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HEART 

 
Scrooge was grumpy, sure. I mean, how many people do you know that run around 
yelling, “Bah! Humbug!”? But that wasn’t his real problem.  
 
He had become self-focused. Self-sufficient. And self-justifying.  
 
There was no longer room for any outside authority or influence, including divine 
authority. There was no longer any room for other people, either. And there really 
wasn’t any room for joy or peace.  
 
That’s too many of us today! It isn’t that we aren’t ready to give.  
We’re not ready to receive! 
 
HEAD 
 
That’s what John the Baptist talked about. He was Jesus’ cousin and held the 
distinct privilege of being Jesus’ forerunner (the one who announces the arrival of 
the Prophet, the Priest, or the King - and in this case, all three!).  
 
So what was his message? It wasn’t self-empowerment or self-exaltation. In fact, it 
was quite the opposite. With both his life and his lips, John the Baptist proclaimed a 
kind of self-abandonment that is still quite radical! 
 
Luke 3:3-18 NLT 

3 John went from place to place on both sides of the Jordan River, preaching 
that people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and 
turned to God to be forgiven. 4  Isaiah had spoken of John when he said, “He is a 
voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s coming! Clear the 
road for him! 

5 The valleys will be filled, and the mountains and hills made level. The 
curves will be straightened, and the rough places made smooth. 6 And then all 
people will see the salvation sent from God.’”  



 
7 When the crowds came to John for baptism, he said, “You brood of snakes! 

Who warned you to flee the coming wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you 
have repented of your sins and turned to God. Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re 
safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for I tell you, God 
can create children of Abraham from these very stones.  

9 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the 
trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and 
thrown into the fire.” 

10 The crowds asked, “What should we do?” 11 John replied, “If you have two 
shirts, give one to the poor. If you have food, share it with those who are hungry.” 12 
Even corrupt tax collectors came to be baptized and asked, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” 13 He replied, “Collect no more taxes than the government requires.” 14 
“What should we do?” asked some soldiers. John replied, “Don’t extort money or 
make false accusations. And be content with your pay.” 

15 Everyone was expecting the Messiah to come soon, and they were eager 
to know whether John might be the Messiah. 16 John answered their questions by 
saying, “I baptize you with  water; but someone is coming soon who is greater than I 
am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.   

17 He is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. 
Then he will clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but 
burning the chaff with never-ending fire.” 18 John used many such warnings as he 
announced the Good News to the people. 
 
 

How to Make Room In Your Life to Receive God’s Best Gifts 
 

1. Be aware of your sin and God’s judgment.  
 
God’s judgment is, itself, a sign of his mercy - he warns, invites, and instructs us all. 
God is honest in pointing out where we’ve gone wrong, how we’re sick, how we 
need salvation and healing and grace.  
 
 
 



2. Hear the love and mercy of God crying out.  
 
The big reality check that God’s Word gives to us about our sin drives us to ask the 
question, “What should we do?” And therein lies one of life’s greatest blessings!  
 
God loves you right where you are, but he loves you too much to leave you 
there. He invites you OUT and shows you the way! 
 
 

3. Turn from sin and trust Jesus Christ. 
 
John’s commands related to repentance were ultra personal. To the crowds, he 
said, “Give!” To the tax collectors, he said, “Be ethical!” To the soldiers, he urged 
contentment.  
 
God knows MY biggest issue is the issue that keeps me from humbling myself 
before God and having a thriving relationship with Jesus.  
 
 

4. Receive ALL of the gifts God wants to offer you. 
 
The Messiah is coming - receive Him! 
He’s going to baptize with the Holy Spirit - receive the Holy Spirit! 
He’s going to offer cleansing and a whole new way of life - receive it all! 
 
 
HANDS & HEART 
 
What do YOU need to repent of today? 
Are you prepared to receive Jesus? 


