
How Prayer Makes a Difference 
What Happens Next? Week Fifteen 
 
In this series on what happens next, we’ve established that… 
 

- Jesus told us there would be suffering in the “now” 
- He promised to fix it all when he returns 
- But we live in the “meanwhile” 

 
And in the meanwhile, we have no control over what actually happens next.  
 
 

While we are never in control, prayer is God’s gift to us in 
which he invites us to influence the future. 
 
It is not that our prayers direct a sovereign God. It is that our prayers move him. Prayer is 
the means he has chosen to offer his answers to our questions and pleadings.  
 
 
James 5:13-20 NIV 

[13] Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 
songs of praise. [14] Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to 
pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. [15] And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 
sinned, they will be forgiven. [16] Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.  

[17] Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. [18] Again he prayed, and the 
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  

[19] My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and 
someone should bring that person back, [20] remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from 
the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 
 
 
   



FOUR TIMES FOR PRAYER (that cover everything in your life) 
 
 

When you are suffering, pray because God cares. 
 
When you are “in trouble” (going through problems)... 
When you are “sick” (weak - can be physical or spiritual, but usually spiritual)... 
 
 

When you are blessed, pray because God deserves glory.  
 
When you’re happy and circumstances are good, pray because God deserves all of the 
credit for that. It’s sad that we forget to pray when we see ourselves as just fine.  
 
 

When you have sinned, pray because God forgives. 
 
It isn’t that our words warrant God’s forgiveness. It’s that our heart of repentance is 
expressed in prayer and God responds with grace.  
 
And also… 
 
Confessing your sins to God brings forgiveness. 
Confessing your sins to others brings healing.  
 
 

When others are broken, pray because God heals.  
 
How are we going to come out of this time stronger than when we went in, as a church? 
We’re going to emerge a praying church - a church that prays for each other, for our 
leaders, for the suffering, and for people to know Jesus. 
 
 


