
For Richer, For Poorer 
What Happens Next? Week Thirteen 

 

Church attendance in America has, since the onset of the pandemic and the shutdowns in 

the United States, dropped by one third in both in person and online attendance. (Barna ) 
 

What’s happening? A lot! There is a pruning taking place. The church has experienced this 

before. The more casual and compartmentalized your faith is, the more likely you are to 

drop out when things get harder.  

 

The year 2020, with all of its issues (see last week’s sermon), has acted like a magnifying 

glass to our values. Not the values we think we have, but the values we actually practice.  

 

What do we really care about the most? 
 

James challenges us to reevaluate our values and allegiances and to think beyond 

ourselves to the needs of others.  

 

James 5:1-6 NIV 

[1] Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming 

on you. [2] Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. [3] Your gold and 

silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You 

have hoarded wealth in the last days. [4] Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers 

who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have 

reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. [5] You have lived on earth in luxury and 

self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. [6] You have 

condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you. 

 

In American Christianity, we’ve pledged allegiance to the false gods of: 

 

● Financial prosperity 

● Political power 

● Personal comfort 

● Materialism and consumerism 

 

 

https://www.barna.com/research/new-sunday-morning-part-2/


When materialism and consumerism become a way of 

life, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. 
 

In America… 

 

● Warren Buffet, Jeff Bezos, and Bill Gates own more wealth than the poorest half of 

Americans.. ( Source ) 
● The riches 5% of Americans own two thirds of the wealth. (Source) 
● The median White family has 41 times more wealth than the median Black family 

and 22 times more wealth than the median Latino family. (Source) 
● Income inequality in the U.S. is the highest of all the G7 nations. (Source) 
● Since 1978, the average worker’s salary has grown by 12%.  

In the same time, the average CEO’s salary has grown 904%. 

CEO’s now earn an average of 278 times the average worker’s salary. 

(In 1965, the average CEO earned an average of 20 times the worker’s salary.) 

( Source ) 
● Two years ago, 11% (~ 1 in 9) American families were “food insecure.” 

This April, that number is between 22 and 38%. ( Source) 
 

But we live in the NWA bubble, right? Plenty of jobs and wealth here... 

 

● NWA ranks among the highest in the nation for the growth in income inequality. 

○ NWA metro area ranked 15th nationally out of 916 metro areas.  

○ Top 1% of households in the region earn an average of $1.961 million annually, 

the other 99% earns an average annual wage of $52,823.  

○ Top 1% of earners made 37.5 times the income of the bottom 99%. 

● Children living in poverty in Benton and Washington counties is higher than in any 

county in the Arkansas Delta. (Source ) 
○ North-central Fayetteville, the child poverty rate is 58.5%.  

○ East Springdale, the rate is 52.1%.  

○ Northeast Rogers the child poverty rate is 50.5%.  

 

The big question is… how do we fix it? 

 

Secular solutions include capitalism, socialism, and all kinds of ism’s in between, but those 

are all broken solutions because they are designed by selfish human beings.  

 

https://inequality.org/facts/wealth-inequality/
https://inequality.org/facts/wealth-inequality/
https://inequality.org/facts/wealth-inequality/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/02/07/6-facts-about-economic-inequality-in-the-u-s/
https://www.epi.org/publication/ceo-compensation-2018/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nicolefisher/2020/05/26/number-of-food-insecure-households-more-than-doubles-as-food-banks-struggle/#19793340310b
https://talkbusiness.net/2018/09/income-inequality-in-nwa-widens-child-poverty-rates-remain-high/


What is the biblical responsibility of a Jesus follower in the face of income inequality and 

poverty? 

 

FIVE CHALLENGES FOR THE CHURCH (EVERY JESUS FOLLOWER) 

 

1. Care. 
 

You don’t have to fix it all, but you do have to care because Jesus does.  

 

2. Repent of self-centered consumerism. 
 

We are ALL subject to it. A few weeks ago we talked about the fact that bias is both 

universal, and at the same time universally denied. 

 

The same is true of consumerism. We’re all infected. We all tend to be blind to it. 

 

3. Separate Kingdom values from secular values. 
 

The possessions of the world will belong to the people with the most power.  

The rewards of heaven belong to the people who serve others in Jesus’ name. 

 

4. See the church as a solution, not an accomplice. 
 

In other words, the church is NOT here to support ANY political ideology, candidate, or 

party. The church CAN be the conscience of the nation. 

 

And we are determined to be an alternative, to partner with our community and local 

nonprofits and to feed NWA.  

 

5. Do for one what you wish you could do for all. 
 

Find ONE person or organization, THIS WEEK that needs help, and help them.  

 

 

 



Matthew 25:34-40 NIV 

[34] “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. [35] 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, [36] I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

[37] “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you something to drink? [38] When did we see you a stranger and invite 

you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? [39] When did we see you sick or in prison and 

go to visit you?’ [40] “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

 

And remember, what matters most is not making earth a nicer place to live but helping 

more people discover eternal life through the good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

We are rich, forever, in ways life on earth could never 

provide for us. 
 

 


