
God’s Pathway to The Good Life 
What Happens Next? Week Ten 
 
2020.  We declared it “A Year of Encounter.” We think of an encounter as something 
ecstatic, something happy. 
 
But God uses all kinds of circumstances to create encounter moments for us. 

● Could be a job loss.  
● Could be an illness. 
● Could be a quarantine. 
● Could be being confronted with social and civil issues.  

 
Most of us would NOT declare 2020 an opportune time to live “the good life.”  
 

God wants to give you the good life in the middle of the 
wild, lonely, painful seasons of upheaval and uncertainty. 
 
James gives us a great goal… 
 
James 3:18 NIV 
Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 
Who wants a harvest? Who wants the world to be made right again? All of us, right? But 
how do we get there? How can I experience the harvest God has in mind? 
 
James 3:13-18 NIV 

[13] Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, 
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. [14] But if you harbor bitter envy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. [15] Such 
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. [16] For 
where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  

[17] But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. [18] 
Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 
 



You’re either building your own kingdom or God’s Kingdom. 
You’re either pursuing our own purposes or God’s purposes for your life.  
 
 

The pathway to the messy life is pursuing your own 
purposes and building your own kingdom. 
 
When you’re all about creating your own comfort and pursuing your own happiness and 
success, you’ll wind up struggling with envy, always living by comparison and trying to find 
your security and significance in the wrong places. 
 
The roots of the messy life are the world, the flesh, and Satan.  
 
Hint: The American Dream isn’t the good life. It’s the messy life.  
 

1. Me. 
2. Other People. 
3. God. 

 

The pathway to the good life is pursuing God’s purposes 
and building his kingdom. 
 
God wants to include you in something much greater than your own happiness. He wants 
to use you to bring peace to the world around you and to extend his kingdom. 
 

1. God. 
2. Other People. 
3. You 

 
THAT’s the pathway to the good life! 
 
If you want it, tune into heaven! Listen to God’s word and God’s voice. Adopt God’s 
priorities and God’s perspective. Humble yourself under his lordship.  
 
And God will enrich your life beyond your wildest imagination! 


