
Words Can Change the World 
What Happens Next, Week Nine 

 

Your life will  have influence. It’s inevitable.  

 

The primary way you will influence your world, for better 

or for worse, is through your words.  
 

And “actions” are often carried out in words. 

 

"The pen is mightier than the sword" is a metonymic adage, penned by English author 

Edward Bulwer-Lytton in 1839, indicating that communication (particularly written 

language), or in some interpretations, administrative power or advocacy of an independent 

press, is a more effective tool than direct violence. 

 

James 3:1-18 NIV 

 

The power of our words... 

 

Words have the power to DIRECT. 
 

- Like the rudder of a ship. 

- Like the bit of a horse’s bridle. 

 

For Valentine’s Day this year, my wife gave me a little booklet in which she had written 

page after page of encouraging messages that I could reference on the hard days: 

 

You don’t settle and you don’t give up… 

You fight for freedom harder than anyone I know… 

You are a warrior with the heart of a warrior… 

Shame has no hold on you… 

Your life matters… 

You are needed… 

We love you... 

 



Words have the power to DESTROY. 
 

- Like a little bit of fire. 

- Like a little bit of poison.  

 

Some of the things I’ve said in my life have created damage. I’ve left carnage. It’s possible 

that someone might never forget the unkind thing I said to them. 

 

Words have the power to DELIGHT. 
 

- Like sweet water. 

- Like sweet fruit.  

 

More than ever, we need words that give life! 

Words of praise. Words of thanks. Words of love. 

 

The words you speak will matter for all of eternity.  

 

Romans 10:9-10,13 NIV 

[9] If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. [13] for, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 


