
The Kind of Faith We Need 
What Happens Next? Week Eight 

 

The term “faith” can get really watered down. Remember the great George Michael song 

from the 80’s? “Gotta have faith-uh, faith-uh, faith-uh!”  

 

But… faith in what?  

 

Christians are often described, as are adherents of other religions, as “people of faith.” But 

the Bible is clear that there is only one kind of faith that counts. 

 

We need more than a faith that simply speaks the right 

lingo or feels all the feelz. We need a faith that is 

authentic enough to actually act.  
 

James 2:14-26 NIV 

[14] What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 

no deeds? Can such faith  save them? [15] Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 

and daily food. [16] If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but 

does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? [17] In the same way, faith by 

itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  

[18] But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without 

deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. [19] You believe that there is one God. 

Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder.  
[20] You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 

[21] Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his 

son Isaac on the altar? [22] You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 

and his faith was made complete by what he did. [23] And the scripture was fulfilled that 

says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was 

called God’s friend. [24] You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and 

not by faith alone.  

[25] In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for 

what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

[26] As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 



 

God made you in his image. That means that you possess a personality like his, made up of 

three parts: intellect  (you think), emotions (you feel), and volition (you decide and act).  

 

God wants you to have faith that originates from all three facets of who you are. 

 

- To believe that he is God and he is good. 

- To feel the presence and reality of God. 

- To decide to obey in spite of any consequence. 

 

James tells us about three kinds of faith… 

 

1. Thinking Faith. 
 

James says that if someone claims to have faith that doesn’t act, can that kind of faith  save 

them? Can it make them right with God? No. It’s just intellectual agreement but not trust. 

 

2. Thinking + Feeling Faith. 
 

James then says that the demons believe (thinking faith) and shudder  (feeling faith). But a 

faith that agrees and feels but doesn’t act obediently is still a dead faith. 

 

3. Thinking + Feeling + Doing Faith. 
 

The kind of faith God is looking for is the kind that thinks, feels, and acts. It’s the salvation of 

the whole person that God has in mind.  

 

James then gives examples of this kind of faith… 

 

- Abraham believed and felt, but he also acted in laying Isaac down. 

- Rahab believed and felt, but acted by hiding the spies.  

 

Real faith isn’t believing facts in spite of evidence.  

Real faith is obeying in spite of the consequence. 


