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Well, good morning Grace Hills. I love offering praise with you guys. It's a sweet moment, sweet time, 
except when McKayla said you can get down on your knees, I did that easily. Getting back up, we'll cover 
a passage of scripture in a minute that talks about groans and we'll practice together. Welcome to the 
final week of made for more. We've spent the last eight weeks talking about how you were made for 
more. You're made for more than the rut, made for more than the rat race, made for more than just 
stressing out, staying busy, made for more than mediocrity, made for more than losing. You're made to 
win. We've covered all that kind of ground, but today I want to wrap this up in a way I've been fairly 
excited about. I want to talk about how you're made for more than the here and now. You're made for 
more than the here and now, that this life, that what you see, that the timeline of your life currently, 
this is not all there is. There is more. There is something beyond.

Remember we opened the series by saying that there is more beyond. The whole illustration of the 
Mediterranean sea, the rock of Gibraltar, people used to think there's nothing beyond it. So they wrote 
no more beyond and then eventually they crossed out the no because they found the West and so there 
is more beyond. There's more beyond your life. There's more beyond your life and we're going to talk 
about it this morning. I'm going to just sort of dig into that you were made for more than the here and 
now. I know that life sometimes gets hard. It gets hard. I really believe that you're either coming out of a 
season of hardship, you're in the middle of one, or you're heading into one. I know that doesn't sound 
super positive, like if things are going well, brace yourselves. What'd you hear at church today? Get 
ready. Things are about to get bad.

But I just know life on earth, we are surrounded by a world and a culture that challenges us. We live in a 
world that deals with the consequences of sin and the effects of sin and the signs of sin, and here we are 
as a redeemed people in the middle of it still waiting to go home. And so sometimes life is hard. For 
some of you, last week's message about victory, about the resurrection of Jesus leading us to be more 
than conquerors, maybe that was actually a hard message because while you believe it or you want to 
believe it, you want to celebrate it. Yes, I'm a winner. Yes, I'm more than a conqueror in Christ. Yes, 
there's victory. You might be walking through a season where you go, but I don't see it. I don't feel it. I 
don't ... victory doesn't seem like what I'm living right now. I keep failing or falling or experiencing 
defeat. Well, I want to talk today about the answer to all of that. How when even as we talk about being 
more than conquerors, how in the middle of that, there's still a message that is beyond that. A message 
that that has to do with life after this life.

Paul in the new Testament wrote about our victory in Christ. He wrote about the resurrection and he 
basically said the power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in you. And we glanced at that 
passage last week. This week I want to look at the passage that follows in 2nd Corinthians four in which 
he gives us a therefore. And when you see the word therefore in scripture, you always got to know what 
he's connecting it to. So he starts with there is victory for you in Christ, therefore ... and he's going to 
give us this passage. I want to read 2nd Corinthians four verse 16. The Bible says, "Therefore we do not 
lose heart." We don't faint. We don't give up. We don't fall by the wayside. We don't lose heart. Why? 
Well again, therefore ... so because Jesus is alive, because you win, we don't lose heart. Now for him to 
even write that, there must be some reason why someone might be tempted to lose heart and he's 
about to get into that. And you might be there today. I believe it, but I'm losing heart. So he says, 
therefore we do not lose heart though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day for our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.
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So the glory that's coming is far greater than the suffering you're walking through now, promised, 
guaranteed. It far outweighs it. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. So we put 
our focus on eternity, on heaven, on things you can't see now. Since what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal. So Paul says because Jesus is alive and because we win and because we know that, 
we don't faint. I want to point out he doesn't say because our feelings tell us we don't faint, because we 
feel good, we don't faint, because the circumstances are bound to get better, we don't faint. He doesn't 
say any of that. He says because of the resurrection of Christ, because God has won, we don't faint. And 
then he gets into how do you not faint? Where do you put your focus? Where do you fix your eyes? And 
I want to sum up today with a single big truth that we're going to unpack through the rest of the 
message. And it's simply this, you were made for more than the hard life of the here and now. You were 
made for more than the hard life of the here and now.

In other words, when God made you and he fashioned you, and sometimes we underestimate the 
personal nature of his creative work, but when he made you the way you are with your personality, your 
giftedness, your bent, when he saw you and your experiences and he knew your name and he knew 
your makeup and he knew the deepest parts of your mind and heart that nobody else is aware of, when 
God knew all of that and he made you and he carefully crafted and formed you in your mother's womb, 
he was creating something in that moment that would last forever. He didn't just make you for this life. 
He didn't just design you for earth. Just for the here and now. He designed you, crafted you, made you 
because he wants to enjoy you forever. Let that sink in. He wants to enjoy you forever and he wants you 
to use this life to get ready to enjoy him forever. So you were made for more than just the here and 
now.

The writer of Ecclesiastes said he has planted eternity in our hearts. He's put like this spark, this seed in 
us by which we we crave and seek and search and what's out there. I know there must be more and 
God, when we begin to search for him, says yes, there's more. There's more. I have redemption in my 
son Jesus, and I want you to discover eternal life. I want you forever and forever and forever. So he gives 
us that. Therefore we faint not. Some of you, you just need that phrase today. Therefore we faint not 
because you've been right on the brink of just given up and I just want to say to you and speak to you, 
keep going, keep going. Here's why. The very next passage in 2nd Corinthians five verse one he says this, 
"For we know that if our earthly tent we live in is destroyed..." That's my body, my physical fleshly body. 
If this tent that I live in ... so it's like a tent, my soul is inside. If this tent that we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, meaning a body that God is creating for us to 
indwell forever. It's not built by human hands. Meanwhile, we groan. See, there it is. We groan. Anyone 
else? Let's practice it together. Ready?

So some of you woke up this morning and you're like, "I got to get out of bed and go to the second 
service." You know, so we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling. Like I'm tired 
of the pain and the suffering and the hardship. I just want to go on home, he says, because when we are 
clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we were in this tent, we groan and are burdened because 
we do not wish to be unclothed, but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now, the one who has ... notice this phrase, the one who has 
fashioned us for this very purpose is God. God fashioned you for the purpose of a heavenly dwelling. He 
fashioned you for heaven.

He is God who has given us the spirit as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come. He's like the down 
payment. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body, we 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=n--SZwSKu1ilPi4rFmj64EfQ6SlkQ_cyZeb5IwME6ANs3j_NQ_UFbGXIDQr9xy5sqVA8Oym21yZjnwNXv8LbMHcRBwA&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Nov 03, 2019 - view latest version here.

Made for More Than the Here and Now (Completed  10/31/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 3 of 9

are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him. We make it 
our goal to please him. Whether we are at home in the body or away from it, we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ so that each of us may receive what is due for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad. So Paul is saying ... he starts off in chapter four earlier we experienced the 
resurrection power of Jesus. He's alive and we win. Therefore we don't faint. We don't lose heart.

Why would we lose heart? Well, because we live in a body that is passing away. It's a body that 
experiences pain, problems, health struggles, and it doesn't matter how healthy you are today. Someday 
... here's a more positive, uplifting message. Someday you're going to get sick and die. That's just true 
for every one of us. And so we live in this human body that's just not made to last. And so God has put 
within that human body a soul, the real you. It's not just your body, it's there, it's inside you, you. And 
you will live forever. You are made to live forever with God. So he is creating something new, a new kind 
of dwelling for you forever and forever. And so stay encouraged, keep going, keep fighting, keep 
reminding yourself of God's promises because he says at the end of time we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ and we'll give an account for how we used this life.

Now there's a lot there. There's a lot there to unpack. Out of all of that, I just want to explain in as 
simple terms as possible that today we're talking about heaven versus earth. We're talking about 
eternity versus time. We're talking about whatever happens to you in this life, in the here and now, is 
just preparation for what is to come. That when we praise and worship and learn to pray, when we 
experience the presence, the power, the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in my life, that's just a glimpse. 
It's just a taste. It's just a a deposit that points toward the promise that in heaven someday all of this will 
be full and we'll experience it all in our fullness.

Now before I jump in and begin to give you some promises to lean on today, which is what I really want 
to do, let me explain something about heaven. When we talk about heaven, I find that within 
Christianity is a lot of superstition or tradition or just sort of good philosophy but not necessarily biblical 
grounded teaching about heaven. Because we use the word heaven in ways that the Bible doesn't really 
use it. We talk about you've got earth and then we die and we go to heaven. What is heaven? And we 
assume heaven is just that place. It's like mystical. It's just out there somewhere and it's always been 
there and it always will be and it's perfect and nothing ever goes wrong there. And that's sort of our idea 
of heaven.

And so we say weird things to our kids that have no root in scripture at all. Like someone in the family 
passes on and our kids are having a hard time dealing with it. We say it's okay, they got their wings, they 
became an angel and they're up in heaven looking over you. And I'm going show me in a verse anywhere 
where I get to become an angel. No, there are biblical truths about heaven that sort of clash with some 
of our ideas about what heaven is. Let me give you an example of what I mean by this. In the book of 
Job, which is the first book written in the Bible in terms of the time it was written, the oldest writing, Job 
tells us that in heaven, Satan approaches God's throne to ask him about Job. All of a sudden, I've got to 
deal with Satan is in heaven and so there are all kinds of things that are difficult for me to understand 
because I grew up on Southern gospel music. And if you want your theology of heaven to come from 
somewhere, it may as well come from Southern gospel music because when someone dies, we're 
walking on what? You guys, come on. Nobody else grew up on Southern gospel music? We're walking 
streets of gold, right? Walking on ... grandma is walking on streets of gold right now and we sing stuff 
like that.
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Is that biblical? Probably not. Okay, and here's why. Because the book of Ezekiel in the old Testament, 
the book of Revelation in the new Testament, Peter writes in his letter that someday there is coming a 
new heaven and a new earth. So a new heaven and a new earth get made. Everything that exists now, 
earth and heaven, which currently sort of interface with each other, they're both real places today. Both 
of them are singed away and everything sprouts brand new someday. So when someone today believes 
in Jesus and dies, yes, they go to what we would call heaven today. They are with Jesus. They are aware 
of his presence. They are conscious that they are with him forever and forever. But it's not the heaven 
that we read about at the end of the Bible that is still yet for the future. Does that make sense? So there 
are ideas about heaven that we need to root in scripture.

What I want to do today is explain and just kind of lay out that there is an eternal spiritual supernatural 
place that interfaces with our own physical world. So when we talk about angels or demons or heaven 
or hell or any of those concepts, we're talking about things that actually really exist. They're not just 
forces, they're not just metaphors. They're not just ideas. They actually exist in a realm that is unseen to 
us, that cannot be measured with scientific tools, that cannot be seen with the human eye. Because 
we're limited in this body to what we can see and experience. But someday, someday, all of us, the 
scriptures are clear about in that new heaven and that new earth, everyone, all of the redeemed in 
Christ, everyone who knew him as Savior and embraced him, everyone in innocence, every one of us will 
gather before God's throne together in heaven and we will praise him like never before in concert with 
one another. So my life looks to that day of an eternal dwelling with God. Okay?

So when I talk about heaven today, when I talk about eternal life today, I'm not just talking about sort of 
our cultural ideas about heaven. I'm talking about what scripture presents to us as that place where I am 
done with this body and I'm done with this world and I live beyond and I live forever. Okay? So knowing 
that, what I want to do today, because I know that some of you have walked through great difficulty this 
week, whether it's personal failure or loss or grief or stress or just the ups and downs of life, or you're 
walking through a season of dealing with health issues or mental health issues or relational issues, 
financial issues that you're right in the middle of the fight. You're in the middle of trying to, how do we 
get through this? How do we hang on? How do we faint not as Paul said? And I want to bring out of 
Paul's words four promises that will get you through. Four promises for the here and now that are about 
the hereafter.

By the way, any of you grow up watching Laugh In? There was a skit on there and the guy says, "Do you 
believe in the hereafter?" And someone says, "Yeah." And he goes, "Then you know what I'm here 
after." Anyways, four promises for the here and now that will get you to the hereafter. The first one is 
this. All of your pain is temporary. All of your pain is temporary. If you walk through pain, it is going to 
be short-lived. Now, I know people that have struggled with terminal illnesses or chronic illnesses for 
years, for decades, and that is a long time. I don't want to minimize that struggle or the experience of 
that struggle. I know people that have been perhaps paralyzed or walking with some kind of chronic pain 
and I don't want to minimize the weight of that. That's huge. I simply want to say that against the 
backdrop of eternity, the time that I spend suffering here is rather short in comparison to eternity and 
what that looks like with God forever. All of my pain is temporary. All of the problems associated with 
walking around in a slowly dying human body. All of those problems and all of that pain and all of that 
suffering, all of that is temporary.

It's just not going to last. When we read at the end of the Bible and the Revelation at the end of the 
book in chapter 21 about that new heaven and that new earth that are coming someday, the Bible says 
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this in chapter 21 verse four. He says, "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain for the old order of things has passed away." The old order of things 
has passed away. So someday I know, I know that in eternity heaven is a place with no pain, no sorrow, 
no grief, no mourning, no loss. I know that that is coming and that God wants me to get through the 
here and now by the promise of the hereafter and knowing that my pain is temporary. Now my pain is 
real, right? Our suffering is real. I believe strongly that you need, if you're a Christian, you need a 
theology of victory, a theology of winning. But alongside that like train tracks, you also need a theology 
of suffering. And the two run together that I am suffering and I am victorious at the same time because I 
am attached to Jesus Christ who both suffered and died and rose again in victory.

So I know that I'm going to walk through pain and it's going to be real and I'm going to feel it and we're 
going to deal with it. And as we deal with it, one of the great promises I know is it is temporary. In other 
words, we got to practice using an Old King James phrase. This too shall come to pass. Amen. Say it with 
me. This too shall come to pass like a kidney stone. It hurts sometimes as it passes, right? There's I don't 
want to get into all that, but this too will pass. This is hard. I don't know what we're going to do. I don't 
know either, but I know we're going to get through it. This is going to pass. It's going to pass.

Second big promise is this. God will walk you through it all. My pain is temporary and God will walk me 
through every bit of it. I love what he says here. You know this tent, this body is going to pass away and 
when it does, I'll indwell a heavenly dwelling that God has shaped for me. And so we get to live in his 
house forever. That is all coming. But I also know that in the here and now he has already given me 
something ahead of time. So I don't just have to sort of have wishful thinking that there's a heaven. This 
is not a matter of boy I hope there's a heaven or I struggle here so I really need to create something to 
believe in so I'll make up stuff about heaven. No, he actually gives us a piece of heaven now. He says in 
this passage, he has given you the Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing this heavenly life to come.

In other words, when I pray and I talk to God and I experience the relationship that I have with the Holy 
Spirit, when I see him show up in my life and move supernaturally in me and around me and through me 
and I experience God, I encounter him. He manifests himself in some way in my life. That is a glimpse. 
It's just a sliver. It's a preview of what heaven is like to come. God has said, you're here now hurting, I'm 
taking you home. But in the meantime I've sent someone from home into your life to walk you through 
this, to walk beside you. God will walk you through it all. And when he moves into you, he never moves 
out. He takes up residence in you and you get his presence and you get his comfort and he walks beside 
you every step of the way, every step of the way he is with you.

A couple of days ago I was visiting a friend who's in hospice right now. He's in kind of the final days, 
perhaps final hours, of his long battle with cancer. And you know, people go into and out of hospital 
rooms and hospice rooms. We go into and out of those rooms and the nurses will come in and check on 
things and then they'll leave and family members will come in and then they'll go home because they 
have to take a shower, get some rest or something and they'll come back later. And so we go in and out. 
But one thing I know is that when everyone has left the room, when the nurses and the doctors have 
walked out, when everyone has left that room, God is still there with my friend. That he's present and 
he never budges. He is there through the very last moment.

My great grandmother was a faithful believer in Christ. When I started preaching, she used to come and, 
and she grew up in like an old fashioned shouting church. I'm glad she was reserved when I was 
preaching. Might've thought she's yelling at me about what I was saying, but I was at her hospital room 
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the night that she died. She passed away. She was very healthy till the very end of her life. And she just 
got a case of pneumonia and slipped from this world. But I remember in those final moments of her life, 
her describing this glorious, wonderful scene that she was seeing. Now, let me pause for a second. I 
don't want anyone to be superstitious about this. And by the way, if this offends you, that's fine. I don't 
like books about people that died, went to heaven, came back, and now we can know what heaven in 
like. I just think even if that's true, even if it happened, my source is scripture. Okay? My source of 
scripture. So if you tell me you saw something and it's doesn't line up with scripture, I got to go with 
scripture.

Nonetheless, I've seen often just right there at the brink of moving from this world to the next as a 
believer's eyes are opened and the presence of God ushers them into something that I don't have any 
clue about. I just don't understand it. It's beyond me. My eyes can't see it. Why? Because the presence 
of God who has moved into the believer and never leaves, walks us through the very veil of death, stays 
with us, never leaves us. And so whatever you're going through today, hopefully it's not as bad as death, 
okay? It may feel like it's close, but I know God is with you. Even, get this. Here's the scandalous part. 
Even when you create it, even when you blow it and mess up and the suffering that you're in is your 
own fault, He's still with you. He still loves you. I think God has accompanied people in a whole lot of 
gutters in this life. He is with you and he doesn't give up on you and he loves you and he walks you 
through that. He walks you through it all.

Number three, God wants you to live for his pleasure. God wants you to live for his pleasure. So the fact 
that there's a hereafter and it's coming and I'm going to be okay, and all of that, that all has bearing on 
the here and now. It has a bearing on how I'm living now. And how it shapes me is that God wants me 
now to learn how to live for his pleasure, to learn to please him, to make that my life's goal and my life's 
aim to please him. And the good thing about that is it means that all of your pain has a point. The stuff 
you're walking through now, that the suffering, the difficulties that you're walking through now, it 
matters because scripture is clear. God uses all of it. He makes all things work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose. So God takes the good, the bad, and the 
ugly. All of history and all of your life and all of your worst mistakes and your highest moments and 
everything that's happened around you and God in his amazing, infinite wisdom orchestrates it all for 
the good, for the growth of his people toward eternity.

So the fact that we are looking forward to heaven, but I'm walking through suffering now, I can rest 
assured that what I'm going through right now, God can use to make my life more pleasing to him, to 
shape me into one who knows him better, one who is prepared to enjoy him for all of eternity. I know 
that my pain is temporary. God walks me through every bit of it. I get to live for his pleasure.

And then the fourth promise is this, God will make everything right forever. I know that. I believe that. 
I've staken everything on that. God will make everything right forever. You ever had a moment ... if you 
had any moments this week where you watch the news or you looked on Facebook or you listened to 
what somebody said and you say to yourself, "That ain't right." Anybody? I thought so. It's around us a 
little bit. You know, that ain't right. We see situations that are unfair. Maybe you're walking through one 
right now, you're being falsely accused or someone doesn't understand what you're walking through. 
You're just misunderstood. Or you're being treated unjustly in some way and you're just thinking that 
ain't right. Or you look at the oppression of the world around us, you look at at Christians fleeing from 
war torn areas and you go, that's not right. Or you look at hunger and inequality and you think, I've got 
plenty of food and there are people that are starving, that's not right.
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Or you look at some other issue and you think about, you know, I don't know. There are dozens of issues 
and you look around at the world and you go there are things that are wrong and you think that is not 
right. There shouldn't be oppression, there shouldn't be injustice, there shouldn't be all this inequality. 
There shouldn't be these things that cause people to hurt and suffer and stay in pain and do without. It's 
not right. Well guess what? The judge of all the earth will make it right. He will make it right. He just 
won't always do it on my timeframe. I want him to make it right when? No, yesterday. Yeah. Now. I 
want him to make it right in this moment. God fix this. Take away the pain. Fix the problem. Ease my 
suffering, make it right. Fix the situation. Rid me of this moment of pain because I don't want to be in 
the middle of it. Fix it, God.

And God always says, I will. I will. I'm the judge and I can handle this. I'm the judge and I can handle this. 
I'll make it right. And the judge of all the earth will do right. I remember [WA Chrisoy 00:28:59], he was a 
pastor I looked up to when I was young in ministry, someone asked him a tough question one day about 
suffering in the world. Why doesn't God just ease all the suffering? Why doesn't he put an end to .. and 
you could fill in the blank with lots of things there, right? Why doesn't God put it into the suffering? And 
his the reply was, I don't know. I don't have all the answers for why things happen, but here's one thing I 
do know. In the end, the judge of all the earth will do right. And that phrase just stuck with me. The 
judge of all the earth will do right.

Now, here are the two sides of that for me and for you to understand today. Knowing that the judge of 
all the earth will make it all right, that means things. First, I need to take heed. It also means I need to 
take comfort. By taking heed, what I mean is to know that there is a responsibility for my life. If I reject 
Jesus and I don't want the gospel, I don't want God in my life, I can do this on my own, then I'm going to 
answer to God for everything I've done in my life, the decisions I've made, it's all on me. The 
responsibility on that is all on me. If I have transferred my trust to Jesus, if I've received Him as my 
savior, then God's righteousness gets ascribed to me by grace. I'm forgiven and I'm saved and I will still 
go before the judge of all the earth and at the judgment seat of Christ, I will now answer for what did I 
do with, how did I invest, this new life, this new opportunity that God gave me? Did I build something 
with it or did I not build something with it?

And we refer to that judgment as the judgment seat of Christ. Now I want to be really clear about 
something because I grew up in a church and I remember distinctly as a kid hearing a message about the 
judgment seat of Christ and it went something like this. Someday you'll all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. So you better stop doing all the bad stuff you're doing because you're going to have to 
answer for God's going to get you for that someday. Period. Let's have the invitation. We kind of left out 
the the other part of the equation where the judgment seat of Christ is actually meant as a message of 
encouragement for believers, that I can take comfort in the judgment seat of Christ. Now I know me and 
so if all I'm thinking about is my behavior and my performance, and I think that the judgment seat of 
Christ, that's all it's about? I am scared, I am nervous.

But when I start to understand that Paul purposely used a word that had to do with welcoming a 
returning army coming home from victory or placing the crown on the Olympians head who just won 
the prize. That's the picture he uses. That's the judgment seat. Then I understand that the judgment seat 
is yes, it's a place of responsibility for how I've used the life God has given me, but his goal, his end game 
for you, is to congratulate you on what you've built in your life with the life he's given you. And so you 
take heed and straighten some things out. Absolutely, but take comfort because this is the moment the 
King makes it all right. This is the moment where God confers on his children the crowns and rewards 
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and blessings that we don't understand that we don't deserve and entirely by grace have been gifted to 
us through the work that Christ did on the cross and the work that the Holy Spirit does through us today. 
All of that is coming. God will make an end to all of it and he will make everything right forever.

So the pain you're walking through when it's unfair, when you don't know how to overcome it on your 
own, that pain you're walking through is temporary. God will walk you through it. It has a point. It's 
shaping you into something and God will make it right. He is just and he will make it right. So the 
question is simply this, where's your focus? Where's your focus? Is your focus on the problem? Is it on 
the pain itself? Because I know this, when my focus is on the problem and my focus is on the pain, I keep 
struggling. But when my focus is on the deliverer and his promises, when my focus is on the hereafter, 
when my focus is on what God will do to walk me through that, when my focus is on the victory that is 
to come, it changes the way I face my struggles here and now. Right?

So instead of dwelling in the self sorrow and the self pity and the self-loathing and the guilt and the 
shame and the darkness of the moment, instead of focusing on the difficulty and the pain and the 
problem I get to focus on God is here. He's walking me through this. This is temporary. He's going to 
make it right and I'm going to look forward to him making it right and I'm going to let that forward 
thinking faith-filled perspective change the way I deal with this situation here and now in this moment in 
my life. And it changes everything. My focus, my perspective changes everything because when I'm 
focused on the victorious one and the victory that he brings, it just changes the way I deal with any and 
every struggle in my life.

Here's the thing guys, I know ... I know some of what you are walking through. I mean I have friends that 
are walking through divorce and separation, who are losing loved ones or watching a spouse slip away 
and succumb to cancer. People who are dealing with recovery from sin, from addiction. All across the 
board, all of us in this room, we are together in that we live in a world that is hard to live in but God has 
pre fitted you. He has already given you the strength and His presence and the power to get through it.

Let me close with one final note of hope that I want to call us to. If you're familiar with much old music 
about heaven, you know that when I as a believer die and go to heaven, I'm going to live in what? A 
mansion. I mean what's his name ... Ricky van Sheldon. He said there's a mansion just over the hilltop. 
When I was a kid I used to hear that in sermons and the only picture I could get of that, because I didn't 
have a lot of concept of that. Only picture I could get of that was the intro to the Beverly Hillbillies and I 
thought about driving that old broken down Model T thing, you know, through the Hollywood Hills and 
there's a mansion with a pool and a mansion with a pool. Some of us have that kind of picture of 
heaven, right? It's just this dreamy, far off place that I haven't experienced yet. I'll get a mansion just 
over the Hilltop and I don't know if that pool is in heaven or not. We'll wait to find out.

But here's what Jesus really said in John 14 when Jesus uttered that promise about, you know, 
mansions, he actually says in my Father's house. If you know the King James, it says in my Father's house 
are many mansions, but 500 years ago when the King James is translated, the word mansion does not 
mean a big old house in the Hollywood Hills. It literally is in my Father's house are many rooms. Now I'd 
rather have a room down the hall from Jesus than a mansion in the Hollywood Hills. To be welcomed 
into the very home of God forever. To know that that's where I'm headed. I'm going home someday. 
Your loved ones who knew Jesus, they are home with him. They're in his presence and you and I, when 
we put our hope in Christ, we go home with him in his presence, in his very living room by the fireplace 
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of God, sitting at his feet, fellowshipping with him, being comforted by him, learning from him, adoring 
and praising him and being with our other saved loved ones forever and forever.

That's what we look forward to and God says, when you give your life to Jesus today, I will give you a 
deposit in your life. The Holy Spirit will move into you and you'll get a piece of that heaven to come for 
the life that you live here and now. He will get you through it. Amen. Let's bow our heads. If you're here 
this morning and you don't have a relationship with Christ, you have yet to trust in Jesus as your savior, I 
want to ask you to do that now. It all starts there. Heaven is beyond this threshold and the threshold is a 
relationship with Christ that starts here and now. And if you begin a relationship with Christ here and 
now, I will see you when we get home. I want to see all of you when we get home. If you are convinced, 
and this is in your heart, this is not under pressure, this is not by manipulation, this is not just giving lip 
service. If in your heart you believe that Jesus died for you and rose again, then it's simply a matter of 
you transferring your trust to Jesus Christ alone.

Now you can echo that in a prayer. God, I've sinned. I confess it. I know it. You died for me. You rose 
again. I receive you as my Lord and as my savior. I ask you to come into my life to show me some heaven 
to come in the here and now. Lord, receive me in Christ's name. When you pray that God says, yes, I 
welcome you in. If you're here this morning, you're a believer who's just walking through pain, pain. And 
maybe you medicate the pain. You try to forget the pain, try to check out of the pain. Maybe the pain is 
what someone else has brought on you. Either way, God says is temporary. I'll use it and I'll walk you 
through it. You say, God, just walk me through the pain. Walk me through the pain. I'll fix my focus on 
the prize to come. Lord, we love you in Jesus name.
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