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Well, good morning, Grace Hills.

Good morning.

Welcome to the middle service, which we haven't done in a long, long time. You guys get to miss out on 
all of the weird, awkward things I weed out after the first giving of the message. And so, I have more 
time to perfect things. Really, I've just prepared a whole new... Not really, but, I'm glad you're here, I'm 
glad that you're here for part six of Made for More. We're actually going to go a little longer. This was 
going to be a six-part series, and I just kept having ideas, and then, I would hear feedback about how 
God used a certain message in someone's life that, "I was in this situation and God reminded me that I 
was made for more," and there a couple more messages I want to do.

So, we're going to go through the end of this month, a couple more Sundays after today, in this Made 
for More series. But, I want to talk today, specifically, about how you're made for more than doing life 
alone. You're made for more than doing life alone. So, we've said, you're made for more than scraping 
by, you're made for more than just running a rat race, you're made for more than just mediocrity, you're 
made for more than just surviving. You're made for more than chaos, God made you for peace. But, 
today, I want to talk about how you are made for more than just doing life by yourself.

Now, that doesn't necessarily mean that God has a particular kind of earthly family situation in which 
He's going to necessarily put you. Some people will remain single, that's their gifts. Some will be 
married, some will be in family, some will have children, some will not. I'm talking more about 
something on a spiritual level, that I want to dig into today. It's really important for us to understand as 
a church, and it's that, God gives us His people, so that we don't have to do life alone. That, for 
thousands of years, when you look in the Bible, from Adam and Eve onward, one of the themes, there're 
quite a few themes, there's a big redemptive theme, and wound around that big redemptive theme are 
some smaller themes, one of which is that God is gathering a people for Himself. He's gathering a family.

And I believe He wants you in it, that you belong in God's family. I don't believe there's ever been a 
person created, whom God does not deeply love and deeply desire to have a relationship with. And so, 
when God forms His family, He formed it for you, and He formed it for me, and He wants us to belong. I 
want, at the very outset, to just give you a big truth, that's kind of the hard truth. We've looked at one of 
these each Sunday, like, you'll never find fulfillment by just running the rat race and trying to compete 
and compare, you'll never so forth. And so, today, here it is, you'll never experience all that God has for 
you by yourself. You'll never experience all that God has for you by yourself.

You can experience lots of good things by yourself. You can go it alone and experience parts of what God 
wants for your life. And I think we live in a very individualistic, individualized culture, in which, as 
Christians, I fall into the pattern of thinking about what God wants for me to do. And if I do those things, 
if I give my tithe and show up at church and read my Bible and do my praying thing, then, I will grow and 
I will experience all God wants me to experience. But, the fact is, there are certain blessings God wants 
to pour out in your life, certain things He wants to build into you, that are only built into you in the 
context of doing life with His people. So, we're going to talk quite a bit about the church today, and how 
the church fits into all of that.

But, before we do, I need to kind of take an eraser to some of the ideas that some of us may be walked 
in with about the church. I grew up thinking that the church was a building. As a kid, I remember 
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thinking that that's we go to the church. And you lock the church when you're done, and you leave, and 
you don't go back to the church until... and we went a lot as a kid. So, that night, you go back, and you'd 
go to the church again, the church building. Some of us think of church as a building. That's not God's 
idea, okay? Some of us think of church as a denomination or a particular religious body. So, we might 
say, the Catholic Church, or the Methodist Church, or the Baptist Church. And so, we think of it as a 
denomination or a particular religion.

Or, we might think of the church even as an institution. Like, we are a 501(c)(3) for legal purposes, and 
so, we are an organization that has a board of directors, all that stuff. And you've got to have all that 
stuff because nobody wants to go back to prison and lose our witness. But, that's not what the church is, 
in Jesus's mind. That, Jesus had something different entirely in mind, when He started the church. And 
it's not always contained within the brick and mortar structures that we build, in order to gather in on 
the weekends. When I talk about the church today, I'm talking about the people whom Jesus has 
redeemed, who come together and have this relationship with each other, built on a mutual faith in 
Christ.

So, I say, "I'm a Jesus follower." And you might say, "Well, I am too." And so, we covenant together, and 
we go, "I'm going to lean on you, and you're going to lean on me. And we're going to serve together, and 
we're going to share the gospel together." And then, we become a church when we do that. So, I'm 
talking about the people that we call the church. So, when I talk today about God dwelling in and 
amongst His people within His church, I'm talking about you. And I want to read a passage out of the 
New Testament in just a moment, in which, Paul gives us a vision, his vision for what the church is 
supposed to become. But, I need to give you a little bit of historical background.

You and I, if you relate to Christianity and somewhat you're a believer, or a perspective believer, you're 
checking it out, then you have a certain perception of what Christianity is. But, if you were to live 2,000 
years ago, your understanding of Christianity as an outsider, might be a little different. Because, when 
Jesus died on the cross, and rose again, and the church got started, it was thought of, by most people 
within it, or close to it, as a very Jewish organization. In other words, it was a branch off of Judaism, in 
the minds of a lot of early believers.

So, when you read the book of Acts, chapters 1, 2, 3, all the way through chapter 7 of the book of Acts, 
most of the people in the church, thought of it as, "This is a new branch of Judaism. We now have our 
Messiah, and we're starting something new and something different." And then, you look in the book of 
Acts, and all this tension starts, when other people start hearing the message of Jesus, and they're not 
Jewish, they haven't been circumcised, they haven't been going through all the Jewish laws, they have 
not been part of Judaism at all. And they're coming into this thing called the church, and things got 
tense. So, in Acts chapter 6, you've got Hellenistic Jews and Jewish born Jews. And there's disputes, and 
they're like, "Who's going to fix all this?"

Then, over in chapter 15, you've got the church is having a council to figure out, "What do we do with all 
these people that have not done any of the Jewish rituals?" And it was this tough moment of tension 
between ethnicities, between belief systems. And thankfully, after 2,000 years, we, as humanity, never 
struggle with differences between ethnicities anymore, right? No, so, we've still got a long way to go, 
and I think there's this message here in this for us. But, Paul writes to the people who were living in that 
really tough transition between Jewish Christianity and just Christianity, when we're trying to figure out 
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that it's for the whole world. And in the middle of that tough transition, he writes something that I want 
us to look into, because I think there's a huge message for your life and for mine.

In Ephesians 2:13, he says, "Now, in Christ Jesus, you who were far away," let me just clarify, he is 
writing primarily to non-Jewish people, to Gentile people. That's me, I'm a non-Jewish person. And 
probably, a lot of the people in the room, most of the people in this room are probably non-Jewish in 
terms of heritage. And so, he's writing to people who were not, in the Old Testament, part of the lineage 
of the Jews. And we know, based on the Old Testament, God gave the Jewish people the temple, He 
gave the Jewish people the scriptures, He gave the Jewish people the prophets. So, they had some 
special things, and everyone else felt far off.

So, Paul writes to us, and he says, "You who once were far away, you've been brought near, by the 
blood of Christ." You're now close to God, because of what the blood of Christ has accomplished. "His 
purpose was to create in Himself, one new humanity out of the two." Instead of non-Jewish and Jewish, 
He's creating one new humanity, one new body, one new people, "Thus, making peace. And in one 
body, to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which, He put to death their hostility." 
That's what God thinks of division based on either cultural or religious or ethnic differences. God says, "I 
put that to death, with my son on the cross."

So, then, he goes on, "He came and He preached to you who were far away, and peace to those who 
were near. For through Him, we both have access to the Father by one Spirit." We'll come back to that in 
a second. We both have access to Father by one Spirit. "Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers," message there too, but we'll another time. "You're no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God's people, and members of His household. Members of His household." Hang on 
to that word for a second, "Members of His household. Built on the foundation of the apostles and the 
prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him," in Christ, "The whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him, you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit."

Now, Paul says a mouthful there. But, the basic short version of it is, he's saying, "There is no longer the 
Jewish people with their temple and their book, and then, everyone else who is removed from that. 
Now, we are all brought together on the basis of the blood of Christ. That, Jesus leveled the playing field. 
Anyone who repents of sin and trust in Jesus, we come into the same family, we're part of the same 
body, and we get to be that for all of eternity." But, then, he gets a little more specific and talks about 
this thing at the very end, and I really want to zero in on verse 22. Because, I think there's a message 
there, about how you and I were made for more. We were made to be part of something bigger than 
ourselves, bigger than who I am as an individual.

So, he says, "You are being built to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit." Now, I still 
remember as a kid, I grew up in this little church called Clear Fork Baptist Church. And I remember top 
on the hill and seeing the church, and the closer we got to the church, I had in my mind, the closer I was 
getting to God, okay? So, you drive out in the country, and you're on top this hill, and there it is in the 
valley. And then, we go in the building, and I remember on the front porch, passed, my grandfather and 
all the other deacons are out there smoking before church, and we would walk on in to the, what was 
called the best of view, best of view, something, I don't know.
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You don't call stuff like that outside the church. But, in the church, wasn't a lobby, it was a best of view 
or something. And I thought, "I'm a little closer to God now." And then, we had red carpet. Because, in 
the 1980s, old churches were required to have red carpet. And so, we had red carpet and you had red 
padding on all the pews. And so, I'd walk up that red carpet and see the center aisle and the pews on 
both sides. And then, I would look, and you got a couple steps up onto the stage. And on the stage was 
this oak pulpit that my grandfather had built for the pastor, and it stood there. And above that, was the 
risers that the choir would stand on to sing. And then, above that, was the Baptist tree that had this little 
glass window across it.

And above that, was a backlit cross up on the wall. And I remember thinking, "That's where God is. I'm in 
the house of God." And I used to hear things like, "Brandon, stop running, you're in God's house. Stop 
chewing gum, you're in God's house. Put the knife down, you're..." Just kidding. But, that I grew up with 
this impression, this thought, this feeling that God's house is this place where God is there physically. 
And the worst kid I had been that week, the more scared I was, to get close to the Baptist tree, because 
God lives in the Baptist tree. That's where God takes baths. And so, that's the way it was in my mind. 
And a lot of us, when we hear that phrase, "The house of God," we think in religious traditions like that.

Here's the here's the thing, God has a house. There actually is this thing called God's house, the house of 
God. But, it's not a building, right? It's not brick and mortar, it's not this place that we're physically 
sitting in today. It's not that padded chair. It's not that we don't have a Baptist tree up here, but it's not 
behind some black curtain. God's not in the green room. That's just not the way God works, okay? 
Instead, He has a house, and it's you, it's you. Now, let me track with you through the Scriptures for a 
second, and lay this out theologically. Because, I think we need to know where this comes from. In the 
Old Testament, early in the days of Moses, God says to Moses, "I want you to build a tabernacle. I want 
you to build a tent. And it's going to be the place where I come down to meet with you."

Now, He gave them instructions about how it was to be built, and what was to be in it, and how it was 
be laid out. And who could go to which parts of it, all the way in. And if you were to see the tabernacle 
in the Old Testament, you would see something that, along the outer edges, would have purple and 
gold. And you'd think, "Wow, that seems amazing and nice and very extravagant." But, it was also 
covered in badger skins, and you would think, "That seems very ugly." And I think there's a lot of 
symbolism there about Jesus. This God on earth who puts on human skin and goes through pain and 
hardship the way we do. So, there's a lot of picture going on there.

But, as God gave them instructions, there's one thing He tried to help Moses and all of the people to 
understand, and it was this, "I'm going to come meet with you there, at that tabernacle, so that you can 
have a visual representation of meeting with me. But, here's the thing you can't forget, I don't fit in that 
tent. That is not my house, in terms of where I live, it's just my house, in terms of, that's where I will 
meet with you." So, God doesn't live in the tent, he doesn't live in the tabernacle, we meet with Him 
there. The cloud comes down and overwhelms that tabernacle. And Moses goes in, and we don't know 
if Moses is coming out again, but he's hearing from God, and he's talking to God, and God's presence is 
there.

But, God lets him know, "I don't live in that tent, okay?" So, they went on for a while, and then, under 
King David's rain, David thought, "I don't want God to have to stay with us in a tent, especially when I've 
got a nice house. So, I want to build a nice house for God, and we'll call it a temple." Now, this was not 
an original idea for David, this just didn't come out of the blue, all the nations around him had temples. 
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And in the middle of all those different temples, were all kinds of gods, all kinds of statues, all kinds of 
idols. And so, the people to their south, and people to their north, they would have their temple, and 
their temple, and their temple, and David goes, "Our God surely needs a temple."

And what God says to him is, "I don't really need a temple. I'm fine with the tent, that's where I'll meet 
with you. But, since you're going to do this," he says to David, "Your hands are too bloody. I'm not going 
to let you build this, and people take away from my name. And so, your son, Solomon, is going to build it 
instead." So, David lays the plan, Solomon builds a temple, and it was nice. And Solomon's temple was 
great. It was later destroyed, Herod improved upon it. So, you've got this temple that, by the time Jesus 
comes around, the temple is a nice, nice place.

And the day that Solomon dedicated that temple, God showed up and began to speak to the people, 
and guess what He said? "I will meet with you here, I will bless you in this place. But, I don't live in this 
house. I don't live in this building. I don't fit here." And every time the Israelites tried to make God fit 
there, things went wrong, okay? So, over and over, He's saying, "I will commune with you, I will meet 
with you here. But, I don't live in this place. I don't fit in this place. You've got to stretch your vision a 
bit." Then, Jesus comes. And Jesus predicted that the temple would fall, right? And in 70 AD, it did. After 
Jesus died and rose again, Rome comes and literally destroys the temple, and not one stone was left on 
another, and so, the temple is dead and it hasn't been rebuilt since.

There are portions of it, there's the Western Wall, but, for the most part, temple is gone. It's over. But, 
Jesus came and Jesus did something pretty special. And the Apostle John wrote the Gospel of John, and 
in chapter one, he tells us that Jesus came and dwelt among us. And when he says, "Dwelt," he actually 
uses a word that is the verb form of tabernacle. In other words, Jesus came and tabernacled among us. 
Meaning, in His physical body, He was God coming down to meet with people. And so, people who 
encounter Jesus in His physical body, were meeting with God, in much the same way that they met with 
God at the tabernacle, or they met with God at the temple. And now, they are meeting with the 
presence of Jesus, and He is God among them.

The Bible says, "He comes full of grace and truth." He shows them the fullness of the Godhead, bodily, 
and all of that. And so, they get this visual representation of God and what He's like in the form of Jesus. 
But, Jesus also lets them know, "I physically, am not going to be everywhere at the same time. God is 
everywhere at the same time, but, as long as I'm in this body, I'm laying that aside, and I'm going to be 
limited by time and space. And so, Jesus never travels more than 300 miles from the center of Judea. 
And so, how are we going to cover the world? How are we going to get everybody in the world to come 
and know who God is, and to commune with Jesus, and to meet with God? Because, everybody is 
invited to the party, right? Everyone is invited to come home and be part of the family. But, how is one 
man going to tell them?

And Jesus says, "I'm not going to, I'm going to commission you." And He says to the disciples, "I want 
you guys to go. I'm going to leave, when I leave, I'm going to send the comforter, he's going to come 
alongside you, he's going to empower you, he's going to teach you. And then, Jesus died on the cross, 
rose again. And then, He says to the disciples, in one moment, He breathes on them, and He says, "I 
want you to receive the Holy Spirit." And then, He also says, "I want you to wait in Jerusalem, stay in the 
upper room, something special is about to happen. You're about to be empowered." And then, in Acts 
chapter 2, the day of Pentecost comes.
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And the church is gathered, and the Holy Spirit, just as He did in the tabernacle, just as He did in the 
temple, just as He did in the body of Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes down upon the church, and fills them, 
and empowers them for a whole new era of ministry. And Jesus says, "Now, you guys are going to take 
this good news everywhere." And so, you watch in the book of Acts as it unfolds. And these people, not 
a building, not a tent, not a place, not one person, but the body of Christ. God's people together, are, as 
Paul puts it, being built into a dwelling for God. We are God's house today. We are the visible 
representation of what God wants to do.

So, when God's people get together, when we gather, and when we scatter. When we come here on 
Sunday, and on Tuesday, when we're all working at our different places. In either case, God's people, 
that's us, we are the presence of God in our culture. We're the presence of God for each other. And God 
shows His power, He shows His presence, He does mighty and amazing things in God's house, not the 
building, but amongst His people, amongst His people. In other words, let me share it this way, If you 
want to experience the fullness of God's presence and power, you need to plug into His house, His 
church. That's His plan. Can you be saved and go to heaven without becoming part of a local institution 
called a church? Certainly, yes. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ alone.

Can you experience all that God wants for you, without ever coming near His bride or His body? No, 
there are things that He has for your life, that He desires for your life, that you'll only find by connecting 
to God's house. So, let me just share with you, I'm going to talk for just a minute about what it looks like 
to come to God's house. But, I'm not just talking about attending church on Sunday. I want to be really 
clear. Let me put it this way, coming to God's house is not about showing up at a building, or an event. 
It's not about picking 8:30, 10:00, or, 11:30, when do we want to come to God's house? Instead, it's 
about gathering as God's family. Okay? We gather in a big group, we gather in small groups, we gather 
in house churches.

There're places on earth where people gather underground, not literally underground, but in places 
where it's illegal for them to have a church service, and so, secretly, quietly, they take two or three at a 
time and go in, and they'll spend hours together under the cover of darkness. The church, God's family, 
the body of Christ, it is God's dwelling place all over the planet, and that is where God meets with His 
people, and shows Himself in amazing ways. So, if you've reasoned thus far, "I'm a Christian, I'm a 
believer, and I'm doing just fine without the church," you've got to understand that you can learn a lot 
about the Bible, without the church. You can learn a lot about history, without the church. And you can 
have lots of your own opinions and philosophies, without the church.

But, you cannot experience the fullness of life as God wants you to have it, without coming to God's 
house. In other words, here's the commitment that I've made, I've decided not only to follow Jesus, but, 
in following Jesus, I've also said, "If Jesus died for the church," Ephesians 5 says, "If He died for the 
church, then, I'm not giving up on the church. I need my family." And I'm not only going to be a part of 
Jesus's world, I'm going to be part of His family. I am a son of the house. Some of you are sons of the 
house, you're daughters of the house, you're children of the house. And I don't speak that in some kind 
of cult like manner as though this is the only house in town, there are over 200 churches in Benton 
County alone. So, I don't think that we're the only.

I thank God for the diversity and the strength and all kinds of different churches doing different things. 
That's great. I'm just saying that, at some point, you've got to look at where people gather as the church, 
and you've got to say, "I need to be part of that. I need to be part of that." It's not optional, It's not 
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extra. It's not just an add-on. It's not just, if I feel like it. It actually has some importance to my life, that I 
don't just get to decide to write it off and do my own thing. That, if I want all that God has for me, if I 
want the more I was made for, I've got to find some of that more in community with people. And here's 
where we run into problems, there's not a perfect community on Earth. Have you noticed that?

If you've ever gone to more than one church, if you've ever gone to church anywhere, you know it's not 
perfect. We're not perfect, Grace Hills Church is not a perfect church. And the reason I know that, is 
because, I look around and I go, "We're made up of human beings, and there's not a perfect one among 
us." And every time somebody perfect tries to join, it just messes things up. So, we work hard to 
preserve our imperfect people only. You perfect people, there's a perfect church somewhere, go, you'll 
never find it, but keep searching. And so, we are this body of people, and we're different, and we've got 
brokenness, and some of us are kind of dysfunctional, and some of us are, we've got problems and 
issues.

And Jesus says to all of us, "I want you to bring all that, and come be a family." And then, the family 
sometimes has problems, and we don't relate well to each other. We don't understand each other, or 
our backgrounds clash a little bit, or something goes on. And Jesus says, "That's okay, I am amongst you, 
and I can work very powerfully to bring a sense of unity, that has to be divine in its origin." And you get 
the first 12 that He picked, that He called, among those 12 disciples, they were quite different. He's got a 
zealot, who hates Rome and wants to start a rebellion. And then, He's got a tax collector that works for 
the IRS. And these two guys probably hate each other, and they only know each other. And Jesus said, 
"It's okay, we'll figure it out. Let's be a body. Let's be a body." And He's been saying that ever since.

So, when I talk about coming to God's house, you need to know, I'm not talking about coming to an 
event on Sunday, I'm not talking about showing up at a building, I'm talking about coming to the 
gathering of God's people, and saying, "There's something that I need here." And I want to share with 
you very quickly, seven reasons why I think this matters. And I know what you're thinking, "We're 30 
minutes into the sermon, he is just now to point one of seven points. So, six hours from now, we'll be..." 
No, what I want to do is purposely kind of rapid fire these to you, because, each one of them could be a 
message, in and of themselves, and they come from all different places in the Scriptures. But, I want to 
sort of rapidly give you seven reasons that mean a lot to me.

These are not the only seven reasons to gather with God's people, to gather with the house, but, these 
are seven reasons that mean a lot to me. The first one is this, we gather to offer up our praise. In other 
words, it's not entirely about what you get out of it. Sometimes, people will send me worship songs that 
have moved them, and I always feel bad if I'm not moved too. Anyone else do this? So, last week, my 
wife sent me one. She sent me a song, and she's like, "You've got to hear this, it'll make you cry like it 
made me cry." And so, I listened to it, I'm like... She said, "What do you think of that song?" And I 
actually said, "I didn't get much out of it."

Yeah, isn't that terrible? I get on to people for saying that about church. But, I'm just confessing here, 
sometimes I slip into being the consumer who says, "I'll go, but I've got to know I'm going to get 
something out of it." But, the root reason for church, the first and foremost reason we gather together 
is not for how it makes me feel. It's not for what it does for me. It's not for the benefit it puts in my life. 
It's not for the blessing that I get out of it. It's because the King is alive, and He deserves praise. So, we 
come to offer that together. Because, the more of us on this planet who are praising Him, the more the 
rest of the world takes notice and glorifies Him. So, we come together for that reason.
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I need the church, because I need some people to praise God with. I need some people to cover my 
voice, because I'm a mediocre singer, and you guys are awesome. And so, we need to come together, 
and together lift our voices to offer up praise, because the King deserves it. So, reason number one is, 
it's not a benefit for you. It's not a benefit for you, it's just a recognition of gratitude, that this body 
exists because Jesus bled and died on a cross and rose again to make this happen. And so, I come to 
offer a praise. Secondly, we come to hear from God together, to hear from God together. Now, again, 
can you hear from God? Can you study your Bible? Can you soak up the Scriptures by yourself, apart 
from the church? Absolutely.

What's funny to me is, in my experience, in my experience, people who study really hard to know a lot 
about the Bible, and don't go to church because they can know it without going, are some of the 
grumpiest know-it-alls on the planet. You know what I'm saying? Like, they know when Jesus is coming 
and how Trump fits in. They know all these facts about the second... I'm not saying anything about how 
Trump fits in, I'm just saying, some people think they've got it figured out, and they've got all these facts 
and figures, and they know all these things about the Scripture. And they can argue with you about the 
festivals and all of this stuff, but they don't really need the church, because church is full of people not 
as smart as them. And they are the grumpiest folks on the planet.

And so, we need to hear from God together. I need to hear from God, standing next to you. And you 
need to hear from Him standing next to me, because I believe you can look in the Scripture and see that 
God often speaks to a community gathered. And He does it in unexpected ways, and He does it in ways 
that I cannot receive, when I disconnect myself from the body. We need to hear from God together. You 
also need to know that we work really hard here, that with all of our messages, that we're very careful 
to know the basis of that message needs to be the truth of the Scripture that God has spoken in His 
Word, and that the Bible continues to speak. Not that it gives us or invents new things, but that we keep 
discovering old things, as the Holy Spirit helps us to discover the meaning of Scripture together. And so, 
we need to hear from God together.

Thirdly, we've got to watch God work powerfully. I need to gather with God's people, with you guys, this 
house, because God does powerful things here. Things I can't explain. Things that happen within this 
body. I mean, I've watched, in the last eight years, as people with addictions have been set free, and 
marriages where someone was filing that day, has been fixed, has been repaired, has been healed. I've 
watched as people on the brink of just giving it all up, have been saved and rescued and brought back. 
I've watched the miraculous happen. We've watched people be healed in different ways, physically, 
spiritually, emotionally or relationally. We've watched those things occur, God powerfully works among 
His people.

On the day of Pentecost, it's when they got together, that, all of a sudden, God poured Himself out on 
them, in such a way that no one present could deny that God was there, and He was powerful. And I 
need this house, because I need to watch the power of God work in you, and you need to watch the 
power of God work in me. Number... whatever number we're on, number four, to use our gifts. I need to 
go to God's house, because I have a gift to share with you, and you have a gift to share with me. Every 
believer is gifted, every last one of us. And when I go, "I don't really need the church," I'm not just 
talking about me not needing the church, I am at the same time saying, "I'm not giving my gift to anyone 
else. I'm not sharing what I'm good at with anyone else. I'm not serving you, I'm going to do it alone."
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So, we cut ourselves off, and we don't use our gifts. So, I need God's house because I need a place to use 
my gift, to share it, to serve other people. Next slide, number five, to be reminded of the mission, to be 
reminded of the mission. I've often said that Sunday is not the game, Sunday is not where the action 
happens, Sunday is the pep rally. Sunday is where I come and get educated, then I get fired up, and we 
encourage each other. And then, we leave here, and we go love people, and share the truth, and do 
ministry, and live in our neighborhoods, and care for the people around us, and reach others with the 
light and the hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Here, we get reminded that we're on mission.

Number six, I need to come to God's house, so that we can together include more people in God's 
family. I know that if I have a friend that doesn't know Jesus, and I bring him to Grace Hills, you guys are 
going to love him. I know that. I know that this community is going to take care of that person, that 
we're going to welcome them. We're going to make them feel accepted. No matter what their 
background is, I know that. And so, I don't have to carry the burden alone, of expanding the kingdom of 
God, and neither do you. That, we get to work as a community. I get to say, "Come meet my family on 
Sunday, and bring someone to witness and see for themselves that the power of God works among 
God's people." So, we get to invite others as community.

And then, seventh, to experience freedom together, to experience freedom together. Now, like I said, 
there's more. But, these are seven. I need God's house, I need you, I need my people. I need Jesus's 
people in my life, because, we get to experience freedom together. This is a place where bondage gets 
broken. This is a place where we lift each other up out of the pit. This is a place where freedom happens. 
Bible says in 2 Corinthians chapter 3, "Now, the Lord is spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is..." And 
remember, we're the temple, we're the house. The spirit is here, He lives in us. And where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is what? Freedom, freedom. I need you.

Here's the bottom line for me, when it comes to how I've come to think about the church. And by the 
way, if you want to talk about church frustration and hurt, I've been there, I understand that. I left a 
church that, when I was 19 years old, and I said, "Okay, this is it. I've been pastoring this church for five 
months, I can't do it anymore because there's so much racism, so much hatred. I did not anticipate this. I 
am done." And in that moment, the church to me looked ugly. And I thought, "I am done. I am finished." 
And then, God just has this way of like saying, "No, I want you to serve over here." And I'm going, "No, 
no." You've had this.

And then, eventually brought us to a place where I thought, "I'm not doing it anymore. I'm not going to 
be a pastor anymore. I'm done." And then, God, like, taps me on the shoulder, "Hey, Brandon." "No." 
"No, no, no, I've got a body, and I want you to serve them." "No, God, I've done that." But, very 
reluctantly, "Okay, okay, one more time." And then, we spent eight years with a family just healing us, 
just healing us. And I've learned that I'm an imperfect part of this body as well. So, I can't look in and go, 
"It's not perfect, I don't like it. It's got flaws, it hurts, it's difficult." I've come to a place in my life, where I 
have no problems admitting, I need you, I need you. I need this family, I need Grace Hills Church.

I thought, eight years ago, that we were starting a church, because we wanted to do something good for 
our community. That Northwest Arkansas needed the message that we had to offer. I've learned, eight 
years in, I needed this church. My family needed you, and you've been there. And I'm so thankful. We 
need this. I proudly say, I'm a son of this house. I'm a member of His body and His family. He died to 
make it happen, I've received Him, I've been born again, I've been adopted into His family and we gather 
on Sundays, and I don't want to miss one. I don't want to miss one, because I need you.
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So, I just want to challenge you with this, if you've never made a commitment to Christ, you've never 
received Him as your Savior, as the director, the CEO, the boss, the king, the president, the Lord of your 
life, He gets it all. If you've never made that kind of commitment, it starts there. Because, what happens 
is, when you come to Jesus, and you say, "I see what you did on the cross for me, I see that you died to 
pay the penalty for my sins, and I want to receive that, I want to believe in what you did. I want my sins 
forgiven, I want to be saved and born again." Jesus not only forgives all of our sins, but He also swings 
the front door open, and says, "Come into my family."

He's the gate, He's the door, He's the way, the truth, and the life. And it starts by coming to know Him. 
And so, I just want to challenge you to start there. And if you're a Christian and a believer, and you've 
been following Him, but this idea of church, you've got it at arm's length, I understand, you should take 
your time and prayerful and carefully find a church that teaches truth, and honors Jesus, I admire that, I 
encourage that. But, when you see it and you know, this is the one to say, "I am committing myself to 
the people of this house, that we together will build this dwelling place for God and do the best we can 
in doing it." Because, He shows up and He empowers us in ways we never expected.

I want us to just bow our heads for a moment. Father, I want to ask you right now, to just let your spirit 
sweep through this room. And if someone is here, and they are carrying church hurt, they've been let 
down, forsaken, they've been abandoned, they've seen things go wrong, Lord, I'm asking you to heal it. 
But, I also know, God, that you do that in the church. That we find healing from being hurt by the 
church, only within the church. Father, begin to heal, begin to move.

If you're here this morning, you've never trusted Jesus, you've never received Him as your Savior, He is 
the door into the family of God, would you just say to Him, "Lord, I need the forgiveness of my sins. I 
believe you died for me, you rose again. I receive you today as my Savior, I'm coming into your family, 
coming into your family." When you pray that, when you say that to God, He swings the door open and 
He welcomes you into His home.

If you're here this morning, you're, "I just never have committed, I've just never, I don't know what to 
do," would you just right now just pray this simple prayer, "God, I don't know what my next step is, but 
I'm willing to take it. I'm willing to take one next step at being a part of your body, at being a part of your 
family, at being a son or a daughter of your house. I've got to love you, I'm thankful for this moment, I'm 
thankful for your family. I need your church, I love you for it. God, we praise you in Jesus name, amen.
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