
Doing the Next Right Thing 
What Happens Next, Week Five 

 

The future doesn’t belong to the smartest people or the most talented people, or the most 

charismatic people. 

 

The future belongs to the action takers.  
 

One of the things I love about James is his gut-level honesty. He’s super practical. And he 

addresses a problem even more prevalent in the church today than in his own day… 

 

We already know more than we’re doing.  
 

James 1:19-27 NIV 

[19] My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 

listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, [20] because human anger does not 

produce the righteousness that God desires. [21] Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the 

evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  

[22] Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. [23] 

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at 

his face in a mirror [24] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 

what he looks like. [25] But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 

and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed 

in what they do.  

[26] Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on 

their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. [27] Religion that God our 

Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

 

Whenever you go through a slow season, a period of hardship in which it seems like you’re 

not going to make any progress, you have a choice… 

 

 

 



You can regress or make progress and the difference is 

the choice to be an action taker.  
 

James gives us several examples in this passage… 

 

Example #1: You can change the way you process your feelings. 
 

Human anger doesn’t ever produce God’s righteousness in your life, so you have to make 

the choice to handle your emotions better… 

 

- Be quick to listen. 

- Be slow to react. 

- Be slow to get angry. 

 

Example #2: You can eliminate unholy, unhealthy behaviors. 
 

You can only stop doing the things that hurt God’s heart and hurt your heart and the hearts 

of the people you love when you get fed up and take decisive action.  

 

Example #3: You can change the way you speak .  
 

James will come back to this subject later, but when it comes to your tongue, you can take 

responsibility for the things you say and decide to say different things.  

 

Example #4: You can show love and care for other people. 

 

Real religion isn’t a set of rituals to be performed on Sunday. It’s loving people like Jesus 

does all week long.  

 

 

What is it that God wants you to ACT on today? What’s your next right step?  

 

● Putting your trust in Christ? 

● Getting help for your addictive patterns? 

● Serving your neighbors? 

 

 

 


