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Well, Good Morning Grace Hills. Glad you guys are here for this fun Sunday. It's kind of our summer 
kickoff sort of Sunday. And at the end of this service there's going to be ice cream. Okay? A big truck out 
there filled with ice cream so you can grab that on the way. And if you have children, just be warned. 
We're handing them a water balloon on the way out. So watch the cell phones. We're assuming that 
they're picking up all kinds of values in kid's church about being nice and not cruel. But then they are 
children, so we'll see.

Thank you for being here. Welcome. And somewhere near you is a communication card you can fill out 
if there's something on your mind, if you're a guest, if you've got a question an issue, something you 
want us to pray about. This past week we had a bunch of those turned in. We prayed through them as a 
staff, and so we love doing that on in our Wednesday meetings. And so you can fill one of those out. If 
you're watching online, welcome. Thank you guys for tuning in. That's kind of a cool thing.

We're wrapping up a message series today that's all about fear. And this past weekend I saw an 
illustration before my very eyes of what happens when fear begins to be released. Now, I know that at 
the beginning of this message series, I promised that the message series itself was not necessarily going 
to relieve all of your phobias in life. That we're not talking about spiders or the dark or thunder lightning 
or anything else. And so we're talking about deeper issues. But I did see this illustration. My children are 
not always fond of critters and bugs. Okay? Like to the point that sometimes it's bedtime and I hear, 
Daddy! And I go running upstairs and there's a moth. And you'd think it was Mothra and I have to slay 
the beast before they can go to bed.

So we went camping Friday night, me and my two little boys went camping, and I was noticing before 
we got the tent all set up and then it's dusk and there's a bunch of other kids out there. And I look up 
and they're playing kickball and they're playing flashlight tag. And we'd already seen spiders, crickets, 
we heard the cicadas and the tree frogs. Saturday morning we saw a snake, he crawled between our 
chairs over our breakfast burritos. We'd seen wasps. We'd seen all these things, and yet there were my 
boys out there running around like none of those things mattered, having all kinds of fun. And I just got 
to thinking about the kind of freedom that we get to enjoy when fear begins to fade. That as we start to 
deal with things, and we start to deal with our fears and we start to deal with the things that we're 
afraid of in life, then we begin to experience a lot more freedom and a lot more joy.

So we've been walking through this series on Psalm 23 and we've talked about fear each Sunday. We've 
talked about fearing the valleys of life, fearing death, fearing those things that threaten us. We've talked 
about fearing running out and how God is a provider. And he tells us as as our great shepherd, that we 
don't have to worry about running out, that his supply is always going to be there. I want to close this 
series with a final promise, and the promise is simply this, you don't have to be afraid anymore. You 
don't have to be afraid anymore. In other words, from an eternal perspective, when it comes to issues of 
life and death and spirituality, you don't have to live in fear anymore.

Now, if that sounds radical like, well, I'm still afraid. First I want you to know that we're talking about an 
eternal promise that has present effects. Okay? And we'll dig into that today as we kind of close this, this 
eternal promise that has present effects. But I also want you to know that I'm with you, that I know I 
don't have to be afraid of things anymore. I don't have to walk in fear. I don't have to live with a sense of 
timidity about life. I can face life boldly every day, all day. We get the freedom to do that. And yet, I also 
will stand here saying that after preaching four parts of a message series about being fearless, this week 
I was still facing fears in my life.
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There's the fear of criticism, the fear of judgment from other people, the fear that we face about being 
found out, and I don't mean anything necessarily heinous about that. I just mean all of us have a 
tendency to be afraid that other people will see us at our weakest or will discover the worst parts of us. 
And so we're afraid of that. We're afraid of failing, we're afraid of messing up. I still struggle with fears. 
Now, these kinds of messages from scripture like Psalm 23, as you begin to unpack them, it starts to chip 
away at the fear that we feel, but God is going to use our lifetime to free us. And so there are these 
radical moments where fear gets broken over something. But then there's the rest of my life where I'm 
still kind of dealing with some fear to one degree or another, and I'll use the rest of my life to learn how 
to emerge from that.

So I want us to read Psalm 23 one last time together as we close this series. We'll read it out loud with 
one another. And I want to focus on the very last verse today. But let's read together Psalm 23:1. The 
Bible says this, "The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for 
his namesake. Yeah, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for you 
are with me. Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever."

That last verse, goodness and mercy follow me throughout my life and when my life is over, I know I'll 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever. It's funny, we were sitting around the campfire Saturday morning 
eating breakfast. And the the grown men were talking about camping gear and how much there is 
available on the market. We were talking about maybe we should invest in a few things for future 
camping trips, and there was like this portable toilet solution and then there were fans that are battery 
powered and the list just kept going. And I'm sitting there and I finally say, "You know what, I got an 
idea. I think what we need is a tent that's made out of, I don't know, two by fours with some insulation 
and brick over that. And then maybe like trusses and some shingles or something on top, a garage on 
one end, AC and heat installed fridge inside. That that'd be a great tent. We could just haul that around."

So I think that that we feel safest at home, right? That's the safest place on earth. When you think about 
what if some kind of apocalyptic thing happens in the world? I want to make sure I can get home. I want 
to make sure I can get to my family. I want to make sure we can get to the safe place. And I love the way 
he closes this because the shepherd has led us by the still waters and he has walked us through the 
valley of the shadow of death. He has taken us places, but then he lets us know the way the destination 
ends, the way the journey concludes is I will dwell in God's family forever. I love that closing.

He promises us safety, security, provision, everything that I need in life, everything I'm afraid of losing, 
everything I'm afraid of being without, everything I have feared, it's going to be solved forever, and 
that's the way he closes the Psalm. Okay? Here's the problem, and I want to bring the problem back up 
again that we've dealt with all of these weeks. The problem is this, fear will hold you back from pursuing 
your purpose, the freedom and the abundance, God's plan for you, right? And so God intends good 
things for his people. He intends for our journey to be one of growth toward victory. That's his plan. His 
intention is that I come to know him in a redemptive way. I see what Jesus did for me on the cross. I 
receive that to save me, to redeem me. And then I'm entering into a relationship with him and I get to 
know him.
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And over time, he wants me to emerge and to grow and to experience more freedom and more 
boldness about life. He wants me to pursue his purposes with a passion for his glory, share his message 
and his story. I mean, that's the journey that God wants me to be on, and my biggest obstacle, at least 
my biggest obstacle, is my own fear. It's my own fear. I think the obstacle is some outside threat or some 
particular circumstance, but at the end of the day, lots of people who've lived with Jesus and have 
served Jesus have faced those same kinds of obstacles and have overcome and found victory. My 
problem is not the obstacle. My problem is usually the fear that I feel over the obstacle. It'll hold me 
back. And as I said, I still struggle with different kinds of fears in my life and just when I think I've gotten 
them beaten, something else comes up that sort of highlights no, I got more stuff to work there.

I got some more fear to deal with, to lay on the altar and to overcome once again. And it's left me with a 
burning question that I think a lot of you feel as well. At least you feel it in the low moments. You may 
not feel it today. You may not feel it while eating ice cream after church, but there come those moments 
in life where you ask this question, when will I finally be fearless? When will I finally overcome this? You 
ever wonder that? I've been married 22 years, I've been on the earth 41 years. I can think back over that 
time and think of lots of moments and occasions where I thought I was over something. I thought I'd 
dealt with something. I thought I was past it. And then something comes along and just sort of taps into 
a place of pain or sensitivity in me and the fear comes creeping back and I see it and I ask that question, 
when am I finally going to get over this? When am I going to finally get over this?

Well, God has an answer. And he answered it in the Psalm, and here's his answer. You won't live in fear 
forever. You won't. So you don't have to live in fear now. In other words, I think that the way that we 
overcome fear here and now, is yes, it's about trusting the shepherd and walking hand in hand with him 
and obeying his plan and his purposes. That way I'm on track and I'm within the boundaries that he has 
for me that are for my good and all of that. But also there is this eternal perspective that affects the way 
I live every day. I know that I won't have to live in fear forever, and so it affects the level of fear that I 
struggle with here and now. That the more hungry I get for that kind of an eternity, the brighter the 
vision of God's vision for us that we have, the more confident I get about life.

The more I realize that my pain and my problems and my fears are temporary, the more I understand 
that in the grand scheme of things, they don't matter that much, the more I'm going to be willing to face 
life with courage and boldness here and now because I know this is temporary. I know it's temporary, 
that this is not going to destroy me. When you start to look at the things in your life that you're most 
afraid of and you start to understand, this will not destroy me, this cannot have eternal control and 
power over me. Because what the Bible describes for me forever and forever and forever plus forever is 
a life free from all fear, free from threat, free from the obstacles, free of pain, free of criticism, free of 
exposure, free of all the things that we fear, this side of death on this planet while we're still walking 
around in this skin and bones, right?

So the, all the things I'm afraid of today, they're all going to be solved for eternity. I will dwell, I will live 
in God's household forever and it will forever be okay. And that makes a difference here and now. 
Because sometimes what would I get afraid of in the moment is I'm never going to be able to overcome 
this, I'm never going to escape this. This is going to take away my family. This is going to take away my 
job. This is going to take my security. This is going to take my sense of significance in the world. This is 
going to take my dignity. This is going to take all that from me. And those kinds of defeating thoughts 
start to enter in when I'm afraid of what's in front of me and I'm afraid of the threat, I start to believe 
this lie that it can somehow have a permanent effect on my life, that I'm going to lose it all.
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And yet when I come back to Psalm 23 he says, "Goodness and mercy will follow me," will literally 
pursue me, chase me all the days of my life. And at the end of that, I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. I'll dwell in the house of the Lord forever. You ever watch a movie twice or three times or 83 
times? I have certain movies I could watch over and over and over. I won't even name them because 
you'll judge me and stuff. Oh, I can't believe the pastor would watch that. But I watch certain movies 
and here's the thing, I know how they're going to end. And yet every time I watch the same movie that 
I've watched before... well, I'll just draw an example like Die Hard, just a Christmas classic that gets 
forgotten every December.

And Die Hard, I know how it's going to end. Right? I know I can see Hahn's his face fading into the night. I 
can't believe I'm talking about this in church. But I can see that. So I know how it's going to end. But then 
there are these moments where Bruce Willis cheats death and I'm getting nervous and I know what's 
going to happen. I know he's going to come out and he's got the duct tape on his back. I know that. But 
in the moment I'm scared for him, even though I know how it's going end. But I will say this, knowing 
how it's going to end, I watched the movie differently than I did the first time.

Maybe a more recent example, Avengers, Infinity War, not End Game, but Infinity War. When everybody 
goes to the movie theater, like, yay, we love all our heroes. And then by the end of the movie, they're 
like, what just happened? We didn't see that coming. We didn't see that coming. But now when you 
watch it again, and I don't want to... but just trust me, it gets better. There's hope. Just like there is in 
Psalm 23, there's hope in the End Game. And so now I know and I watch it differently and I experience it 
differently.

Same is true in my life because when I think about, if I do this, I'm going to get criticized. If I do this, I'm 
going to be judged. People are going to think things about me. People are going to say things to me. I'm 
going to go through a hard time. Taking this particular stand is going to cost me my role or position at 
work or my status in the community. Or I'm going to do this thing that requires courage and I'm afraid in 
the moment that this is going to happen as a result. There's going to be this consequence or persecution 
or suffering of some kind. But when I remember this eternal perspective, I get to know that none of that 
is final, that failure is not final. Death is not final. None of the things that threaten me last forever, and 
so I get to face them with a little more courage today knowing that, just knowing God's eternal 
perspective on things.

Now I want to talk for a second about how we do this daily. Okay? How do you do this daily? Because I 
believe that when we start to live with an eternal perspective about fear, it changes the way I face fear 
here and now every day. It definitely makes a difference, but the question is how does it make a 
difference? When I get up in the morning and I roll out of the bed, how do I face today differently? How 
do I face the next difficult meeting differently? How do I face the next confrontation differently? How do 
I face the next economic downturn differently in light of what God says about my fears and eternity? 
How do I do this daily?

I really believe the ultimate source is to go back to the promises of God, to what God says about fear. 
And as I started studying for this series, I learned, God says a lot about fear in scripture. It comes up over 
and over. Almost every book of the Bible talks about fear in one respect or another, from one angle or 
another, that over and over you get this simple two word command from God to his people, fear not. 
And then he always follows that up, it seems, with a reason why we get to fear not.
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So I just want to look real quickly at four big promises from God. We're not expounding all of these. 
Were just mentioning them and you can study them later. These are things that I get to claim in every 
moment of my life. So I want to give you a quick instruction about how to think. And then I'm going to 
look at the passage that sort of tells me that, okay? So if on a daily occasion by occasion basis, you want 
to live without fear and overcome your fear of each obstacle one at a time, each day one at a time, here 
are four ways to keep doing that consistently throughout your life.

First off is walk in your new relationship, walk in your new relationship. In other words, if I'm going to 
use eternity's courage today, then I need to realize, I need to live in the reality, that I am born again. I'm 
brand new, I'm a new creature, my identity is different. I'm in a relationship with the Father. My life is 
not what it used to be. I get to walk in newness of life, right? And so when I choose to walk in newness 
of life and lean into my relationship with God, it makes a difference in how I face the fears of life.

1 John 4:8, the Bible says no fear exists where his love is. And let me clarify in the context, John is saying, 
you don't have to live, if you're a child of God, you don't have to be afraid that God is going to destroy 
you, okay? That's his greater context point. If you're a child of God, you never again have to fear that 
he's going to judge or destroy you because he's done that in Jesus on the cross, on your behalf.

So you don't have to live in fear of God. There's a fear or a respect or an awe of God. But what he's 
talking about here is the kind of fear that makes us withdraw. So there's an awe, and that's like a fear 
that makes me want to move toward God. But what he's talking about here is the kind of fear that 
makes me want to move away from God because I'm scared of what he's gonna do to me. And so he 
says, no fear exists where love is. Rather, perfect love gets rid of fear because fear involves punishment. 
And the person who lives in fear doesn't have perfect love.

In other words, I have this love relationship with the Father, an assurance that he loves me, that his 
promises about the future are a description of the kind of relationship I get to have with him. That he's 
my Father, that he loves me and cares for me as the great shepherd and I'm one of his sheep. And as a 
result of that new relationship, that new identity, that new connection with God, I get to walk in 
confidence every day. I get to walk in confidence every day.

Now, I will confess, I haven't told my wife this story yet, but on the way to the campground, I was trying 
to prepare my kids for what we might experience. And I said, hey guys, let me just remind y'all, what do 
you do if you see a bear or a bobcat? And there was this long pause and finally just a question, are we 
going to see any bears bobcats? So I'm like, no guys, it's Pea Ridge. They have donkeys. Apparently the 
jump... I don't know, this weird thing Pea Ridge does. But there's, I said, you don't have to worry about 
that. So I kind of got over that. Right? I don't even remember where I was going with that.

But I do know this, that I know that their instinct was, well, we'll just find you, right? And yeah, I'll take 
on the bear. I'll take on the bobcat any day because they know that because of my skills that as an 
outdoor survivalist and MMA fighter and all that stuff, that I can handle that. And so they just know dad 
is somewhere nearby. Well, think about that. You're a child of God, right?

And so people will threaten you, and life will threaten you and there are all these things to be afraid of 
and yet you get to go, I got a Father who made it all, rules it all, runs it all. He's got me in the palm of his 
hand, he walks with me. He's big and strong, and capable and he doesn't fear anything because he 
overcomes evil for all eternity. He already has. It's as good as done. Satan is as good as judged already. 
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He's just riding out the rest of his time for a season, but God has already won the war and he's declared 
it and I am his child. And I get to walk in that relationship, I get to walk in newness of life.

Here's the second thing. I get to walk in my new gifting, to walk in my new gifting. Now again, these are 
somewhat disconnected and that's okay. I just want you to know there's some scenarios where what 
you need to remember is I have a relationship with the Father who's all powerful, all knowing and all 
mighty. And then sometimes you're also going to need to remember I have a new gifting. And I don't 
have to be afraid because God has gifted me.

And here's where the Bible talks about this. In 2 Timothy 1, he says, "This is why I remind you to fan into 
flame the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you." And then he continues, "For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline." I put those two verses 
together, again because of context. That we often quote verse seven but we forget what he's actually 
talking about. He's not given us a spirit of fear. That's true. That's always true, but in the context, it's 
extra significant that he says, I want you to use your gifts. And how many of us are still not exercising the 
gifts God's given us, the abilities that he's given us to serve others and make a difference and make an 
impact because we're afraid. We're afraid people won't receive it.

We're afraid somebody will ask, who do you think you are? We're afraid of all kinds of things, and for 
that reason we don't use our gifts. And yet he says, I want you to use your gift. Fan it into flame, 
cultivate your passion for serving with your gifts, and the reason why you can use your gifts is God has 
not given us a spirit of fear. He has not gifted us with a spirit that causes fear or timidity. He has gifted us 
with a spirit of power, love and self discipline, power, love and self discipline. I get to walk in my new 
gifting as a result of my relationship with God. In other words, it's like the whole... almost a Thomas the 
tank. I don't think Thomas was the the tank engine, but the one that could or couldn't. Just forget it. I'll 
save that for the second service. But I get to walk and know that I can do this, that I don't have to look at 
life and go, I just can't, I just can't.

Another camping experience, I'm rolling with them today. We were doing archery, shooting bows and 
arrows on Saturday. And I watched this one kid and he picks up the bow and arrow, and he shoots it and 
it hits the ground. And he just kind of tosses the bow down. He's like, "I can't do this." I think he even 
said something like, "I'm the worst archer in history." Something like that. And so the scout leader's like, 
"No, let me show you how." So he picks it up again and he pulls it back again, and bam, it hits the hay 
bale. And all of a sudden the kids like, "I'm awesome." And there's all these boys lined up and I'm 
standing behind them and I say, "You're a Katniss Everdeen." It didn't go over as well as I hoped. He 
turns around and he's like, "She's a girl." "Well, she's a better archer than you."

No, I didn't say that. I didn't say that at all. But I get to do things. I don't have to live going, I can't, I just 
can't. I'm not up to it. I'll never be good enough. I'll never be as good as that guy. I don't have to look 
around and compare and go, I'm a four and he's an eight. No, I get to go, God has given me a gift. I get 
to use it. I get to bravely freely use it because it's from God. Right?

Here's the third thing. I get to walk in God's protection. I get to walk in his protection. I get to continually 
walk in his promise of protection, of watching over and guarding me. Now let me be really clear. I don't 
like using scripture to issue a kind of false promise that once you follow Jesus, you'll never be hurt again. 
That's not what the scripture is really teaching. It teaches instead that from an eternal perspective, 
nothing can hurt you in the sense of damaging you forever. You get to experience the forever kind of 
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protection and healing from God. But here's what David said in Psalm 23, same author of Psalm 23 also 
wrote 27. And he said, "The Lord is my light and my salvation, so why should I be afraid? The Lord is my 
fortress protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble? When evil people come to devour me, 
when my enemies and foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. Though a mighty army surrounds me. 
My heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident."

Does that mean that a surrounding army couldn't kill David? No. It means ultimately, Jesus put it this 
way, don't fear what people can do to the body. Fear those who have an effect on your soul, and that's 
God. And if you're his child, you're okay. And so even when bad things happen, I still don't have to be 
afraid because ultimately I'm okay from eternity's perspective, right? So I'm protected in that sense and 
I can lean into his protection when I'm facing those moments. I can rise with confidence when I'm facing 
threats knowing that God is good and continues to be good.

Okay, here's the fourth one. Walk in supernatural power. I get to walk in supernatural power. Now, 
when I use words like supernatural, I think that a lot of us, because of our cultural perspectives, we get a 
picture of something magical or mystical. Well, there's certainly things beyond what we can see and 
measure, okay? God is an invisible God who has done absolutely amazing and miraculous things 
throughout history. And in fact a miracle, if you want a good definition of a miracle, it's just when 
something that happens that can't happen. When something violates the laws of physics and nature and 
the universe and the laws of what is normal, when something violates those laws and it shouldn't 
happen, it can't happen and yet it happens, that's a miracle. Our next sermon series by the way, is called 
miraculous. We're just walking through a bunch of miracles of Jesus, but that's what it is. A miracle is 
when supernatural things occur. And so I don't want you to get it in your mind that I'm saying that we as 
Christians are now like Dr. Strange and we float and create circles.

What I'm saying is that as I walk through life, every natural obstacle that I face, every natural earthly 
threat to me, I get to overcome because I follow a God who is super, he is larger than what is natural. I 
get to walk in supernatural power, that as a Christian, as a believer, there's a difference in my life now. 
That literally I get to walk around experiencing an exercising supernatural kind of victory over natural 
occurrences, that over natural threats I get to face them in the power of a God who is bigger than 
nature, who created nature, and it exists in a sphere that he is over and outside of. So Hebrews 13, 
another promise. He said, "So we can say with confidence, the Lord is my helper, so I will have no fear. 
What can mere people do to me?" Mere people.

He's not talking about people's value. He's talking about people's abilities. People are natural things, 
right? And so all the threats, the things I'm most afraid of in life, all of those threats are natural, earthly. 
They are of this planet and of this world. And I get to walk in supernatural ability as a Christian. Adrian 
Rogers called it being supernaturally natural. Walking through life in a way that might seem natural to 
everyone around me, but from within there's a supernatural infusion of power from the Holy Spirit, that 
God carries me and empowers me and emboldens me. And so I get to live fearless.

Now, let me bring it down to a question. I want to ask you and I want you to ask yourself, because I was 
dealing with this this past week. I was preparing the sermon, I was wrestling with some things in my life. 
I'm praying about those things and I wrote down in my journal paper thing. I just wrote across the top of 
a sheet, "If I wasn't afraid I would... If I wasn't afraid I would." And I stared at that for a long time and I 
got to thinking, I need to face every day like that. And I need to face each conversation like that. I need 
to face every new social situation like that. If I'm an introvert, I know that walking into certain scenarios 
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I'm going to be easily intimidated or I'm going to really enjoy the corner. And so to emerge out of that, 
how do I merge out of that? I started asking myself if I wasn't afraid, I would... I would engage in 
conversation. That's what I would do.

If I have to confront someone over something and I'm tempted to just kind of whitewash it and not 
really deal with it and just kind of ignore it and let the problem go on. But if I wasn't afraid, I would 
handle this in a forthright way, so that's what I need to do. If I wasn't afraid, I would go and apply for 
that job. If I wasn't afraid, I would go ask for that promotion. If I wasn't afraid, I would have this 
conversation with my spouse about what I've been struggling with. If I wasn't afraid, I would... and I get 
to fill in the blanks. And then I get to reword the question because as I stared at it, if I wasn't afraid, if 
fear was not a factor for me, I would... and I get to cross that out. It's funny because the Greek word that 
we translate, if, in the new testament it can be translated into one of two different English words. And in 
the Greek, there wasn't really a difference between these two. You can translate it, if, or you could 
translate it, since.

And so I realized the word, if. If fear wasn't a factor, I would... It really is since, since I don't have to be 
afraid anymore, since I have overcome this, since God has given me his promises, since I live in 
supernatural power, since I have a relationship with God, since fear is going to be conquered for 
eternity, I will... and then I fill in that blank with whatever God has called me to, whatever purpose he's 
asked me to pursue, whatever next challenge he's given to me. Since fear is overcome, I will. If there's 
an opportunity to go on a mission trip, host a small group, share my faith with a neighbor, serve 
someone, take on a leadership capacity, do something in my community that makes a difference. And 
those opportunities come along and I believe it might be me. I think I'm gifted. I think I'm called but I'm 
afraid.

Well, since I don't have to fear anymore, and I don't, since I don't, I will... and then fill in the blank with 
what God has called you to do next and gifted you to do next because he is going to carry you through it. 
We really get to walk fearless. That doesn't mean you're never going to feel fear, it doesn't mean you're 
never going to experience the emotion of fear. You'll experience the emotion of fear. And the emotion 
of fear might even influence your mind to fear in terms of decision, but you will never face a true reality 
of fear the rest of your days when you come to know Jesus. Fear just doesn't hold any actual or 
permanent threat to me any longer. God has taken care of it. Okay?

If you weren't afraid, if fear wasn't a factor, what would you do next in your life today? What would you 
confront? What would you confess? What would you repent of? Who would you reach out to for help? 
What leadership role would you strive for, emerge into? What adventure would you go on for God? 
What mission would you embrace? With whom would you share your faith story if fear just wasn't a 
factor for you anymore? It isn't. It isn't. And since it's not, we get to take steps and we get to do it boldly.

Let's bow our heads. Father, I pray right now, right in this moment that your Holy Spirit would just 
present in our hearts what follows that phrase. Since I don't have to live in fear, God, I will. I will. Father, 
lead us there. Show us what to fill in at the end of that sentence. God, I know it's different for all of us in 
the room. I pray you give us courage. You've given us new life. You've given us your spirit. You've given 
us a plan and protection and power. Help us God to step over our fears and walk forward in confidence.

If you're here this morning and you're listening to this and you have yet to enter into a relationship with 
Jesus, he makes the pathway clear. He has given his son, Jesus Christ who died on a cross so that you 
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could have the forgiveness of all of your sins, so the cloud could be removed, the burden could be lifted, 
the guilt and shame could be eradicated from your life. Jesus went to the cross for you and it takes just 
enough courage to step forward and say, Jesus, I need you. Jesus, save me. Come into my life and be my 
Lord and my God come into my life and change me and make me whole and saved me and make me 
different. I repent of my sins. I give you my sin, God. Here it is. I repent of it and I trust Jesus today as my 
savior.

If you have the courage to pray that prayer, the courage to say, yes, Jesus, I want you as my savior, then 
I want to challenge you to also have the courage to make it known, to put it on one of those 
communication cards or tell your spouse or or set up an appointment with one of our staff or just say, I 
am a Christian. I'm a believer. I've given my life to Jesus and I want to step forward. I want to grow in my 
new found life in God. If you're a believer here and you know God's called you to a mission, he's called 
you to a ministry, he's called you to serve, to share, to tell someone about Jesus, to give, to host 
something, to do something for his honor and his glory, then this, pray God, help me to take this step, to 
step over my fear, to step over my fear and walk in your power and walk in newness of life and walk in 
the provision and the protect protection that you promise.

God, I want to live in that now. I want to pursue my purpose in spite of all the things I've been afraid of. 
God, give me courage. Father, I ask you now to make it clear to us what that is. We love you and we 
praise you in Jesus' precious name. Amen.
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