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Well, good morning, Grace Hills.

Good morning.

Glad you guys made it. It's kind of the start of summer. And every year, Memorial Day weekend, church 
members, like ants, scatter around the world.

And we actually have some good plans this summer. I spent a long time the last week or two doing a 
whole lot of praying and brainstorming, and just asking God for some direction and vision about the 
future and where we're going.

And for me, summertime is one of those times when, as a pastor, I kind of want to work on the church. 
In other words, most of the year, we work sort of in the church. You're in the sort of the rhythm of 
ministry, right? But in the summer, I want to step back and go, "Where are we doing well, and how can 
we improve, and what can we change, and what do we need to do to serve people better?"

So, over the next few weeks, I want to share some of that with you. Just things that we're going to be 
doing soon. And as we head into fall, and... I just think God has brought us here to this place, as a church 
family, with a really bright future. I believe big things about people in Northwest Arkansas who are 
broken and who need Jesus, and what God is up to excites me. And I'm just humbled to be part of it.

I want to thank you for being part of it today. Some of you, I know, are here for the first time. Whoever 
you are in this room, for everybody, there's a white card nearby, communication card, and I just want to 
draw your attention to that and say that by the end of this message, there may be something you want 
to put on that, just saying, "I was here," or, "I need prayer," or, "I need to be part of a small group," or 
whatever next step you might be wrestling with, struggling with. Just keep that in mind. Fill that out, and 
when the plate goes by, or the basket goes by at the end of service, just drop that in there, and we'll 
take a journey together, okay?

We've been in this message series called Fearless, and it's based in Psalm 23, which I keep saying is not 
just a funeral psalm. It's not just something that we need at the end of death. It's really... At the end of 
death. I don't know what that is. Death is like a split second. But it's not just something we need at the 
end of life at the moment of death. It's something I need every day of my life. That this psalm is the 
Shepherd's word to us about what He wants for our lives, and about where our life can go.

And as we've walked through Psalm 23, I've just been amazed and blessed at the relevance to my daily 
life of the way the Shepherd speaks through and reveals the words that we're studying. We know 
certain phrases from it well, and we talked last week about walking through the valley of the shadow of 
death, and how we don't have to fear evil. And we've talked about all the other things that the psalmist 
kind of wrote.

But I want to focus on something today that is an issue that we as Christians, sometimes, growing up in 
our western, modern culture, and sort of American Christianity, traditional Christianity, that sometimes 
we're not as familiar with as perhaps we should be. Or at least we draw back from it and we're a little 
shy.
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When I think about the blessing of God that's found in the passage we're going to look at today, I just 
get overwhelmed. I'm overwhelmed at the goodness of God.

Yesterday morning, it was this beautiful morning. The sun was coming out and it was kind of cool and 
crisp, and it had rained overnight. And I sat out on my back deck, and the trees had grown up and just 
sort of surround the deck with this kind of canopy, and the birds are chirping. And I just sat there on the 
deck, thinking for the longest time, "I don't deserve any of this. God has just been so good." And I think 
sometimes we need to meditate on the goodness of God.

I also think the world around us desperately needs to hear about the goodness of God, the glory of God, 
how wonderful the Father is, how amazing the great Shepherd is toward those who follow Him, because 
our image and impression of God is often not that. It's something diminished. There are things we don't 
like about God or we don't know about God, or that we think we know about God that are incorrect or 
it's a skewed version of what God is all about. And so, the psalmist gives us this wonderful picture of 
God. A God who's loving and good and kind, and walks us through the valley of the shadow of death.

And that's not to say that life will always be good and easy and happy and we'll always smile, but it 
means that even in the hardest days, He is faithful. And so, as we walk through the psalm, I want you to 
remember that.

I love summer. I didn't always love summer. Summer is hot. Anyone else notice that? It's hot, and I'm 
not necessarily a hot weather guy. I traveled to Moscow, Russia once, and it was 19 flat the entire time, 
and I thought, "This is perfect. Paradise. Snow everywhere. This is for me." So, I don't necessarily like 
hot, but I like fun. There's something about me that when church is over on Sunday, and I go home on 
Sunday afternoon and we usually have small group or small group meets on Sunday afternoon, and then 
after that's over, so, all the church things are over and the kids, we're putting them down to bed for 
another week of school or whatever, there's this part of me that I just kick into weekend mode.

See, for you guys it's like Friday afternoon you clock out and you're ready, right? For me, it's Sunday 
evening, and I want to grab my iPad and find some old episodes of Twilight Zone and stay up until 2:00 
AM eating pizza rolls. That's just like my dream moment of fun. And I try not to do that much. Haven't 
had a pizza roll in a long time. So, just clarifying. But, I look at summertime, and I go, "This is a fun time. 
It's a time to be enjoyed."

I think back about my summers growing up in the '80s, and what an interesting time that was, and how 
much fun it was in the most dangerous of ways, and how much fun we had in ways that really defied all 
of the odds of surviving the decade to begin with. And the '80s, it was all about bicycles and extreme 
sports and skateboards and all that kind of thing. And I think it's not as dangerous as those of you who 
grew up in the '60s, when you guys spent your summers smoking pork meat and whatever else... You 
didn't follow that, did you? Every era has its fun things, right, that we survive and we get through. And 
so, life becomes fun. And I love summer because I want to squeeze all the fun out of it.

And then my Christian side kicks in, and I go, "Maybe I'm not supposed to have fun. Maybe fun is bad. 
Maybe fun... If you do too much laughing, if things get too wild, if you enjoy life too much, something 
must be wrong. Something must be wrong." Our sort of history and tradition sometimes kicks in and 
goes, "This is not supposed to be fun. This is supposed to be serious. This is supposed to be hard."
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I mean, I grew up in a church culture where we were, "Stop laughing in church. You can't laugh in 
church." Which just makes you laugh more. Have you noticed that? You try not to laugh in church, it's 
just going to get worse.

And so, my brother and I, we grew up in a churches are serious. Don't laugh, don't run, don't chew gum, 
don't enjoy... This is Christianity. Don't enjoy yourself too much.

And so, we would do things like stand at the back corner of the church on the furnace grates, with our 
dress shoes, and let it melt the rubber, and fill the room up with the smell of melting rubber. That was 
kind of... We had fun in church. And I think God is going to judge me for that someday, but maybe He 
enjoyed a little bit of the happiness of our hearts.

I want to dig in to this part of Psalm 23 today where the light kind of dawns, where things get fun. I want 
us to read Psalm 23 together again, as we've done each Sunday in this series. We'll do it one more time 
next week. We've got one more week in Psalm 23, and then we're going to shift gears to something else, 
but I want us to read this together one more time, out loud, just so that it's concreted in our memory.

In Psalm 23, verse one, the Bible says this. "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me to 
lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me. Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup runs over. Surely, 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever."

Now, what I want to do is you look at that last passage there, those last few verses. Next week, we're 
going to focus on the very end. I'll dwell in the house of the Lord forever. We're going to talk about what 
forever looks like for a Christian.

But today, I want to look at verses five and six, and sort of dissect these. I was looking forward to this 
particular part of Psalm 23 because it really speaks of the richness and the goodness and the glory of 
what the Christian life can be like. It's the goodness of the Father, poured out on His people.

So far, we've noticed how God takes away our worry and our stress, and He leads us by still waters and 
gives us rest. And we also have looked at how He takes away our fear of death and our fear of suffering, 
and walks through those things with us. And so, the first part of this psalm is heavy, and it talks about 
the difficulties that we walk through and how the Father brings us peace and relief.

But in this part of the psalm, I think the focus shifts a little bit to the goodness that He pours out on His 
people. In fact, scholars kind of disagree about what the picture is here that David is trying to get across.

Some people believe the entire psalm is about a shepherd. And so, the whole thing is about the great 
shepherd and how He cares for His sheep. And other Hebrew scholars look at these last couple of verses 
and go, "I think the picture changes. That the first few verses is about the shepherd, but the last few, 
David changes the picture from being the shepherd to God being the host, the one who has us in His 
home." And I don't know that I am qualified to decide which picture he was going for, but I actually think 
the meaning is the same either way.
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I tend to lean toward, this is about the shepherd all the way through, but I can completely understand 
why it seems as though the picture changes a little bit, because the idea of God saying, "I want you in 
my house forever. I want you here. I want to host you. I want to give you a cup that just runs over and 
runs over." There's this picture of the shepherd of the host of God just calling us to Himself and saying, 
"I want some good things for your life."

I want to tackle a question for a second that a lot of us have asked ourselves, and that we ask within our 
culture. In fact, when I rewind in my life to when I was about 14 years old, I remember in some of those 
late-night staying up to watch Twilight Zone and eat pizza rolls, that at some point in the middle of the 
night, the programming would cut off and it would go to infomercials.

How many of you just love watching infomercials? [inaudible 00:12:12] I was hoping for at least one, 
because I dig them. But I remember watching this infomercial come on, and it was really cool because 
there's this guy that comes out on the set, and he's wearing a Hawaiian shirt. And he's got a hat on, and 
he's at the beach, and he's drinking a drink that's got a little umbrella in it. And he says, "I'm going to 
take the next 30 minutes and tell you how I can change your life forever. I want to tell you how to have 
the life you've always wanted. The life you've always wanted."

And he proceeded to talk about how, if you took zero money and bought a bunch of real estate with it, 
you could get rich in days, and you could live the life you've always wanted. You could retire early, and 
just... Everything would be fixed. You'd not only be out of debt, you'd be filthy wealthy, and you could 
just move to the beach and stay there the rest of your life.

And at 14, I thought, "Why is no one listening to this guy? This is amazing. Revolutionary. I mean, I watch 
my parents work hard every day for a living, but maybe they haven't seen this infomercial. This guy's got 
the ticket." Because the life I always wanted when I was 14 years old... I mean, when I was 14, I'm 
thinking, "That's a pretty great life. I mean, that's significant. That's a lot of meaning in sitting on the 
beach every day the rest of your life, talking to no one." Right? "And not having any bills or 
responsibilities or making any actual contribution to society." That's the life I want.

And so, we promise this life you've always wanted, and we market that idea, and we sometimes think 
about what is the life I've always wanted. It's a big question, and in fact, I would say it's a good question. 
It's just the wrong one.

Let's look at it for a second. What's the life you've always wanted? It's a good question. It's just the 
wrong one. We'll get to the right one in just a second. But the life that I think a lot of us want, if you 
were to poll the average American or the average Northwest Arksansan and say, "What is the life that 
you've always wanted," it might include a job, it might not. If it does, it's the dream job. It's the ideal 
position. It's what I would love to spend my days doing.

And the ideal life, my dream life, the life I've always wanted, would probably involve healthy 
relationships, right? So, a good, strong, healthy marriage that doesn't have problems, and my kids are all 
good and well-behaved.

But then normally, where our minds go pretty quickly, is, "I would have enough money to never "I'd 
want just enough, and..." We don't want too much, right? We don't want more than our fair share. "Just 
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enough that I will make it to death on the last dime, and never actually need anything between here and 
there. To be independently wealthy and not have to work. "

And so, we envision this kind of freedom, where everything is ideal, where there's not a lot of friction, 
there's not suffering, there aren't hard things to walk through. When I think about my dream life, my 
ideal life, the life I've always wanted, normally it's a life without a lot of challenges, without a lot of 
problems or issues. It's a life that gets easy, and it's just... It's easy to live.

Now, the problem is, nobody who's ever made a significant impact on this planet has ever lived an easy 
life. No one who has influenced the world for good in some significant way has ever had it easy. It just 
doesn't work that way. God has something else in mind.

And so, there's a better question. And the reason why this is such a hard question is this. And here's a 
big truth that you got to understand, and I know this sounds basic, but we forget it sometimes. You can 
never consume enough to be happy. You'll never consume enough to be happy. Because what we say is, 
"If I just had blank, I'd be happy. If I just had this, I would have my life that I've always wanted."

And so, what is that number? Well, a million bucks. I think I'd make it on a million bucks. But then the 
economy changes, inflation, a million bucks isn't what it used to be, and now I have kids, and so, I'm 
going to need more now. And so, I consume that.

And the problem is, I get all the things I want and all the things I'd like to have, and at the end of the day, 
you can consume and consume and consume, but from God's perspective, consumption is never a path 
to actual fulfillment and happiness. Consumption doesn't get you there.

And so, when you think the life I've always wanted would be, and you've got the vacations or the hotels 
or the cars or the houses and money, all the things that you think would be part of a great life, a life 
well-lived, and you go, "All of those things are things to be enjoyed and consumed, but I can never 
consume enough to be really fulfilled, to be really happy." If you really want to be fulfilled and happy, 
you got to make a contribution, right? You got to turn it around and go, "There's got to be a cost. There 
has to be some difficulty to work through."

And so, the life I've always wanted, when I really start to calculate it, and I'm talking about apart from 
my understanding of things through the lens of my relationship with God, so just as a human, when I 
think about the life I've always wanted, the problem is that that life will always be short-visioned. It'll 
always be short-sighted compared to what God wants.

So, here's a better question. A better question is this. What kind of life do you believe God wants for 
you? Now, if it's exactly the same, and you go, "It's on a beach, talking to no one for 50 years," let's... 
There's some scripture we probably should cover. It's not going to be the same.

But there's really depth in this question. What kind of life do you believe God wants you to enjoy? What 
is His ideal life for you?

Now, the problem is we go to the other extreme when we tackle this. In other words, what we think is, 
"Well, if it's just up to me, it'd be easy. But since God's gotten involved, since you had to go there, since 
you had to ask what does God want, well now it's going to be really hard. It's going to be really difficult. 
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There's lots of rules, there's lots of religion, there's lots of rituals, there's lots of pleasing, there's lots of 
pressure, I got to perform, I got to get all of this right, and I can't be really happy because God isn't 
necessarily fun, is He? Does He pour out his rich blessings on His people or does He want me to get by?"

Because a lot of us have the idea that poverty is right next to godliness, and so, "If I want to be godly, I 
got to just have less and less and I got to take vows of silence and chastity and vows of poverty and..." 
One of those, you guys are like, "Wait a second." "But all these different vows things that I can't ever do 
in my entire life because God doesn't want me to have fun or enjoy life." And that is an incorrect version 
of what God wants for your life as well.

And so, a lot of us have that kind of image, that false idea about what God wants, and so we abandon 
that. We run the other way and we go, "I'm just going to go for the life I want. I don't need God because 
what He has for me isn't good."

And if you back up from both those ideas, the Bible gives us a perspective on what God wants for your 
life that is different than what I naturally come up with on my own. In other words, what I want for my 
life is never actually going to bring fulfillment because it doesn't come from God's perspective. But if I 
switch gears and go, "What I think God wants for my life," then I've automatically set myself up to be 
incorrect because I'm just not smart enough to understand the ways of God on my own.

Instead, I need to hear from God directly about what God wants for my life. If you want to know, what 
does God want for your life, it's not a matter of you using your logic or experience, and it's not a matter 
of using your opinions or your assessments or just what you think about God. I need to hear from God. I 
need God to spell it out. And guess what? He did. And He did so in Psalm 23. He did so right here. He 
says, "I want to walk with you through the valley of the shadow of death, and I want you to fear no evil." 
So we start to get over your fear. There's more to the story.

And here's what God says. "Here's what I want for you." The psalmist is talking to God, saying, "You have 
prepared a table before me. You've spread out a table before me in the presence of my enemies."

Now, think about that for a second. "You've prepared a table before me in the presence of my enemies." 
Now, you and I think of a table as the top with four legs, but in ancient Hebrew literature, table has to 
do with a spread, okay? So, it's an area that is spread out. Think of it more like a picnic blanket, which, 
again, is why I lean toward this still being from the perspective of a shepherd, because he's talking about 
the sheep, who don't know how to hunt, right? You never see a sheep streaking across a field taking 
down a cow. Okay? They need help. They got to be fed. They got to be brought to the food and led along 
those ways, right?

And so, He says, "I've spread out before my sheep a table, a spread. I've given them enough. I'm 
satisfying their hunger in the presence of their enemies." What does that mean, in the presence of their 
enemies? Well, sheep aren't hunters, and therefore they have a lot of enemies, right? They are prey.

And so, we are like sheep. That's one of the things that I hope you get about Psalm 23, is He wants us to 
feel a connection with sheep here. How am I like a sheep? Well, I'm like a sheep in that I'm dependent 
on God to take me by still waters, because what I find are rushing waters that are dangerous for me, and 
He leads me to the right places where I can drink. As a sheep, I am prey. I am subject to the enemies 
coming along, the wolves and the bears of this life, coming into my life and hurting me and taking me.
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And so, what God says is, get this picture, the shepherd says, "I want you guys to have a spread before 
you, and you're going to sit down and you're going to eat to your heart's content, in the very presence 
of your enemies." He's not saying, "Don't worry, there are no wolves." What He's saying is, "I've got the 
wolves. I want you guys to enjoy life."

Now, let that sink it. Let that phrase sink in. "I want you," the shepherd would say, "to enjoy the spread. 
I want you to enjoy the spread." As Christians, we really struggle with this, don't we? Because 
Christianity's supposed to be just hard, just difficult.

And Jesus certainly talked about the hardness of the journey. I mean, He made no bones about it. He 
said, "You want to follow me? You want to inherit God's blessing? You got to take up your cross." So, 
we're not saying that the Christian life is easy to live. It's not. It is fraught with difficulty, right? There is 
dying to self, there is becoming like Jesus, there's growing in holiness. All of that is hard. But don't make 
the mistake of assuming that since there are aspects to Christian life that are hard, that there's nothing 
enjoyable about it either, that there's nothing good about God's purpose for you either, that all He 
wants for you is hardship and turmoil and hopefully you'll survive until death, and then you'll get to 
enjoy Heaven.

No, at the very same time that life is hard, at the very same time that following Jesus is hard, right along 
in the middle of that is Him saying, "I have a spread for you to come enjoy while the enemies watch you. 
You get to enjoy my goodness."

So, in other words, let me put it this way. The life that God wants for you is always better than the life 
that you want for you. The life that God wants for you is always better than the life that you want for 
you. In other words, if left to our own devices, you and I will always choose the path of least resistance, 
the easy way, the fun way, the way that doesn't have any trials or any hardships. The life that God wants 
is not just the alternative. It's not just all the hardships, all of the hardness and all of the difficulties.

Instead, the life that God wants for us is to enjoy the spread as our enemies watch. It's to walk through 
life with a sense of joy. It's to walk through life and enjoy the goodness of God. And while enjoying the 
goodness of God, to trust in and rest in His protection over our lives.

In other words, I will make no bones about saying this. What God wants for you is good. What God 
wants for you is better than you have imagined so far. What God wants for you is far better than you 
deserve. Because of our sin, we are not deserving of these kinds of blessings, but it is God's desire to 
spread out His table before you, to lead you like sheep to place of feasting.

When I look at the life of Jesus, I see Jesus as very... My friend, Artie, wrote a book called Craveable, and 
it's all about the life of Jesus. And he said Jesus was craveable. He was alienating to people who were 
stuck in religion and self-righteousness, right?

But for people who were broken, for people who understood that they were sinners, Jesus was 
craveable. They wanted to be around Him. I don't believe that Jesus was stern and grumpy and just 
giving out harshness all over [inaudible 00:27:16], but that's the image we have of God sometimes. But 
when you look in the New Testament, you see Jesus in His first public ministry, showing up at a wedding 
party in Cana, turning water into wine, and really giving life to the party. Giving life to the party.
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Elsewhere in the New Testament, He's talking to some Pharisees and saying, "You know, you guys want 
me to be more like John the Baptist." He said, "John the Baptist is like a funeral. The kids who pretend to 
be John the Baptist, they kind of play a funeral game." And He said, "But what you see about me is that 
I'm more like a wedding, more like a celebration." Jesus was even accused of being a drunk because He 
showed up at so many parties and brought life to the scenario. So, that's Jesus, right?

And He shows up in the middle of places where sinners are being condemned for their sins, and they're 
about to die and be stoned to death, and Jesus puts His foot down and reminds us that none of us are 
righteous before Him, that all of us are deserving of death, and so there's grace, there's freedom to be 
found in this life we have with Him. He told his disciples, "If you follow me, sometimes you won't have a 
place to sleep." There's the hardness of life, right? "If you follow me, it might cost you everything."

But, he also said in the same breath, "When you follow me, you find life and you find the bread of life 
that satisfies all of your hunger. You find the water of life that satisfies all of your thirst. You find the 
resurrection. You find the power that you need in life, all of the joy, all of the peace, all of the presents." 
I think Jesus laughed a lot more than we give Him credit for laughing.

Now, He cried as well. He sobbed over the lost-ness of humanity, sobbed over the lost-ness of his 
people. But Jesus also laughed. There were times in the New Testament where Jesus tells jokes. We just 
don't get them because we're not ancient Hebrews. Right? We like to dissect things.

So, when Jesus, for example, says, "It's easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to go to Heaven." And what we do in our culture is go, "All right. What did He mean? What's 
the camel? And maybe there's some ancient symbol for that. And needle, well, theologically, that could 
refer to the..." We start dissecting this. Just get over it. He was being funny. He was using exaggeration. 
We just don't get it because we're not ancient Hebrew in our approach to humor.

But He was trying to make a point. I think He goes, "It's easier for a camel to go through an eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to go to Heaven," and the crowd, at that time, probably laughed. "[inaudible 
00:29:52], that's funny." And we look at it and we go, "Well, Jesus can't possibly laugh. He can't possibly 
be fun. There can't be this goodness."

But what I see over and over is He invites us to this table. A table is a place of fellowship, isn't it? It's this 
place where we sit down together and we laugh and we have fun.

When I went to Russia some years back, we ate at a place in Moscow that was a... We got there. None of 
us spoke Russian, and so it was just the three of us on this trip, and none of us spoke Russian, and we 
didn't have a translator and we wouldn't meet our translator until the next day, but we were all hungry. 
So, we're like, "Let's go find a restaurant and hope for the best."

And we found this restaurant, and no one in this restaurant speaks English. And I thought, "Well, let's 
just order something off the menu. We'll just point at a picture." There were no pictures in the menu, so 
now we're toast. I don't know what we're going to get or how we're going to die, but we're going to 
work our way through this, right?

And then eventually, we figured out that one of the guys with us spoke Romanian, and the waitress was 
Russian but she happened to speak Romanian, and we got through it without ordering anything deadly, 
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right? But what I noticed in that restaurant in Moscow was we were the last ones to walk in and we 
were the first ones to walk out. All of the parties that were there were there the whole night.

And so, I asked our translator the next day, "What was up with the restaurant? People seemed to... They 
were all there before us and they were all there after us." And he said, "Well, you Americans, you have 
these drive-throughs. You're like, 'Get me my food. I can eat it in three minutes flat.'"

He said, "But here in Russia, eating dinner is a social thing." He said, "We sit down and we talk for hours. 
And it is expected that when you finish dinner, you push the plates away and you'll sit there another 
hour or two and just talk."

So, again, I think this picture's hard for us as Americans. We go, "Jesus has spread a table for us in the 
presence of our enemies," and we go, "Great. I can grab a burger and be on my way."

No, what He's looking at is, "I want you to come and enjoy what I've provided for you, and I want you to 
stay a while." Even says, "My cup runs over." That while I'm enjoying this spread, that Jesus just keeps 
refilling and refilling and refilling the cup that I'm enjoying in my time with Him.

And what He desires for me is good. And I don't want you to miss that what He's proclaiming here is, "I 
want you to have plenty." So, there's this symbol, this picture, in what He gives. He says, "I want to 
spread a table before you." He's saying, "I want you to have plenty. I am taking care of you with plenty."

And we're very afraid of talking about plenty as Christians because we don't want to be like those 
Christians that all they talk about is having plenty. Right? So, we don't want to be one of those guys, so 
we won't speak about that. Instead, we need to find that middle ground where we, again, go, "Plenty is 
not what the gospel is all about. But the gospel includes this blessing in which God says, 'Forever and 
forever, I'm going to provide you with plenty. I'm going to make your life rich and full in ways you've 
never imagined.'" It may be with your bank account, it may not be, but it's possible that God wants to 
pour blessings into your life, and things that you will enjoy in your walk with Him, and yet we're so timid 
and shy and we have so many assumptions about the nature of God and how... "I just don't need to get 
into that. I don't need to talk about that. I don't expect good things from Him."

And so, we miss out on some of the things that God intends for His people. But over and over, He invites 
us in to abundance. He invites us in to plenty. He invites us in to richness. He says, "I want to take care of 
all your needs. I want to supply all the needs that you have, and I want you to know me in that way."

But we, in our timidness, are so afraid of really trusting God for the life He says He wants for us, that we 
just kind of opt for the life that we want for ourselves and we leave God out. Or we make the sacrifice 
and we take the life we think God wants for us and we just decide, "I'm not going to enjoy life. I'll just do 
the religious thing."

In the middle is the people who understand that God's provision starts with a cross. It starts with Jesus 
laying down His life and paying the penalty of our sins. But that's the gospel.

The gospel, again, is I am bankrupt spiritually. I don't have anything good in myself to offer to God. I 
can't purchase eternal life, I cannot earn my way to salvation. I come before God with nothing and I 
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confess my sin and I repent, and I turn to Him, and when I turn to Him and He says, "I have already 
provided for you to be forgiven of all of your sins." And His provision starts there, and it goes further.

He says, "I also want Heaven for you. So, I want you to be forgiven of your sins because of the cross, and 
I want you to spend eternity with me in Heaven some day, where all of your illnesses are going to be 
gone away, you'll have everything you ever need, the streets are paved with gold." He gives us this 
picture of Heaven, right?

But then He also gives us everything in between that we sometimes miss out on because we're not 
looking for it, because we forget the simple fact that God is good, that He's a good shepherd and a good 
friend and a provider, that He spreads a table before us in the presence of our enemies, and that, right, 
while all the wolves are watching, He says, "I want you in the middle of that, to enjoy the life I have for 
you. To enjoy the life I have for you."

The point is really simple. God wants a good life for you. Not an easy life, not a life that has no trouble, 
not a life problem-free, not a life where you'll never experience poverty or hardship or persecution, no. 
You'll get plenty of that stuff when you follow Jesus. He's clear about that. He's very abundantly clear 
about that, that following Jesus will bring persecution and hardship into your life. But it also brings the 
richness of the goodness of the blessings and the gifts of God. And it's all to be enjoyed.

And so, I look around at my life sometimes, and I go, "I got this amazing wife who has put up with me for 
22 years. And these kids that... They're a blessing. Almost always."

I've got a story. I just can't pass this up because this is such a great story. My nine-year-old and six-year-
old boys are outside playing, and they're going to be really hard on me some day when they listen to 
recordings of all this, but nine-year-old comes in, he goes, "Hey, Dad. [Drew 00:36:57] hit me with a 
stick." So, Drew comes in. I said, "Drew, did you hit [Sam 00:37:03] with a stick?" He goes, "No. I just 
threw a stick at him." Isn't that great? "I just threw it at him. Didn't hit him with it."

I said, "When you threw it, did it hit him?" "Yeah." So I said, "Why'd you throw a stick at him?" And 
Drew, his mind, he goes, "Well, he called me a liar." And so, first, you got to deal with this, right? 
"There's no excuse to throwing sticks at people, right? So, Drew, you can't do that. I don't care what he 
called you. You can't throw sticks at him."

And then I turned towards Sam. "Sam, did you call him a liar?" And he goes, "No. Drew called me a liar 
and I said, 'Well, look in the mirror.'" Drew is smart. And in spite of the level of deception that children 
are capable of in the darkness of their depraved hearts, they are also precious gifts from God, as well as 
my home and my car and my family and my friends and my church and Northwest Arkansas.

I was at Pedaler's Pub recently, eating a fixie. A fixie is a pizza that's got pepperoni and mushrooms. 
Now, a fixie... It's the best food on the planet, right? This pepperoni and mushroom pizza. It's right up 
there with prime rib. I've had prime rib, too. Anyone else ever had prime rib? Now, you ever driven a car 
with air conditioning? Anyone? Okay. You ever slept on a mattress? Okay. You're blessed. God has been 
good to you. All of that is His gift. All of it is His provision.
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And we're so afraid to say things like that, because I'll sound like I'm all about prosperity and... Move 
away from that for a second, and realize that what God desires for His people is good. It's better than 
you've even begun to imagine. Even better than you've begun to imagine.

But the problem is is that a lot of what He wants to entrust me with as a steward, a lot of the things and 
the influence and the relationships or the success or the place to which I might climb or ascend at work, 
or the promotion that I might get, all of those things, all of which can be used by Him, all of which can be 
given right back to Him for His glory and for His honor, all those things that He wants for His people, 
sometimes we will miss out on those things because, "I don't want to talk too much about God being 
good to me. I want to be careful with that to make sure I don't go overboard on the goodness of God."

So, let me just declare this. You cannot overstate the goodness of God. You cannot go overboard on how 
good God is. He is a shepherd who spreads a table before you in the presence of your enemies. You 
don't even have to worry about the wolves because He's got them. You just enjoy your relationship with 
Him. And when you do, when you commune with Him, when you sit down with Him, your cup will run 
over and run over and run over and run over.

I think it's okay to step before God and say, "God, I want to take everything in my life and I want to 
surrender it all to you. It's yours. I give you my sin and I repent of it. I confess it. I give you my gifts. 
Please use them. I give you my possessions. They are yours, and if your kingdom benefits from them in 
some way, my grip is loose. I give them. My home, it's yours. You want me to have people there that I 
can minister to and love, it's yours. Everything about me, God, it's all yours. I give it to you. I surrender 
it."

And at the very same time, it is also okay to say, "And God, help me to enjoy more of the spread that 
you have in mind for me." It's not about, I'm going to retire early and sit on a big beach and impact no 
one and produce nothing and do no one any good whatsoever, but I'm going to enjoy the sun for a 
while. That isn't God's purpose for my life, okay? We're not put here on Earth for a permanent vacation. 
We're just not.

But when I come before God and say, "God, whatever you want for my life, in terms of influence and 
impact, I want all of it, God. Please don't hold back. Pour it out on me. God, I trust you, and I ask you, 
and I'm asking you for more territory, and I'm asking you for more opportunities, and I'm asking you to 
entrust me with more, and help my character to be built up to support that."

"But God, please don't hold back. I want to give myself to you. I want to be ready, I want to be holy, I 
want to be clean and pure, a vessel you can use, and when I become a vessel that you can use, God, 
pour everything into me that you have, and just give more of yourself to me, God. I want more of you 
and more of what you have in mind for my life."

And I think God listens to that and says, "Awesome. I am going to make your cup run over and run over 
and run over, but you're going to have to start believing me, trusting me." Because we put our eyes on 
the enemies, don't we? We put our eyes on ourselves, and we either think, "Well, I deserve all of this," 
or, "I don't deserve all of this," and there are problems in both directions.
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But instead, I need my eyes to be focused on the one who spreads that table and says, "Come and sit 
down with me, and you'll experience a life that is richer than you could ever purchase with money, a life 
that is beyond your wildest imagination." God is good.

Let's bow our heads. Father, you are good. The rest of the world needs to know it. We follow a God who 
is a giver. You've given us your Son, you've given us freedom and salvation, you've given us forgiveness 
of our sins on the basis of Jesus' blood. And if you're here this morning listening to me pray right now 
and you've not experienced the forgiveness of your sins, it is the first and most important free gift that 
God wants to give you in your life. And it was purchased by Jesus and His blood.

And the way you receive that abundant forgiveness, complete forgiveness, is from your heart saying, 
"God, I turned from my sins and I received Jesus today. I submit my life to you. I receive you as Lord and 
as Savior. I want to be yours. I swear allegiance to King Jesus only. And I receive you as my Savior."

For believers in this house, Father, I pray that we would feast ourselves on the goodness of God, and 
speak of your lavish love. Because we live in a broken world filled with people who are trying and 
pursuing and striving, and never satisfied because they haven't met you yet. God, help us to enjoy this 
life and to share everything that we are and everything that we have with the people around us who 
need to know how good you are. God, let us keep a loose grip on life and just enjoy your goodness.

If you're here this morning and you're asking, God, what is your next thing for me? What do I do? What 
do I enjoy? How do I live for you? Just in this moment, pray, God, I want all of you there is to have. I 
want all of the knowledge of you that I can gain in this life. I want to experience you. I want to know the 
pleasure of coming as a helpless sinner and receiving your grace and your abundant forgiveness.

God, I want a relationship with you. I want the answers when I struggle. I want protection when I'm 
afraid. I want provision when I run short. I want peace when I'm struggling with worry. I want assurance 
and confidence when enemies surround me. I want the adventure when I feel like I need to stay in my 
comfort zone. I want the journey of faith when I'm tempted to play it safe. God, I want influence when I 
feel afraid to try to shape the lives of others. I want friends. I want friends, God, when I'm tempted to 
just isolate and stay lonely.

God, I want what you want for my life. I want the blessings that blow the minds of those who come into 
contact with you and get to know you. Father, I pray for you to bless us as your people, to bless us so 
that we might bless others, so that we might show the world the goodness of God. Lord, we love you. In 
Jesus' name, amen.
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