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I'm glad you guys have made it in. We're going to talk a little bit about overflowing. We're in week four 
of this six-part message series, so two weeks after this one kind of remaining. I want to sort of take us 
back for a moment, because we open the series by talking about the goodness of God, right? Part one 
was just God overflows with goodness. And then part two, we talked about how do I receive what God is 
pouring out? So if God has joy, and mercy, and grace, and hope, and peace, and all these things to pour 
into my life, how do I position myself to receive that?

Well, over the next couple of weeks, I just want to talk about what we overflow with. So last week we 
kind of got into this part by saying, we're to overflow with love, and we talked about what that looks 
like, to receive that kind of love from God and what it looks like to overflow in my life with love for other 
people. Today we're going to talk about how to overflow with generosity, next week is how to overflow 
with gratitude, and then we're going to wrap it up with a message about what it looks like when a 
church overflows, how joy comes to a whole city, how joy comes to a culture because of what a church 
believes and how a church overflows.

So I'm excited about this, and today I just want to dig into overflowing with generosity. And so, one of 
the things I want to say at the very outset is anytime a pastor talks about generosity, there's always 
somebody who goes, "Oh, he must be talking about generosity because he wants us to give an offering." 
And I want you to know, I'm not going to do that at all today. I'm going to leave that entirely to the Holy 
spirit, okay? That'll be his job.

What I want to talk to you about is this question: do you want to be a person that overflows with 
generosity and gratitude and joy or not? Because the happiest people I know are the most generous 
people I know. The happiest people I know are the most grateful people I know. I believe it's like a 
formula that gratitude and generosity equal joy in my life. When I'm ungrateful, when I'm not generous, 
I lack joy almost every time. This is a universal law of things. So we're going to talk about how to 
overflow with generosity today, but ultimately, it's a really a message about how to overflow with joy. 
How do I overflow with God's goodness and grace in my life? What do I practice in order to get there?

I also need to issue another disclaimer at the beginning of this message. I've done this every week of this 
particular series because it's very important that you understand that nothing that we talk about in this 
series, whether we're talking about the blessings of God, the fullness of God's spirit, the generosity, any 
of the subjects that we talk about, we're talking a lot about God's goodness being poured out on us, 
about His blessing in our lives, but I want to be ultra clear, you cannot earn God's blessing and favor. So 
when we talk about overflowing with the joy of God or overflowing with generosity or gratitude or 
anything else, we don't do those things to get God to bless us. It's not that I earned that from God, 
okay? Everything I enjoy from God comes as a free gift from the grace of God. My salvation, my 
redemption is entirely by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. It's a gift from God.

However, as a recipient of that free gift of eternal life, the Bible kind of spells out for me that God has 
this sort of economy, this way in which He has predetermined, "I'm going to work with you in this way. If 
you do this, you will position yourself to receive this. Not because you're earning it, but because you're 
making yourself available for it, you're demonstrating a kind of stewardship that when I give you a little, 
I will then in turn give you a lot when you're faithful with what I've given you so far."

So it's not a matter of earning anything at all, we live entirely by grace. It is a matter of positioning 
myself in a way that's humble and available and ready for anything God wants to trust me with, okay? 
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And I want Him to trust me with a lot. I want Him to trust me with a lot of life, and a lot of time, and a 
lot of influence. We're to desire those kinds of things because at the end of the day, that's how we share 
with more people the gospel and the good news and the grace of Jesus Christ.

So we're going to talk today about generosity, and about giving, and just about becoming generous 
people. And I want to give you a big truth right here at the very beginning, and it's simply this, if you 
want to overflow with joy... Let me stop there. Anybody in here who want to be happy? All right, I was 
just checking, 83% of you. If you want to overflow with joy, you want to overflow with happiness in your 
life, you want to overflow with the blessings of God, start by overflowing with generosity and gratitude. I 
believe they create a cycle in my life that when I step out in faith and act in a generous way, I see God 
provide and reward that, and it overflows with gratitude in my life, and that feeling of gratitude prompts 
me to become more generous in my life.

It's this ongoing sort of building and mushrooming kind of process that happens in me when I practice 
gratitude and generosity, I always wind up experiencing joy, that when I focus on the problems of others 
or I focus on the needs that other people have, or I'm willing to give away part of myself to someone 
else, then I am generous, and as I become generous, I become joy filled.

Let me also say that, at the very outset before we get into talking about giving and talking about 
generosity, that money is where our mind goes when we talk about generosity, but I know people who 
might give lots of money but they're not really generous. They've calculated, "Here's how much I should 
do. Here's what the IRS will reward me for, but my heart's not in it. I'm not giving anything else away. 
Don't dare ask me for my time or my attention, or my affection, or my knowledge, or anything like that." 
But when we talk about generosity, I'm talking about becoming a generous person who's ready to share 
whatever I have. That may include money, it might include expertise, it might include knowledge, it 
might include my time, it could include lots of things, but it's about becoming generous the way Jesus is 
generous.

Let me just start here with a very foundational statement that you got to know at the beginning, and 
that is, God is a giver. God is a giver. If you want to be more like God, you will be most like Him when 
you're giving. You'll be most like God when you're giving. When I think about all that God has done in my 
life, and in your life, and the generosity of God, I think it's overwhelming to think about just how 
generous He has been.

Going back to the very beginning of His story, when God tells us about creation, He makes Adam and 
Eve, he puts them in the Garden of Eden, and the Bible says He breathes into Adam the breath of life. 
And then Adam and Eve walk around and enjoy the Garden of Eden, they sin, uh, it all comes crashing 
down, they're kicked out of the garden, and the rest is human history. And we are the recipients today 
of a lot of issues and problems that are a result of mankind sin. But when you look at what God gave us, 
when you look at the way He established things, it is clear that God is a giver, okay? He's a giver.

Everybody, for just a second, do a little exercise with me, okay? You don't have to stand up or stretch or 
do anything that requires energy, but just take in one deep breath... Okay, and you can let it out 
whenever you feel you can't hold it any longer. So what you just did was take in a very good gift from 
God, because on this planet between the ground and the sky, is all this clear, invisible stuff that we 
breathe into our lungs, and we call it air, right? And it contains hydrogen, and it contains oxygen, it 
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contains other things, and when you breathe it in, your body knows how to get out of the air the oxygen 
you need, pump it to your blood cells, and then you exhale carbon dioxide.

So the atmosphere that you live in is a gift from God. The body that processes it is a gift from God. The 
very life, the very breath in your lungs is a gift from God. And God didn't stop there. He goes on and 
becomes even more generous. He works in the lives of His people in a very personal way. He gives the 
gift of himself in the earliest pages of scripture. He speaks through the prophets. He speaks through his 
word. So He's given us His instructions for life. He's given us His message in God's word. Ultimately, He 
gave us His son, Jesus, right? The Bible says that God so loved the world that He what? Gave, He gave 
His only son. Anybody that believes in Him won't perish but have everlasting life. God is a giver.

He creates the human race, we rebel and walk away from Him and break His rules, and God says, "I want 
to rescue these people, so I will give them redemption. I will give them forgiveness. I will show them 
mercy. I will give them grace." God is a giver. And if you want to be more like God, you have to become 
generous. So you got a decision to make at the beginning and the end of this message, do I want to 
become a generous person or not? And if I want to become a generous person, then that means 
learning some principles from God's word about how to give my life away.

So I want to read a passage of scripture from the New Testament. Paul wrote it to the Corinthian 
believers. He wrote them several letters. We've got two of them in the New Testament. In the first one, 
he asks them to give to help with the poverty stricken people of Jerusalem. In the second letter, he 
thanks them for their faithfulness, and he goes on and he teaches them some things about giving, and I 
want us to draw some principles out of what he said. But in 2 Corinthians Chapter 9:6, the Bible says 
this, "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you've decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that," and look at these words, "so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.

As it is written, 'They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.' 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you 
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
This service you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people, but is overflowing with 
many expressions of thanks to God."

So Paul gives this instruction to the Corinthian believers and he says, "I want you to understand God is a 
provider. He is able to make you super abundantly abound in all of your needs in every way to be ready 
for every kind of service. There's nothing God skips or leaves out. He is capable and able of providing for 
you in every way that you might need Him to." But he says, "The way that you recognize that giving 
nature of God, the way that you experience the generosity of God is to yourself become generous."

Now, I believe that God answers prayer, that prayer is powerful and prayer works, and that prayer is the 
mechanism through which God has decided to do certain things on earth. In other words, God has 
decided, "I'm going to open up new mission fields when God's people pray. I'm going to grant revival 
when God's people pray." And so there are certain heavenly things that happen here because of prayer. 
It's just the economy that God has established.
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The same is true in relationship to generosity. Your generosity does not impress God, it does not earn 
anything from God, but God has established, "I am going to work in your life in certain ways in response 
to you being a good steward of what I've given you. And when you release your grip on earthly things 
and you become generous and you look out for the needs of others, the way that I'm going to respond 
to that is to release certain blessings in your life in response." It's all of grace, you didn't earn any of it, 
but God says, "This is how we're going to relate to one another. As you become generous, I'm going to 
show you even more of my generosity toward you."

What I want to do is take this passage and give you five principles of giving today, five principles of 
generosity, five principles of stewardship, whatever you want to call it, five big lessons about how to 
become more giving, how to overflow with generosity out of what Paul said. And the first one is simply 
this. God rewards generosity abundantly. He rewards generosity abundantly. Now again, to clarify, my 
giving does not purchase anything from God. I can't buy His blessings. I can't earn His favor. The very 
nature of His favor is that it is not earnable, and I wouldn't even if I could, right? That's humanity. He has 
given me an unmerited measure of His favor in my life, but He has decided when you become generous, 
not as something that you've purchased, but because of the goodness of God, because of how this 
works, "When you release your grip and give something, I am going to show you myself in this way. I'm 
going to show you my generosity. I'm going to do so abundantly."

Paul wrote it and said, "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will reap sparingly. Whoever sows 
generously will reap generously." And that's this kind of universal law that we live under, that when I'm 
generous, I experience generosity, when I'm stingy, I experience stinginess. That's the life in which we 
kind of live, that's the way the order is kind of established and it's something that's virtually 
unbreakable, but I know that God rewards abundantly when we give and surrender and sacrifice and 
position ourselves so that everything is available to Him, He's just decided to give.

Jesus put it this way in Luke 6:38, Jesus says, "Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you." Now, that's a verse that I think is beautiful. It's the very words of Jesus. It's from 
the intention of Jesus. It's straight from his heart, right? But I have also heard that verse be used in a lot 
of ways that I don't think are very honoring of the scriptures or glorifying of God, because sometimes, 
and you've probably heard this too, every once in a while, you hear somebody on television or at a 
church or whatever and they'll say, "Give, write a check to my ministry, put this much in, and it will be 
given to you seven fold or 100 fold or whatever. Send me 1000 bucks, and God will give you a Cadillac 
out the middle of nowhere."

That is not what Jesus was getting at. He is talking about a principal. He's not talking about a certain 
realm of giving to a certain ministry or a certain person. He's saying that as you learn to release your grip 
on your resources and just become generous and follow the leading of God and give where the need is, 
that as you do that, God will replace what you've given up and He'll do so in abundant measure, He'll 
reward it, okay?

The message, paraphrased, puts the same verse this way: Give away your life, and you'll find life given 
back, but not merely given back, given back with bonus and blessing. I like that phrase, bonus and 
blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity. So when we become generous, 
we create a culture of generosity. When we become givers, we create a culture of giving. And I think 
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now more than ever, we need around us a culture of giving. We desperately need it in the culture in 
which we live, okay?

So that's the first principle, God rewards giving. It's a very basic kind of principle, it's a pretty universal 
kind of principle, but you just need to know, when I give, God rewards, He blesses. And while I don't 
purchase His blessing, it comes by grace, He has said, "I'll make this available to you in response to your 
giving and your generosity." That's the first principle, and you got to understand the others for that one 
to really make sense.

Second principle is this: Giving is one part of stewardship. It's one part of stewardship. In church, we 
sometimes use the word stewardship. You don't use that much in the world. You don't go to the bank 
and say, "I'm here to do some stewardship." They would look at you a little funny. But stewardship 
literally just means management. And so God has given me certain resources and I'm supposed to 
manage those resources for Him. That includes my money, it also includes my time, and includes my 
attention, my affection, my knowledge, my influence. It includes everything. My own Pastor Rick Warren 
always said, "You get influence and you get affluence, and how you spend those two demonstrates your 
heart about eternity." So influence and affluence, how do I manage and steward those two things? Do I 
use them for selfish gain? Do I use them for the kingdom's sake? Do I use them to benefit others?

So stewardship is a word that refers to the management of all of my resources, and giving is just one 
part of stewardship. I point that out because sometimes in church when you hear the word stewardship, 
it's always connected with offerings. It's always connected with collecting offerings. And the problem 
with that is it kind of skips the bigger equation that what God has given me, I need to spend 
appropriately, save wisely, and give generously. Those are three different components of a total life of 
stewardship. So in other words, giving is not to the exclusion of spending on necessities and saving 
wisely for the future and all of that. It all goes together, it's all one part of this principle of stewardship in 
my life.

So in verse seven he addresses this, he says, "Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly, not under compulsion, but God loves a cheerful giver." I love that phrase, 
"Give what you've decided in your heart to give. In other words, give after planning to give. Give in 
response to, "Here's where I am in my finances or with my time. Here's what God has given me. I need 
this much to be spent, I need this much to be saved, and I'm talking to God's spirit about how much 
should I give, and I'm managing those things appropriately, and I am planning my giving in advance 
under the leadership of God."

It's one of the reasons why I've always said you don't ever have to give on the spot to anything that we 
ever do at Grace Hills. If you ever feel like I'm motivating people to give to something out of guilt, you 
get to be off the hook and you get to quote this verse as the evidence of that, "Pastor Brandon, you 
pointed this out, right?" Scripture says, plan your giving, do it in prayer, do it in your time with God, but 
get ready in advance and don't give out of a sense of guilt, don't give because you feel pressured to do 
so, don't give because somebody is tugging on the heartstrings, give because God is leading you and you 
plan it in advance. It's a stewardship issue. I've decided that when this comes into my life, I'm writing it 
out, I'm giving it away when it comes in.

Proverbs Chapter three addresses this in verse nine. The Bible says, "Glorify God with all of your 
wealth." Let me stop there. Some of you just now instantly assumed this verse is not for you. I said, 
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wealth, right? And how many of us in the room are wealthy? You don't have to raise your hands, but 
probably most of us wouldn't. We would all say, "Well, I'm not really wealthy. Who is? My neighbor, the 
guy with the bigger house, the guy with a nicer car, she's the one that's wealthy, he's the one that's 
wealthy." And that's what we do in our minds, "I'm not wealthy, someone else is wealthy," because the 
word wealth or wealthy carries with it in our culture, a kind of emotional attachment that sometimes is 
associated with shame, sometimes is associated with pride, sometimes it breeds a spirit of competition.

So what I want to do is level the playing field for just a second and recognize that just about everybody 
in this room, 99% at least of the people who attend Grace Hills Church and live in Northwest Arkansas, 
we are wealthy. We are wealthy. When you look around at the rest of the world and you realize that you 
drive a car, you sleep in a bed, you've got heat on tonight, you are wealthy. When you know where your 
next two meals are coming from, you are wealthy. Now, you may be stretched thin, you may be 
overextended, you may be short on funds for the moment, but in comparison to the globe, we are 
wealthy. If you have anything, you have wealth. Whatever it is that you own, that's your wealth.

And so Proverb says, "Glorify God with all of your wealth." For some people that's a little, for some 
people God has said, "I think I'll give you a lot and trust you to manage more than everyone else." And 
some of are like, "Okay, how do I become that person in God's eyes?" But the point is that God 
sovereignly gives us wealth to manage and it's different all throughout the room, but He says, here's 
what you do with whatever you've got: You honor Him with your very best. You honor Him with your 
very best.

You don't give God the leftovers. It's not, "I'm going to enjoy this and really just have a great time, and if 
there's anything left over at the end of the day, I'll give it to God." No, it's, "I'm going to honor God with 
my best," with every increase that comes to you. If you're in a spot, in a situation, where increase is not 
coming to you, you're without a job, you're unemployed, you're not expected to give or to tithe or any 
of that, you wait for those increases to come. And when the increase comes, you say, "I'm going to give 
God the very best of this." "Then every dimension of your life," He says, "will overflow," there's that 
word again, "every dimension of your life will overflow with blessings from an uncontainable source of 
inner joy."

So there's the connection. Everything I own, I should have a loose grip on, I should be grateful for it, I 
should be generous with it, I should give my best to God. And when I give my best to God, I will overflow 
with blessings that come from an uncontainable inner source of joy. It's just what God does, and it's a 
big part of stewardship.

Every year at Grace Hills, we take one big special offering. We don't do pledges, we don't track people 
down and send them eviction notice. We couldn't evict anyone anyways, but we don't send out like the 
Grace Hills mafia. There's not an Uncle Guido that's going to come break your legs if you don't give, 
nothing like that at all. We do, however, trust that God's people will be motivated to give, and they do, 
you're a very generous church. And then once a year, we take one, what we call a big give offering, a 
legacy offerings. It's coming up on December 8th, and we just ask people to pray in advance, to plan, has 
God blessed me with extra? And if so, can I give on that day? And if not, that is perfectly okay, but if 
God's blessed you and enlarged and helped you and increased you and you go, "Yeah, I've got some 
extra to give, I want to dig down deep and really help us be strong for everything that's coming in 2020, 
so forth and so on," to plan that in advance as a good steward of what God has given to you of your 
wealth, okay?
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Here's the third principle: God provides both the seed and the harvest. God provides both the seed and 
the harvest. What I mean by that is we sometimes fall under the mistaken notion that I had been smart 
enough to get a certain job or start a certain business, that I have put my time and energy into it, that I 
have created something, I have earned something, I have built wealth, and out of what I have built, I'm 
going to give God a little piece, okay? And the problem with that is, there's a lack of recognition that the 
job came from God, that the success of the business came from God, that the seed that started it all was 
a gift from Him. In other words, I don't earn 100% of my wealth and give God 10% or whatever percent. 
It doesn't work that way. Instead, God has given to me 100% of what I have. So I don't just trust Him as 
the one that if I give Him something, He'll do something good with it. I trust Him as the one that gave me 
everything to begin with.

And so when we talk about tithing or about giving, we're ultimately talking about recognizing that God is 
the source of all things, that 100% of my time, 100% of my life, 100% of my wisdom, 100% of my 
affection and my attention, 100% of everything in my life comes from God, it belongs to God, it is all His 
and I need to live with open hands before Him. And so giving is just a matter of recognizing that God is 
the provider of both the seed and the harvest, but I like that word 'harvest' that Paul uses because he's 
ultimately saying that what you give out of that seed, that what you give out of your wealth, God is able 
to take and saw and bring about a harvest in this world. In other words, whatever I give to God makes a 
difference for eternity's sake. It makes a difference in the world around me. So God is the giver of both 
the seed and the harvest. He's the source of everything that I enjoy in my life, okay?

Here's the fourth principle: Giving is a faith-based ministry. Giving as a faith-based ministry. I mean a 
couple things by that. First of all, I believe if you're here and you're a believer, you have a ministry. You 
have a ministry of prayer, you have a ministry of serving, you have a ministry of encouraging, you have a 
ministry of witnessing, of sharing your faith, right? And that's true for every last one of us. We often will 
say things like, every member is a minister, that it's not just the guy on the stage or the people on the 
staff. No, all of us who have been saved by God are gifted by God. And therefore, all of us are in 
ministry.

I mean, next time you go the hospital, park in the clergy spot and say, "The pastor said I'm a minister." 
It's a little closer. Maybe not really do that. But anyways, we all get to serve because we all have a 
ministry. And just like I definitely, no matter who I am or what I do in the kingdom, I have a ministry of 
prayer, I have a ministry of encouraging, I have a ministry of giving. I have a ministry of giving.

Now, the new Testament speaks of a spiritual gift of giving that isn't necessarily given to everyone. 
Everyone has a ministry of giving. Some people have a gift for it. That is a spirit given knack. That's one 
of their big roles within the body, and those people, man, they emerge and they go, "I can't wait to find 
how to generate extra for God's kingdom. I can't wait for the next opportunity to give. I want to do this 
all the time." And that's often a sign of someone who's been especially gifted in the area of giving. But 
the fact is, all of us have a ministry of giving. We all get to do this, but it's a faith-based ministry.

In other words, you can't do it without God's help because you don't have anything to give without God, 
okay? If He's not provided you the tools, the things necessary for you to carry out that ministry, then 
there is no ministry. But what He proves over, and over, and over again, is that when I release and I give 
as an act of ministry, that God takes care of me every time I do, that you cannot out-give God, that you 
can try and you can fail over and over.
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When you're trying to out-give God over and over and you're failing to do so over and over, your faith is 
going to grow, because here's what happens. I say, "God, you've given me this wealth, and I want to give 
this to you and I want you to use it, God," and then I watch what God does with that as He multiplies it, 
and I watch Him replace it in my life and I watch Him take care of me, what I do then is react to that by 
going, "Man, God really is trustworthy. His word said it, and I stepped out in faith and believed it enough 
to give, and now that I've watched God do this thing, I am even more trusting, my faith is even stronger. 
So I'm going to do that again." And I give again, I watch God work in the harvest, I watch God supply my 
needs again, and every time my faith grows.

And so when I give, my faith grows. When my faith grows, I give. And in the middle of all that, I become 
more grateful, I become more joyful, my life matters, what I have matters, what I am able to give 
matters, and I begin to just overflow with gratitude and with joy as a result of what I've been able to 
give because it's all a gift from God, right?

Here's the fifth principle: Generosity will always lead to gratitude and praise. It'll always lead to 
gratitude and praise. The Westminster Shorter Catechism starts out that the chief end of man is to know 
God and enjoy Him forever, to know God and enjoy him forever. I love that. What's your purpose for 
being on this planet? I'm here to know God and enjoy Him forever. I want the rest of the world to enjoy 
God the way I've been privileged by grace to enjoy God. I want the world to know, right?

And so Paul says in here at the end of the passage, he says, "You'll be enriched in every way so you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God." So he 
says, when you give, other people who receive the benefit of what you have given, they become 
thankful to God. God gets glory because you have given and someone else has enjoyed the benefit of 
that, and they are now thanking God.

Then he goes on the next verse, "The service you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's 
people, but it's overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God." In other words, the more that you 
have given as the Corinthian church, the more the believers over here in Jerusalem who are suffering, 
the more they are thanking God, and we want more people to thank God. We want more people 
brought into a place in their life where they praise and worship the creator, okay?

We often say that missions, which refers to sharing the gospel with as many people on this planet as 
possible, that missions exists because worship does not. In other words, the reason why we are 
evangelizing is not just because we're afraid that people won't go to heaven and that they'll go to hell 
instead. I know that's often presented as the primary motivator, right? It's that sort of guilt driven way 
to get us to go out and share our faith. It's not an incorrect message, it's just an incomplete message 
because we not only share our faith to help people be rescued and saved from doom, I believe we want 
people to know about Jesus because Jesus is worth knowing. You can enjoy him forever, that I've never 
met anybody like Jesus and I want more people to know who he is and what he's like.

I want everybody to know about King Jesus, right? Because he's alive today, and he's good, and he's 
holy, and he's generous, and he's loving, and I know a lot of people that need him in their life, they don't 
know him yet. And sometimes the way we represent him is not exactly the most accurate depiction of 
who Jesus is. I was reading and sharing some statistics this week about new study that came out, some 
research had been done that showed about 30% of Americans had a positive view of evangelicals, 30%. 
Now, guess what that means about the other 70% of Americans. And what I find funny, because I used 
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to do this very same thing myself, so I'm not saying this to come down on anyone except even the way I 
used to respond to those things, is I immediately felt defensive, maybe even persecuted, okay?

I saw an interesting headline, it was from a parody news agency this week and it showed a lot of Chinese 
Christians on their knees, and they said, "Chinese Christians praying for Americans because we can't find 
the right Christian chicken sandwich," or something. It was interesting. That'll hit some of you later as 
you scroll Facebook a little further, but here's the thing. I know that God in His goodness has promised 
that people will come to know Christ as a result of the church in one part of the world pulling its 
resources to get the gospel to other parts of the world, and that when people who don't know Jesus yet 
come to know him, they will understand a level of enjoyment of their creator that you and I have had 
the privilege of enjoying already. We want more people to know Jesus.

John Piper described the purpose of missions as bringing the nations into the white hot enjoyment of 
the glory of God. I love that. We want to get the gospel further, not just because people need to be 
saved, but because people need to know Jesus. He is worth knowing. He is worth knowing. And so we 
want everybody to come to know him. So when I think about that 30% who have a favorable view of 
evangelicals and the 70% who don't, a lot of us who may tend to get defensive, we start thinking kind of 
defensively about, well, that's just because people, they don't embrace truth, right? They don't want to 
embrace what we believe, they don't want to embrace the things we stand for, and we talk in those 
kinds of terms.

Here's the problem, and I want to be really honest about this. I think the percentage of people who have 
a positive view of Jesus is probably much higher than 30%. In other words, there's a gap between the 
way we have sometimes represented Jesus and who Jesus really is, that this Jesus who will come and 
love you no matter what, we don't always love people no matter what. This Jesus who will come and 
break chains in your life and rescue you from desperate situations and addictions, we don't always pay 
attention to people who are in desperate situations and addictions. This Jesus who will come and call 
you into his life and to be one of his followers no matter how radical your views might be, we've pointed 
out before, he called the zealot who was anti-Rome, and he called the tax collector who was pro-Rome, 
and he brought these two opposite parties together and he said, "You guys be friends. You be my 
friends together," but we sometimes don't reach out to people that have viewpoints that are different 
than ours. We don't always represent Jesus well.

One of the key pathways to representing Jesus accurately in this world is becoming a generous person. 
In other words, we know that Warren Buffet, and Bill Gates, and other mega billion, zillionaires or 
whatever, they set up foundations to give lots of money away, and I love that. That's great. I know they 
attack major global problems and issues, and I appreciate that.

But wouldn't it be cool, wouldn't it be cool if you just walked up to the average American, just the 
average American and said, "What do you think about evangelicals?" And they said, "They are the most 
generous people I've met. They are giving, they care. They see hurting and they see pain, and they act 
on it. I mean, those people are just always thinking about others. They're always looking out for those 
that are poor, and lost, and broken, and desperate, and trapped, and enslaved. They're looking out for 
people who are oppressed. They're looking out for people who are marginalized. They're seeking to free 
people from slavery. They're seeking to help people break free." That if we represented Jesus in that 
way, I believe we bring more and more people into the enjoyment of a relationship with Christ, but the 
way to get there is to become generous. It's to become generous.
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So here's what I want us to do today. I don't want you to necessarily pray in this moment, "God, how 
much money do you want me to give away? Or how much time do you want me to give away? Or where 
do you want me to volunteer?" Those are all doing things. Those are prayers about the hands, so to 
speak. I want us to pray today about the heart. I want us to say, "God, will you examine my heart and 
show me where I'm not being generous in my life? Show me where I've been selfish," because I can 
promise you, when I pray this prayer, I find stuff every time, areas where I've been selfish, areas where I 
could have taken a moment and shared wisdom and I didn't because I just wasn't focused on the other 
person, moments where I could've shared love, but I didn't because I was too worried about being 
comfortable, moments where I could have blessed someone in some way, and even sometimes where I 
could've given financially to someone in need, but I didn't because I thought I need everything I've got or 
whatever.

And so look at the heart and say, "God, I want to grow in generosity to be like Jesus." Because when I am 
generous, giving isn't really the issue, it's the natural outflow, right? When I am generous at my heart, 
my hands will follow. And so I don't want you to pray about what's the next thing I need to do, I want 
you to pray about what's the next thing I need to believe about generosity in my life. Help me become 
more like Jesus. And as I become more like Jesus, I will become a giver as a result, okay?

I want us to bow our heads and just ask this simple question of you, have you realized what God has 
been generous with in your life? Thanksgiving is coming this week and I know that it's an annual time 
that we stop, but I want you to stop before Thursday, today, tomorrow, and say, "God, help me to count 
up your benefits, to remember the blessings that you've poured out in my life. God help me to see that 
and to be grateful. And Lord, out of my gratitude, transform that into generosity, so that others might 
come to know Jesus, might see his glory, might see his goodness in my life. God, I want to become 
generous."

If you're here this morning and you don't have a relationship with Jesus Christ, you got to understand, 
the Father gave His son for you, the son gave his life on a cross for you. He gives you forgiveness. He 
gives you cleansing. He gives you the free gift of eternal life if you'll trust him completely for it. So if you 
don't have a relationship with Christ, just pray that now, "Jesus, I declare I trust you. I believe you died 
for me. I believe you rose again. I want you as my savior. I want to receive you into my life. I want to 
receive what you've done on my behalf."

Jesus, we love you, we praise you, we're thankful for you. I pray today, God, that we as believers might 
just ask, God, what do you want me to do, and where does it come from inside of me? How will you 
shape my heart? How can I trust you more, God? How can I show my trust more for you? Lord, we love 
you and we praise you, in Christ's name. Amen.
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