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Well, good morning, Grace Hills.

Good morning.

I'm glad to see you guys this morning. I spent the last day and a half or so up at Sky Ranch with some of 
the men at the men's retreat. Things were going fantastic there, nobody had been shot, nothing had 
been burned down. So it was a success, you know, and then there were other blessings on top of those 
basic survival requirements.

I'm glad that you're here for week four of Made for More. We have talked in spiritual terms for the last 
three weeks about how you're made for more than just existing. You're made for more than just 
surviving. You're made for more than just kind of getting by until death. That God has more of a plan for 
you than that.

Over the next three weeks I want to get somewhat practical. Next week we're going to talk about time, 
and how a lot of us just kind of live stressed out, and how God made us for more than that. He made us 
for more than just getting through the rat race, okay? But today, I want to talk about something that's 
probably one of the nearest and dearest issues to the human heart that you can possibly imagine. We're 
going to talk about money.

Now we're not going to talk about money in the way you might think I'm going to talk about money. 
When a pastor says we're going to talk about money, you probably get about four or five different ideas 
about what I might be going to talk about, and I'm probably not going to talk about any of those things 
today. I really am not talking about money as much as I want to talk about our hearts, because I think 
that we live in a culture and in a society in which we really struggle to be happy and content and joyful 
and peaceful because our eyes are fixed, our stress revolves around money so much.

So I want to get practical this morning, and just say you were made for more than just scraping by. You 
were made for more than just scraping by. Let me tell you right out of the gates what I don't mean by 
that. I don't mean that you were made for more than scraping by and therefore Jesus wants you to be 
rich and wealthy and overflowing with cash. I don't know if God wants that for you. He might. He wants 
that for certain people who are stewards of that, who can give generously and empower people.

And then other people live in absolute poverty and are faithful to Jesus and have just as much of his 
actual blessing as the person who's been entrusted with great wealth. So I'm not saying God wants you 
to have more money. I don't think that's biblically true for everyone in the world.

What I'm saying is you were made for more than living an existence in which you always feel like you're 
just scraping by. When day after day is stress, and day after day is worry, and day after day is not 
measuring up and not being fulfilled, and day after day is wondering is there any more to life than this? 
You were made for more than that.

You were made to thrive no matter how much you have. So, I want to give you at the beginning on this 
message, I'm not sharing any scripture about this. I'm actually just borrowing four major points that I 
shared a year and a half ago in a sermon. We did a series called strapped, and we went through lots of 
scripture and we boiled biblical finances down to these four things.
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So if you came in today, you go, no, I really wanted some wisdom, here it is, okay? We're going to spend 
about five minutes on this and then we're going to spend a lot of time talking about our hearts. But here 
is, to me, a summary of what scripture presents to us in terms of wisdom about money. Wisdom about 
finances, and the Bible has a lot to say about it. Lots of different books of the Bible address personal 
finance, and so here's the wisdom wrapped up in a single slide for you. If you want to manage your 
financial life in a way that's biblically informed, you do these four things.

You earn money honestly. You earn money honestly, that is within the ethical boundaries that the Bible 
gives us. And you're free to earn. If you want to be entrepreneurial, if you want to start a big business 
and make millions of dollars, there's nothing wrong with that, but do it right. Do it honestly. Do it with 
people in mind, and so that's the biblical side of that. And thank God for people who are believers, who 
can employ others and make a difference with their money and all that. That's great. Earning isn't bad, 
it's just not the end all be all of what life is all about, right? So earn money honestly.

Second, save money wisely. The Bible addresses this, tells us to look at the example of the ant who sets 
aside in the summer what he needs for the winter. Maybe it's the grasshopper, I get the animals 
confused. Anyways, it's in there, trust me. Spend money, I skipped one didn't I? Spend money wisely is 
the second one.

Then the third one, just let me... Can I start the sermon over? So, spend money wisely meaning don't 
blow it, don't be dumb, don't be frivolous with how you spend money. If you don't have enough food 
this month, probably not time to buy the Xbox, right? This is basic spend money wisely, and there's 
nothing wrong with having something nice or luxurious, unless you have not yet been faithful and you've 
stewarded things well, and you've not yet been generous. Then to consume luxuries is a problem, so 
spend money wisely, okay?

Save money faithfully is the third one, just setting aside for the future is not a bad thing. I've been 
around Christians before who felt like it was wrong to have retirement because they said you should just 
live on faith. Well, you know, live on wisdom too, okay? Live on faith and live on wisdom, and the Bible 
gives us wisdom that says it's smart to set aside for rainy days. So that's a biblical principle, and give 
money generously. That is, this is a heart issue, it's not just about giving for financial reasons or for the 
tax write-off, but it's about cultivating a generous heart.

So if you want to know the biblical wisdom about money and you came in today hoping, I hope to learn 
how to earn more money or save more money or be better with my money, there it is, you just got the 
really short version. You can go on our website, there's a whole three-week series from a year ago that 
you can go a little bit deeper, but I want to change directions this morning and focus primarily on the 
heart, because I think that's where Jesus tended to focus.

I think that's our real problem. I don't think our real problem is spending or earning or saving. I think our 
real problem is our attachment. It's our affection. It's where our attention goes, because here's the 
reason I say that. I've watched people who make $20,000 or $30,000 or $40,000 a year and have 
struggles. And then life changes, a promotion comes, a new company calls, and they now make $70,000, 
$80,000, $90,000 a year and still struggle.
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More cash doesn't fix a money problem. More income isn't what life is all about. You can live for the 
raise, and the raise, you know, Uncle Sam gets more of it anyways. It's like just more money doesn't fix 
the real problem of my heart.

Now I know what you're thinking. Some of you are thinking, well it could fix some of my problems. And I 
agree, it really could, it could fix... It could pay some bills, it can help people out of a hard spot. So 
money's not bad. Money's neutral, it's all about what you do with it. But Jesus came in and addressed 
the priority and place of money in our hearts, because I think Jesus understood that in his day and age 
and in our day and age, many of us live waking up every day worried about what's going to happen with 
our bank account or our retirement account this week.

We're watching the stock market fluctuate and somebody, you know, the president says something 
good and it goes up, and he says something bad and it goes down, and we're all stressed out and 
worried about it. We live that way sometimes. And we worry about am I going to have enough to get 
through this month? What about this bill? What about that bill?

I understand the reality and the dynamic of wanting the bills to be paid. You're smart to do that, 
because when you don't pay the bills people take stuff away from you, so I get that. But the real 
question is where's the affection of my heart? What do I really value? Jesus had a lot to say about this.

So, I really believe that moving from scraping by all the time to no longer scraping by is ultimately an 
issue of the heart and mind. We're going to see how Jesus presented to us what the heart and mind 
should be all about.

He says in Matthew, chapter six, in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, "Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth where moths and vermin," I love the word vermin. It's one of my 
favorite biblical words. "Vermin destroy." That's about creditors, by the way. I'm just kidding. If you're a 
creditor, I love you.

Anyways, "Where thieves break in and steal, but instead store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven. 
Treasures in Heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and 
steal, for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." That is a key phrase. Where your 
treasure is, that's where your heart will be. We'll come back and understand what he means by treasure 
in a minute.

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. If your 
eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness? No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you'll be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. There's 
another key phrase.

Your treasure is where your heart is. You cannot serve both God and money. Therefore I tell you, don't 
worry about your life. What you'll eat or drink, or about your body, what you'll wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air. They do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they? Another key phrase. Are you not much more valuable than all the animals God takes care of? You 
matter to God, okay?
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Can anyone of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? It's a great question. Can you get more 
time by worrying? No, worry doesn't pay you back for the time you wasted on it, right? Why do you 
worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin, and yet I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all of his splendor was dressed like one of these.

If that's how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown in the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, you of little faith? So do not worry saying what shall we eat, or what 
shall we drink, or what shall we wear? For the pagans run after these things and your Heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. The pagans run after these things. Hang on to that phrase for a second.

In other words, the pagans expend their energy, their time, their worry running after things. They're 
living by scraping by. Pagans live by scraping by. But your Father knows you need them. Seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Every day has enough trouble of its own.

So Jesus said a mouthful there, and as I was preparing for this sermon, I was only going to look at that 
first paragraph, the first slide. I just kept reading, and it's like, no, it all matters. It's all one picture that 
we need to look at together, because when Jesus talks about not worrying about money and not 
worrying about those kinds of things. I think he understands that our heart is going to be, our affection 
is going to be wherever we put our treasure, and then he goes on, and if you got your treasure in the 
right place, you're going to worry less. And when you worry less, you're going to seek the kingdom 
more. And when you seek the kingdom more, your treasure is going to be in the right place.

It's all one big message. It's all one thing. And here's the thing I want you to understand that you'll never 
come to a place of contentment or satisfaction, you'll never have enough, you'll never come to the place 
where you have enough money and resources and physical things and material things if your affection 
and your attention are focused on having things.

I hope you've seen a theme in this series, that week after week we've said these two words, affection 
and attention. What I spend my time thinking about and what I value and love is what determines the 
amount of meaning I have in life. That if I value and think about and am consumed by physical things, 
material things, then I'm never going to have enough.

When my affection, when my love is for something that is fleeting, something that is temporary, 
something that burns up some day, when that's where my heart is, I'm always going to watch it 
disappear because it's temporary. That's the nature of money. That's the nature of stuff. It wastes away. 
It just disappears. You ever notice this? How many of you get to the end of the month, and you're like, it 
just disappeared, right?

Even though you calculate it, you put it all in, you look in Quicken and see how it all worked out, and 
you're like, man, we spent $11,000 eating out this month, and that's where it all went. But even at that, 
it's like it just vanishes. It just goes away, and that's the nature of things on this sinful planet.

And so when your heart is attached to things. When your heart is attached to material things, you're 
always going to live by scraping by, and it doesn't matter how much you make. It doesn't matter how 
high you climb. It doesn't matter how much of a salary you're paid or how much real estate own or what 
your retirement account looks like. If all of your hope and your satisfaction and your feeling of safety 
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and security, and your sense of significance and meaning in the world is rooted in something that can 
have a dollar sign, an amount assessed to it, it will never be enough.

You know why? Because you were made for more. You were made for eternity. God made you to last 
forever. He made you for his kingdom. He made you to be bigger and more valuable than money. He 
created you with more value than anything else on this planet, and so when you who are of infinite 
value and worth to your creator set your affection on something beneath you, something less valuable 
than you, something less eternal than you. When that's where your affection is, it'll never be enough 
because you were made for more.

So here's the secret, and then we'll unpack this, and I want to empower you this morning with some 
choices that you can make in order to no longer live just scraping by. But here's the secret to it all. Set 
your affection and your attention on God's kingdom purposes in your life. That is how you live beyond 
scraping by.

In other words, it's about focus. It's about attention. It's about affection. It's about what I love and what 
I value. When Jesus says wherever your treasure is, there will your heart be also, he wasn't saying 
literally whatever you spend your money on, wherever you put your money, that's where your heart will 
be. He's saying wherever your treasure is, wherever that thing is that you treasure the most, and you get 
to determine what that treasure is.

You get to decide your attachments and your affections and your attention. You get to direct those 
things. And so when you set your attention and your affection on something that lasts forever, on that 
which is Heavenly, on things like people and relationships, and what the Gospel can do in someone's life, 
and how we can be absolutely changed by this eternal, powerful, supernatural work of God in us. When 
we understand scripture and the Holy Spirit moves in and we're redeemed, and I'm healed from all of 
the sickness and disease of my soul, and I get over my brokenness and I'm released from bondage.

All of those kind of kingdom values and kingdom activities, those are things that never fade away. The 
effects of those things are eternal, so when you set your attention, your mind, you think about it a lot, 
and your affection, your love, your value. The thing you enjoy, when those things are Heavenly in 
nature, you're going to be satisfied for eternity because the thing that you long for is going to be 
attainable because God gives it to you.

Let me just tell you one of the big lies, and then we'll get into some choices I want to challenge you to 
make. But one of the biggest lies that we have been sold as a society is that I have no power over what I 
want. That's a lie from the pit of hell. As Steve Brown would say, it smells like smoke.

The idea that I can't choose what I want is a lie. Because what it teaches us is that we're just animals, 
and we walk around, anything that appeals to my flesh, anything that I think would look good or feel 
good, that's just what I'm going to want and I can't help that. It may be really unhealthy for me, it may 
be really destructive for me. It may not be good for other people, it may be not good for the kingdom, it 
might not be good for my church, my family, my spouse, my kids. Might not be good for them, but I just 
can't help it. I just want and there's nothing I can do about that, and that is an absolute lie.

So I want to walk through four choices that I want to challenge you to make, based on Jesus' message 
about choosing not to worry, choosing what you value, choosing where your affection is. I want to 
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challenge you today to take your mind to realize that you get to make some decisions here. That God 
has given you the power of choice over certain things, and I want to challenge you with four choices that 
you get to make, okay? That make all the different between living life scraping by, and no longer living 
under the burden of just scraping by.

Here's the first one. You decide what you treasure. You decide what you treasure. You make a decision 
about this. I wrestle with this as a father who works, because most of my work is done at home or it's 
done here. I got several offices in Starbucks around the community, and so I work in those places, right, 
and most of my work is I'm sitting at a laptop or an iPad and I'm studying, I'm reading, I'm putting notes 
together. I do all that kind of thing.

The problem with that kind of work is it's never really done. There's always more you could do, and so 
Friday night might roll around I'm not done with the things I wanted to get done. But the kids are now 
home from school and it's family movie night. It's time to camp out. This past Friday, Thursday night, 
kids didn't have school on Friday, so we pitched a tent on the back deck and we slept out there for 
almost... We didn't sleep at all, we were out there 10 minutes. It's time to come in, play video games, 
pile up in my bed because Andrea's out of town.

But nonetheless, I tell you I go through this on a weekly basis. What I really want to do in that moment is 
not necessarily be laying in a tent doing nothing. I really want to be productive, right, I really want to be 
doing something that would help me feel better on Tuesday when Tuesday rolls around and my week 
starts again. I want to be ready for that so I can get ahead. I could use this time to get ahead.

So, I choose in that moment, if I choose to value that work. If I say that's the most important thing to me 
and I really want to do that, then I'm going to wind up missing out on the opportunity to spend that time 
with my kids. Or, I can make a different choice, and I can say, you know what? I'm shutting the laptop. 
I'm done with that. I'm going to look at my kids and I'm going to pray about this, I'm going to think about 
this, I'm going to focus on this, and I'm going to choose to value this time with them.

So, you choose what you value. You choose to want this or you choose to want that, and I understand 
that you live in a human body with a human brain, and certain things just feel like natural desires you 
can't overcome. I get that. But you were given the Holy Spirit to empower and enlighten your mind, to 
renew your thinking, to transform you into someone who is absolutely selfless, and so you have the 
power to choose what you treasure.

You get to treasure what you treasure. You get to say, man, the bank account seems really low this 
month, we got to fix that. We got to do something about that. We got to figure that out. But it's not 
going to ruin my night. I'm not going to dwell on it all weekend, because this weekend I'm with my 
family. I'm going to want something other than just more money. You get to choose what you treasure.

What you treasure is what you value the most. So, Jesus says when your treasure, when the thing that 
you value the most in this life, when that's Heavenly in nature, then you're living above the level of that 
which is material and fleeting and disappointing. Instead, you're putting, your resting the sense of your 
satisfaction in something that is beyond this world.

So, in other words, and I'm going to say this a lot, this is a mindset shift. This is a thinking change. You 
might need to make financial changes, you might need to change the way you spend or save or earn, but 
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this is a mindset change. This is a heart issue. This is an affection issue. And you decide what you 
cultivate an affection for.

Here's the second choice you get to make. You get to decide what you focus on. What you focus on. So 
you get to decide what you love, what you want. You also get to decide what you spend time thinking 
about. What you spend time thinking about.

Again, for me this becomes very practical and very real. Jesus said don't worry about physical things. 
Don't worry about what you're going to eat and what you're going to wear. It's okay to buy clothes and 
food, and then to eat them and wear them, but don't devote your time. You have so little time, right?

Anyone in here just have a ton of extra time to share with the rest of us? No, right? We're all strapped 
for time, it's just the way we live life, doesn't matter how much you got, you always wish you had more. 
So don't spend the little bit of time you have wasting it on worry because worry doesn't accomplish 
anything and it never pays you back.

Worry is a slouch. When you come to worry and you're like, okay, I'm going to give some time to 
stressing about this, do you know what it does for you? Nothing. Never pays you back at all. So you get 
to decide what you focus on. That is what you think about. This isn't just true with money, this is true in 
a lot of areas of my life, right?

If I just focus on my problems, my issues, the ways I fall short. If I just focus on how I don't have what 
they have. If I live by comparison. If I focus on how good someone else has it. If I focus on what I don't 
have and how far I have to go, all of that can be very discouraging. But if I focus on and spend time 
thinking about the gifts of God, and I'm thinking with a heart of gratitude and I'm just measuring all the 
time how good God has been to me and the life he's given to me, and I focus and I devote my time to 
thinking about God's provision and about Heavenly things, then that changes the way I live life.

I suddenly have a looser grip on the things of this world, of this planet, and I'm more attached to things 
that are beyond. So, it's a heart issue and it's a mind issue. You get to choose what you want. You get to 
choose what you focus on, what you think about. That is a power you get to choose.

Again, I think it's a lie from the enemy that says I don't get to choose that, I'm just going to pay attention 
to whatever is in front of me, because listen the world around us is all about capturing your attention. I 
don't think marketing in and of itself is a bad thing or a good thing. I think it's just a neutral thing, I 
mean, some people are really good at it and there's nothing at all wrong with that. Marketing has its 
place and it's good.

But as a consumer, you got to understand why marketing works. Marketing is all about getting in front 
of you and appealing to what you want, or at least telling you maybe what you should want, and it's 
about getting more of your attention and more of your focus.

If we can get more of your attention and more of your focus, and shape your thinking about what you're 
supposed to want, then you're more likely to come buy the product, right?

The fact is is that your life shouldn't be controlled by marketing messages. It shouldn't be controlled by 
what the culture around you is constantly selling to you. Instead you get to take back some power here. 
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You get to go, I'm going to choose what I focus on. Nobody else, no corporation, no government, no 
news agency is going to tell me what I got to think about all the time.

They're not going to take ownership of my mind and steal all of my time getting me to fret and worry. 
Instead I'm going to choose what I focus on, okay?

Number three is this, you decide what you give your time to. What you give your time to, what you work 
on. What you put your energy into. So I decide what gets my affection, my treasures in Heaven. I get to 
decide what I focus my mind on that's about worry, and instead of worrying being content and thankful, 
right? I get to decide what I focus on, and I get to decide what I put my time into, that is, what I give my 
energy to. And I only get so much energy in this life. I only get so much time in this life.

I get certain number of years, certain number of days, and within those days I get a certain number of 
waking hours, and I still need to eat and rest and work, and with the rest of my time I get to spend it, 
and I'm in control of it. Now that doesn't mean I'm the God of it. I need to do that under God's 
authority, obviously. But he gives me the power of choice to determine what I'm going to do with today. 
What I'm going to do with tomorrow.

If I give all of my time to collecting material things, then I have not given my time to people. If I give all 
of my time to collecting more material things, then I've not given my time to making a different, or 
having an influence, or living my life on mission, or taking a moment to share a message of love or 
encouragement with somebody that's down or broken or hurting.

I get to decide what I spend my energy on. So this is extremely important, and you get this choice. When 
you live scraping by, you look at all the time you have and you go, how can I maximize all that time to 
make as much money as possible so that I can be happy and free and not strapped and stressed and 
scraping by anymore? You give away your time and you give away your energy.

But when you decide I'm going to detach myself from material things, my affection is going to Heavenly 
things, my attention is going to focus on Heavenly things, I'm going to give time to Heavenly things. I'm 
going to do things that don't make me a dime but they make a difference, and it's going to change my 
life.

Because a lot of us, again, we've been sold the lie that you got to spend all your time making another 
dime. When God says, why don't you make a difference instead?

Now, that's not to say your dime can't make a difference, and if you're good at making money, go make 
money and give it away and be generous. There's nothing wrong with that, but for a lot of us who've 
fallen into the trap of just scraping by, we let the fear and the worry and the stress and the focus on the 
money and material things and how we're going to run out of it and we're going to run short of it, and 
I'm not going to get to retire by 40 and that kind of thing. We let that begin to dominate how I spend my 
time, and I only get so much of it, you know?

I decide who gets my energy. I can say no to certain things. I can cut it off and say I'm going to give my 
time to something better. And then here's the last thing, and something really important, the fourth big 
choice you get to make is you get to decide where you find your significance. You decide that. You 
choose where to find your significance.
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I know that we live in a world in which there is a lot of inequality, a lot of issues surrounding that. I know 
that we live in a world of competition and comparison. I understand that. I know that we live in the 
world that sells us the message you'll be happier if you have more. That you'll be happier if you collect 
more things. But the reality is that I know people who have plenty and struggle with significance. 
Struggle to know what the meaning of life is all about.

Have listened in on conversations with people that drive cars I could never begin to afford. They cost 
more than my house, and yet they're asking questions about is this all there is? Isn't there more? People 
with million dollar real estate portfolios and whatnot, and they're just wondering, I've collect... I've done 
well, I've been smart, I've worked hard and I've collected it all, but man, is there more? Is there 
something else?

The fact is you decide where you find your significance. You decide do I find my significance, my sense of 
meaning, my sense of value, do I find that in what I own or do I find that in the one that owns me, the 
one that paid for me with the blood of his son? Do I find my sense of significance in what I've collected? 
Or do I find my significance in the gifts of God that I can now share with other people?

I think that significance flows out of our sense of usefulness, and that God says to us, he never comes 
along and says, "Hey, I created you, and you're precious to me, and you're valuable to me and I bought 
you and paid for you with the blood of my son so you could be forgiven and free, and what I want you to 
do with the rest of your life is spend all of your time, your energy, your focus making as much money as 
possible so that you can be more important in the world."

God just doesn't say that, right? But he does say things like, "Hey, if you want to follow me, take up your 
cross and follow me." Jesus meets this rich young ruler, right, who comes to him in a sense of arrogance, 
is asking what's the most important thing I can do to please God and make God happy and get into 
Heaven?" Jesus says, "Well, sell everything you got and give it all to the poor and come and follow me."

The guy walks away sad because all of his meaning and al of his significance was found in the stuff he 
had, and Jesus was trying to get him to see that there's more to life than that. That there's more to life, 
more significance found in laying it down than collecting it up. That there's always more significance in 
living generously with my time and my money and my affection and my attention. There's always more 
significance in relationships than in a bank account. There's always more significance in Heavenly things, 
in my relationship with Christ, in my walk with God than there is with my walk with my company.

There's always more significance in my relationship with Jesus than my relationship with whoever is 
collecting money from me. Because the people collecting money from me, that I'm paying bills to, that 
I'm paying off in some way either for my car, house or electricity, or whatever it may be, they don't 
know me and they don't care about me, but I got a God who has entrusted me with everything, that 
cares deeply about who I am. Cares deeply about who I am.

I want to sum up this message with a sentence. I want to drop this on you, and I want this to rest on 
your mind the rest of this afternoon. When I have nothing material left, my life still has meaning. When I 
have nothing material left, my life still has meaning.

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=vFq4fU5l8jBh6S0f4zRtc_SD_2jFcitvUBgF4fAEfM4o0F9vVFRvpLUwrZZuUk7b1OM9Xwh5OX0rmRYNQyC_eE-finY&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Oct 13, 2019 - view latest version here.

Made for More Than Scraping By (Completed  10/06/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 10 of 12

Now some of you are going to leave here and go, man, that was a bust. I was really hoping he'd tell us, 
like, how to get rich. Or tell us we could write a cheque to Grace Hills Church and a million bucks would 
come into our bank account that week, and we just don't sell that here, okay?

What I will tell you though is that all the difference, 99% of this issue, is a heart issue. That it's so much 
about your affection, your love, your value. It's what you put your heart into. It's what you decide, this is 
where I'm going to find my meaning, my significance, my security. My security and my significance are 
not going to come from what I've collected in this world. And there's nothing wrong with collecting 
things or owning things or running a great business or climbing the ladder.

There's nothing wrong with achieving and having, unless that's where you find your significance. When 
that's where you find meaning, when that's where you decide that you matter, when that's the 
importance of your life, let me just tell you you're being sold short, because God has something bigger 
than money. Bigger than a bank account. He has something bigger than your finances. Bigger than 
paying the bills. Bigger than all the wealth you can imagine.

He wants you to make a difference in the lives of other people. He wants you to grow close in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Listen, I believe that you can take time and trade it for money, and we all 
do this with our lives. We work jobs, so we trade our time for money, and there's nothing wrong with 
that. But I will say the eight or nine or 10 hours that you trade for a paycheck in a given day is less 
valuable than the 20 minutes that you will spend talking to your creator in the morning.

The time you spend building your relationship with God is more valuable. I don't care how much you get 
paid, okay, and I've read some stats. A Rod makes, like, I don't know what, it's $1,600 a second on the 
baseball field. Whatever you get paid for your time, it is not as much as the value of the time you spend 
with God and the time you spend with people and the time you spend investing in the world around you 
for eternity's sake.

So Jesus would say store up for yourselves treasure in Heaven. Sometimes I think the church has been 
guilty of cheapening that by saying that's about giving offerings. Your treasure, give it here, we'll send it 
on to Heaven for you. No, I think what he's saying is in your life you decide that the things that you value 
most are going to be the things you will see after death.

The things that you value most are sitting around you right now. The things you value most, they live in 
your neighborhood and they don't know Jesus yet. The things that you should value most, the things you 
should care about most in the world are people who are suffering without the Gospel, who don't know 
Christ. Who don't have that sense of significance because they don't have a relationship with their 
creator yet. They don't know yet.

And when you give your life to eternal things and to people and to relationships and to making sure 
more people last and more people are cared for, and people without dignity are given dignity, and 
people who are suffering are protected and people who are oppressed are set free.

Jesus himself said he came with an anointing of God for this ministry of restoring sight to the blind, and 
freedom to the trapped and the chained, and he lived his life for that knowing that every person he set 
free is going to be set free forever.
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I read a terribly irrelevant story this week that I probably shouldn't even bring up, but it caught my 
attention. It was about an animal rights activist in Europe who rescued a bunch of bunnies, did you see 
this? Now if you love bunnies and animals and you're into animal rights, no problem with me. I have no 
beef with you. Sorry.

But here's what happened. She snuck into a facility and stole and rescued 16 bunnies, and over 120 
bunnies were killed in the process of her rescuing those 16. I think... I know it's terrible. The second 
service won't get that story now, because I heard an awe and I can't handle that, so... Here's the thing, I 
don't even know what the relevance was, see completely... Satan brought that story up in mind to 
distract us from what really matter here. Is that you get decide.

I'm going to take my life and I'm going to put in on the line for something, because you will, you'll do this 
today and you'll do this tomorrow. You will put your life, your time, your energy, your focus, your 
affection, you'll put it on the line. You'll trade it for something this week, guaranteed. You'll trade some 
of it to make a living, to make money, and that's okay. That's a job.

You'll trade some of it to make a significance difference in the lives of other people. You'll trade some of 
it to be a better spouse, a better parent, a better neighbor, a better citizen. That's awesome. You'll trade 
some of it to serve other believers within the church, or to share your faith in your neighborhood or 
your community. You'll give some of your time to take a trip somewhere you've never been, to minister 
to people that you don't know that are believers on the other side of the word someday.

You will spend your time and your money and your focus, and you can either live by scraping by in 
scarcity, in worry, in anxiety over losing what is going to be lost someday anyways. Or you can trade 
your life for what matters for eternity, okay?

Let's bow our heads together. Father, I ask you right now to draw in our minds a picture of the people 
that you want us to give our lives for. Not literally to die for, but to live for, to give our time to, to focus 
on. God bring to our minds right now the name, the face of a person that they need us to make a 
difference in their life. They need a mentor. They need a lover. They need a friend. They need a guide. 
They need a sage.

They need encouragement. Some of them need money, they need food, they need resources, and we 
have it to give. Some people just need us to love them. Sometimes we need love. God, we come before 
you recognizing that our relationship with God matters more than any other relationship on earth, and 
God I pray that right now there'd be two things going on, Lord.

First, help us to repent where we have found our significance in temporary things. Help us to repent of 
worry and to repent of stressing over things that don't matter and won't last. And also the spirit of 
commitment, that I will put my affection in the right place.

Here's the thing, while we're praying together, you need to know God did this for you. He loves you, has 
an affection for you. He's spent the life of his son on you. He paid for you. He redeemed you. If you've 
never met him, if you don't know that yet, that's not been your reality, you don't know Christ yet, you 
can meet him right now.
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You can right there where you are pray, God, I believe in you. I believe your son Jesus died on the cross 
for my sins and I love you. And I don't know what it means yet to follow you, but I want to start. I want 
to begin today, I want to follow Jesus today, the rest of my life. I want to trust in you.

For a lot of us, we just need to say God, I found my significance in all the wrong places, and I want to 
start today to no longer just live scraping by, but instead to understand where real significance comes 
from. That there are people on this earth who've earned a ton, and you've used them and their 
generosity. Thank you.

And there are others on this earth who have given up the right and the ability to earn more, they've just 
given their time. They've moved to places and lived in poverty and served you faithfully. God, thank you 
for every scenario in between. For having the grace to receive us where we are. God help our attention 
and our affection to be right. Lord, we love you, in Jesus' name. Amen.
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