
 

Hell Just Can’t Win 
Church. For Good. Week Four 

 
HEART 
 
Sometimes, it seems like hell is winning. 
 

● When we witness human suffering. 
● When we suffer and experience pain. 
● When we observe widespread moral confusion. 
● When we see the weakening of the church’s influence. 
● When we minister to broken people and families. 
● When we experience widespread division in our culture. 

 
HEAD 
 

Jesus made a promise that hell wouldn’t win. 
 
Matthew 16:13-19 NLT 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John 
the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,  the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven 
has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. Now I say to 
you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’),  and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and all the powers of hell  will not conquer it.  

And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid 
on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit  on earth will be 
permitted in heaven.” 
 
It’s been pointed out that the picture given in this passage isn’t that hell is attacking 
the church. It’s that the church is invading territory under the control of hell. And, 
we’re guaranteed victory if we only have the guts to advance on enemy territory! 



 

 

Hell can’t win because Jesus has already won! 
 
Peter affirms that Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior. The truth that Peter affirmed 
would become the very foundation of the church. 
 
He won when he died on the cross, paying for our sins and then rose again to rule 
and reign over his Kingdom forever. 
 

Hell can’t win because God has spoken! 
 
Jesus points out that Peter’s knowledge about Jesus being the Messiah came to 
him because God revealed it. God has spoken!  
 
What God declares is always, always true and trustworthy, so when God’s Word 
declares that we will enjoy triumph and victory in Christ, it’s a guarantee. 
 

Hell can’t win because the church is in action! 
 
Whatever you bind… whatever you loose… Scholars debate what Jesus meant, but I 
believe it has to do with the message and the mission with which Jesus entrusted 
the church.  
 
When we faithfully proclaim the biblical gospel and we pursue the mission and the 
purposes of God, heaven itself steps into action! 
 
HANDS 
 
So, how do we invade the territory currently under hell’s control? 
 

1. When we live like Jesus, the world takes notice. 
2. When we pray, heaven springs into action on our behalf. 
3. When we share the gospel, chains are broken and the blinders fall off. 
4. When we serve people, people are set free!  

 
 



 

HEART 
 
I’ve shared many times before that, in my own life, my small group has gotten me 
through some of the hardest times I’ve walked through.  
 
At Saddleback, Jeremiah and Jen, Brett and Michele, Jim and Kelly… they prayed us 
through some really dark moments. And at Grace Hills, we’ve been part of several 
groups that have walked each other through some really hard moments. 
 
I want to appeal to you… 
 

1. Make sure you’re following King Jesus. 
2. Include your church family - local and global - in your prayers every day. 
3. Create community and connect with people in a small group. 

 
You may be totally discouraged today, but victory belongs to all who follow Jesus. 
There is suffering now, but joy is coming in the morning! 


