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Today we’re gonna talk specifically about how you can make peace with difficult people. 
Now, I want to clarify something about the title and about the message. This does not 
mean that everyone you try to make peace with will always receive what you’re trying 
to do. I want to clarify that right out of the gates. I’m not saying that you can make 
people have peace with you. What I mean is that you can do what you can do to make 
peace with difficult people.  
 
Now, I just have to ask: how many of you, in the last couple of weeks, have dealt with 
someone difficult? Anybody? Ok. How many of you on the drive in – no, don’t answer 
that. So I think we all deal with difficult people, I think we’re surrounded, I think all of us 
have a tendency to be difficult, and right out of the gates I want to give you four things 
to know, four big truths about difficult people so we can clarify who it is we’re talking 
about before we dig into things.  
 
The first thing is this: Difficult people are everywhere. You’re going to run into people 
who are difficult to deal with everywhere you go. You can’t move away from them, 
when you leave a job because of them you find another job and you meet more difficult 
people, right? They’re everywhere. 
 
Secondly, difficult people have all been through difficulty. That’s gonna be key for us to 
remember in a few moments because we’re gonna circle back to that but difficult 
people are difficult because they have dealt with difficulty. They’ve dealth with difficult 
people themselves, we say it often at Grace Hills that hurt people hurt people. That 
when I hurt other people it’s usually because I have hurts in my own life.  
 
Here’s the third one and this is really important: You’re one of them. If you can’t think of 
very many difficult people, it’s probably you. Or if you think everyone is difficult, it’s 
definitely you. I am one of them. My name is Brandon and I’m a Christian who struggles 
with being a difficult person. It’s life, it’s who we are.  
 
Fourthly, and this is ultra important, Jesus died for difficult people. He didn’t come for 
those who had it all together, he didn’t come for those who are okay, the Great 
Physician didn’t come for those who didn’t need a doctor, he came for people whose 
souls are broken and in need of healing and repair, and that’s who Jesus came for. So 
when we talk about difficult people, we’re talking about people from all walks of life, 
they’re everywhere you go, they’ve all been hurt, I am one of them, and Jesus died for 
every last one of us who are difficult people. 
 



But I wanna give you a promise, a word of hope this morning and this is what we’ll 
unpack. The word of hope is simply this: When you follow Jesus, you CAN be a 
peacemaker. In other words, you are given the ability, you’re given the power, you’re 
given the model, you’re given the Word, you’re given everything you need to make 
peace with other people in your life. But, before we dig into more of the word, in just a 
moment we’re gonna look at a passage that gives us like step-by-step how do you deal 
with difficult people, but before I get to that, I wanna clarify something very important. 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:9: 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
So Jesus says the pathway to joy is by making peace with people. But, there’s a big 
difference between being a peacemaker and being a peacekeeper. I wanna clarify that 
today. We’re not talking today about how to be a peacekeeper. Peacekeepers are 
people that may avoid telling truth because truth is uncomfortable. They may avoid 
confrontation or conflict because all confrontation and all conflict is seen as negative 
and bad and even unnecessary.  
 
I have been guilty of being a peacekeeper a lot of times in my life where maybe 
something that needed to be said, but – I read something not long ago that said 
“introverts” and it had this dialogue in the head that said “doesn’t say it, doesn’t say it, 
doesn’t say it, doesn’t say it, quietly leaves” – that’s me sometimes, when there’s 
something that needs to be said but I don’t say it because I want to keep the peace. But 
what I’m discovering in my life, I’m age 42, is that peacekeepers are only peacekeepers 
for so long. Eventually we’re like filled up with all the things we’ve stuffed away or 
quietly absorbed and eventually it comes leaking out or exploding out or pouring out, 
and so we don’t keep the peace forever. But peacekeepers are people who will 
sometimes lay down their health, lay down their rights, lay down their safety, lay down 
their emotional wholeness, in order to keep everyone else from ever getting upset with 
them. That’s not the path we’re talking about. 
 
We’re talking about being a peace maker. In other words, someone who takes the 
initiative to do what in necessary to make peace with people in a God-like way whether 
people receive that or not. You will make peace with people in your lifetime that won’t 
make peace with you. And you can’t change the heart, you can’t cause someone to 
change from the inside out like the Holy Spirit can prompt them, so we’re just talking 
today about what are the things that at the end of my walk with someone, I need to be 
able to say I did this, I did this, I tried, I really gave it my all, I really did the best I could. 
How do we get to a place where we’re confident about that? 
 
So I’m going to read from 1 Peter 3, just two verses in which Peter packs in these words 
of wisdom about how to make peace with difficult people. He says in verse 8 of chapter 
3, 

“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On 



the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing.” 

So Peter packs into that little passage, those two verses, this kind of step-by-step 
pathway to making peace with people who are difficult, knowing that you are 
surrounded with them. You’re surrounded by them and you are one. I just want to break 
it down to four ways to do this this morning. 
 
And the first is this: Find common ground. He says I want all of you to be like-minded. 
Now let me clarify what that doesn’t mean. That doesn’t mean everyone needs to think 
just alike. There are enormous numbers of people who believe error together. There are 
times when you can be united and unified and you can find uniformity around a wrong 
idea. It can be deadly, it can be destructive, and we’ve seen it more than once in history. 
You don’t have to look back more than 100 years to find an entire Holocaust that was 
propogated on hundreds of thousand of people believing wrong ideologies at the same 
time.  
 
So Peter is not saying, “just think alike.” When he says to be like-minded he’s saying 
have a mind that’s willing to get into the minds of others. Be somewhat understanding 
of where people are coming from. Find common ground. Just establish that me and you, 
we both have our difference, but we can get along. There’s nobody on earth that is so 
difficult that you can’t find some kind of commonality with them even if it’s just “I’m a 
human, you’re a human. God made us both. We both sinned and messed up, Jesus died 
for us both, that’s about all we’ve got left. I think in this day in age, we struggle to find 
common ground with people. We do, because of social media, because of other things, 
it’s very easy to be disagreeable today and to take my stand and not really know people, 
not really understand where they’re coming from or why they’re thinking the way they 
do, but just to argue back and to disagree.  
 
I had a fun experience a couple weeks ago, I got a random text. It was spam, cause I 
don’t remember giving permission to anybody, but I got a text from a presidential 
campaign. And it said, “Hey, this is so-and-so with Bernie. Are you in with Bernie?” 
Anyone else get that text? Now, IMMEDIATELY, my mind thought of the move The 
Incredibles. And all I could think of to reply with was “Don’t Bernie me. This little rat is 
guilty. Guilty, I say, guilty.” And I just fired that back off. And I waited. About four hours 
later, the reply comes in and it says, “I’m sorry, I don’t know what you mean. Can you 
explain?” And I just left them hanging.  
 
But I know that, I watch it publically every day, that people can go fist-to-fist with each 
other, they don’t even know each other’s hearts or souls or why they’re coming from 
that perspective, but just disagree right out of the gates. And so, when you’re dealing 
with difficult people, find common ground. I’m human, you’re human, we’re broken, 
Jesus dies for both of us. We have some common ground here. We can have some unity 
on which to have a conversation.  
 



Building on that is the second one: Look deeper than the difficulty. So Peter says, “Be 
like-minded and be SYMPATHETIC.” In other words, feel for someone. Understand that 
difficult people have been through difficulty. That the people in your life who are 
hardest to deal with are often the people that have been hurt the most. Now that 
doesn’t mean that you don’t sometimes need boundaries, or that you don’t sometimes 
need to place a limit on how someone is able to treat you or speak to you. That is true. 
Sometimes you need healthy boundaries in your life. But to understand that the reason 
why people are hurtful is because they’ve been hurt themselves, that sort of breaks 
down some barriers. Understanding that someone is broken because they were broken, 
that they’re responding in a certain way or saying things that aren’t true because of how 
they were treated, that when you run across that difficult person who complains about 
everything, maybe it’s because they grew up in a house where they could never do 
anything right. When you run across that person who can’t really seem to show love, 
and you start to think maybe they’ve never been shown love. Maybe they don’t know 
what it’s like to receive a hug and a word of kindness and maybe I’m the first person 
that’s tried, so every time you come across a difficult person and try to deal with a 
difficult person you’re dealing with someone who’s walked through pain and difficulty 
because hurt people are the ones who wind up hurting other people.  
 
So he says be like-minded, find common ground, be sympathetic, begin to feel hurt and 
pain for what they’ve gone through. And then the third one is this, this is a big one: Love 
everybody, always. Peter sums it up this way, he says these three phrases:  
 “Love one another, be compassionate, be humble.” 
So love one another, be compassionate, and be humble. So show this love, pour out this 
love, and realize everybody around you needs love and love everybody, always. I love 
that phrase, not because I came up with it, but because Bob Goff came up with it and 
wrote a whole book about it, it’s called “Everybody Always.” If you’ve never read it, I 
want to challenge you to read it. But Everybody Always is all about the idea, and this is 
gonna sound crazy, I know you wouldn’t have gotten this from the title, but that you can 
love everybody and, get this, that you can love them always. That you can just decide, 
that no matter who I’m interacting with, not matter who it is that I’m seeing and 
exchanging words with or relating to in my life, that they’re a person who deserves love. 
They’re a person who gets the benefit of the doubt.  
 
Nobody did this better than Jesus and Jesus definitely encountered difficult people. In 
fact, he went all the way to the cross having loved people and served people and given 
his life away to people. He taught them, he healed them, he fed them, he gave them 
water to drink, he gave them everything they needed, he poured his life out, and they 
nailed him to a cross. Jesus dealt with difficult people who crucified him. He dealt with 
difficult disciples who didn’t understand him and underestimated him and mistook his 
words. He dealt with difficult people who challenged his understanding of his own 
Word, right? Jesus dealt with difficult people in this life, and yet, Jesus seemed to be 
able to sympathize with where people came from and to love them always no matter 
what every time he encountered them.  



 
One of my favorite stories that really impacted me is the story of when Jesus meets 
Peter, who we now know is Peter who always puts his foot in his mouth. Peter who 
blurts out one thing and it’s always wrong. It’s so bad that at one point he goes, “We’ll 
go to Jerusalem, we’ll keep you from dying.” And Jesus goes, “get behind me, Satan.” 
Jesus was definitely dealing with some difficulty here. And he knows that Peter is gonna 
deny him, that Peter is impetuous, on the night of Jesus’s death, the night before he 
died, he’s in the Garden of Gethsemane and the soldiers come to arrest him, Peter goes 
MMA in the situation. He pulls out his sword, lops off the ear of a soldier, he’s like we’re 
taking these guys down! Hours later, he doesn’t know who Jesus is. And Jesus knows all 
of this is coming.  
 
When he first meets Peter, he meets him as Simon, and he says, “Simon I’m gonna call 
you Peter.” Anybody know what Peter means? Rock. I’m going to call you Dwayne 
Johnson. You are the rock. You’re the rock. Do you think Peter felt like a rock? 
Sometimes yes, sometimes no. Do you think Peter felt like too much of a rock, more 
than he needed to? And at other times his hopes were dashed -  but Jesus looked at him 
and saw something in him and spoke loving things over him.  
 
One of the things Bob Goff says in his book, Everybody Always, is that we should stop 
telling people what they’re doing and start telling them who they are. In other words, 
we’re very good at pointing out people’s errors and tendencies and telling them what’s 
wrong with them and that we don’t agree with them, but Goff says what if you spoke to 
people about how God sees them. Just like Jesus did with Peter, the rock, who didn’t 
always act like a rock. Instead of saying, “Peter, I’m gonna name you impetuous. I’m 
gonna name you wishy-washy.” No – I’m gonna call you rock. So what if we spoke to 
people from the perspective of how God see them, to love everybody always – that 
when you meet that waitress or that person checking you out at Walmart, however it is 
you meet along the way, that you treat them with love and respect and you just name 
them the way God does. It’s life-changing.  
 
That leads us right in the fourth thing. The fourth way to make peace with difficult 
people is to bless the difficult. Peter said it in this verse. He says it in the second verse, 
in verse 9,  
 “Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult.” 
That’s what we’re good at, right? We can volley back and forth. We can have our 
comebacks, and we always have the next thing to say. In fact, I’m going to make a 
confession here that’s bound to haunt me later, but when Angie and I occasionally 
might disagree about something, a lot of times I’m not necessarily listening to her 
perspective, I’m thinking about my response and how golden it is. Like, there’s no way 
this response is going to be refutable. This is gonna nail it – she is gonna hear this and 
she is going to just break and fall at my feet and bow at the wisdom that’s about to pour 
forth out of my mouth. Anyone else ever do that? I do that. 
 



But instead, instead of volleying back and forth, answer for answer, insult for insult, evil 
for evil, just getting each other back and amping it up and escalating it, Peter says bless 
the difficult. He goes on and says, 
 “On the contrary, repay evil with blessing because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing.” 
 
I’m going to pick on somebody in our church named Becky, we all know and love Becky 
and Becky was telling me this story that I did not get permission to share, so I’m sorry in 
advance, but Becky was in the drive-thru in McDonald’s one day, and the guy behind her 
was mad at her about something about how she was driving and he ranted and he raved 
the whole time, and she didn’t pull up quick enough or something for him, and so he 
just kept staying mad. So when they finally get up to the window, she buys his meal. And 
as she pulled away, she looked and he’s going – 
 
When you bless in response to evil it changes the game. When you look at a Peter who’s 
about to be shaky and you name him “rock” that does something. When you speak 
things over somebody – you gotta understand, we live in a vacuum of affirmation. We 
live in a world that we’re very quick to argue, to disagree, to insult, to put down, to 
criticize. We don’t live in a world that is very quick to praise, to edify, to build up, to 
encourage, to come alongside and speak over someone what they really NEED to hear in 
the moment. We live in a world where love is limited because people push the limits all 
the time.  
 
And I think – I’m a parent, and so there are times when my kids will seem to just push 
and push and push and what they’re really looking for is where’s the limit of mom or 
dad’s love. This is especially true with foster and adoptive kids because they’ve been let 
down before and they’re determined – I’m gonna push the limits, I’m gonna see how far 
they’ll go, and people have given up on them again and again perhaps, and yet, when 
you love somebody and love somebody and love somebody and don’t stop, don’t quit, 
don’t give up, you just keep pursuing and keep going after and keep loving, it makes all 
the difference in the world when you bless the difficult. When someone kicks against 
and someone is being angry, being rude, and you bless instead – I had a church member 
in Kentucky that used to, when somebody would honk at him or get mad at him in 
traffic, he would do the pope sign. He would do like this to them. I thought you better 
be careful with the orientation of you hand, you could escalate things quickly, but he 
was legitimately trying to bless them Catholic-style. And it was this mental kind of “I’m 
going to bless them and not let it escalate inside me.” When people speak things over us 
that are blessing, it changes the game. 
 
I want to teach you something about the Greek language that you’re going to love 
because this one’s easy. When Peter says to bless those who are difficult, when he says 
“repay evil with blessing,” he uses the Greek word ___. What English word does ____ 
sound like? Eulogy. That’s the word he uses here. Eulogize those who have paid you evil. 
Speak well of, or speak well to, encourage those who have discouraged you. Speak 



positively to those who have spoken negatively to you. The Proverbs say that a soft 
answer turns away wrath. That when you decide to praise, when you decide to bless, 
and I’m not talking about empty flattery. I’m talking about acknowledging how God sees 
someone even when it’s a struggle for you to see them that way. When you speak God’s 
truth over them, it’s life-changing because some of them have never heard it.  
 
There are some of you in this room perhaps – all you’ve ever heard is how you don’t 
measure up. All you’ve ever heard is how bad you are. What a complainer you are. All 
you’ve heard is how stubborn you are. All you’ve heard is how controlling, how 
manipulative you are. People have been telling you that your whole life, and you just 
long for some kind of truth because right now you’re just living into it. You’re being 
difficult becaue you’ve always been told you’re difficult. That’s how you were defined. 
That’s what’s been spoken over you by everybody in your life. And you’re going to run 
into people like that all the time. Every day you’re going to come across people who 
have only been told negative things about themselves. And you have this opportunity to 
be the one person in decades who has spoken over them what God sees in them. It’s 
life-changing.  
 
I know it looks like we never argue, but occasionally we disagree about something and 
there was a time, not long ago, when Angie and I were disagreeing about something and 
it continued more than a couple of minutes. Like – more than a couple of hours. It was 
just one of those disagreements, it felt like man, how am I going to get out of this? And I 
start to feel like I just can’t fix this and I just can’t straighten this out, and I started saying 
something that I’ve kind of said my whole life inside my head: I just can’t win. I just can’t 
win here. I can’t do the right thing, I can’t win. So, in the middle of that, I’m thinking “I 
just can’t win” – and all we can do – we’re just at this impasse –  
 
Angie and I do this crazy thing, we just stop and pray. We’re like let’s just stop for a 
second. You be quiet, I’ll be quiet. Let’s just listen. Let’s just listen for what God’s gonna 
tell us. And the moments of quiet went on, awkwardly on. And finally I said, what did 
God tell you? God said some things to her about loving her. She said, what did God tell 
you? And I shared with her I just heard this word. This one word in my heart. Just heard 
it, plain as day, and I don’t really know why. Nobody’s ever called me this, I don’t have a 
history with this word, but it was exactly what I needed. I was reminded of a Scripture 
about how we’re more than conquerors, and I just heard this word: Champ. Now, I 
haven’t been called Champ since my MMA days. The last time I was in a UFC fight was 
never. In seventh grade I took karate for six months, but I never became a champ… I’ve 
never been called a champ in my life, I wasn’t really a sports guy. I was more of a non-
sports guy. So “champ.” It’s just not a word that’s familiar to me, but I just heard in that 
moment “champ”. And along with it just the memory of that Scripture from Romans 8. 
How we’re more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
 
I’ve been saying for years I just can’t win and guess what? That’s a lie. It’s not rooted in 
Scripture. But that lie had taken root in me. And it repeated itself and it lead to 



hopelessness and nothing is more dangerous than a human without hope. So coming to 
that place and hearing “champ,” you are more than a conqueror, you are more than a 
winner, made all the difference for me in my life. And then we went on from there and 
my wife said something to me that just echoed it, she said I don’t know anybody that 
fights harder for freedom than you. I had not thought of myself as someone who fights 
for freedom. I had only thought of myself as one who fights against it. Now I’m not 
talking about not believing in it, I just mean that in the moment, when it gets real, when 
it gets hard, sometimes I reject and I pull away. She said nobody fights harder than you 
that I know for freedom. That word over my life was life-changing. Your spouse, your 
kids, your neighbors, that grumpy neighbor that complains about the fence-line and the 
dog peeing in their yard, the people you struggle to relate to on a daily basis, all those 
difficult people, they have one thing in common I promise and guarantee you: everyone 
you meet this week will be living on a shortage of encouragement. I promise you. So 
when you come in with encouragement you change the game. You make peace. 
 
Does that mean everyone’s going to receive it and it’s going to turn around and you’re 
going to be best friends with your worst enemies? I don’t know. I don’t know because 
that’s on them a lot of times. It’s how everybody relates to God and what God wants to 
do in their life and there are going to be people that are still going to reject you so 
please don’t leave here and go “ok, I got the Bible secret formula, so now I’m going to 
fix all the relationships, everybody’s gonna love me, that’s not what this is all about. This 
is all about you can do hard things for God because he commands you to do them. 
Whether they work on other people or not has a lot to do with how other people are 
receptive to what God might be telling them. But at the end of the day, you can go 
“here’s how I have approached this relationship. Here’s how I’ve approached the 
people. I have found common ground. I’ve experienced sympathy, I’ve looked deeper 
than the difficulty at the broken places. I’ve loved everybody always and I’ve blessed the 
difficult. And I’ve done what I can to make peace. And if someone doesn’t receive that – 
I’ve gone the extra mile, I’ve taken the high road, I’ve tried to be like Jesus here.  
 
Because at the end of the day, Jesus embodies this message before he ever taught it. He 
said in the Sermon on the Mount, you’ve heard it said to pray for your friends, love your 
friends, but I say to you love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you. Bless 
those who are against you. He took the idea of blessing to a whole new level and he 
challenged us to do a hard, hard thing. I want you to understand – this whole sermon 
series is about hard things. I know this is hard. You might be sitting there going, “yeah, 
but you don’t know my wife, you don’t know my husband, you don’t know my friend, 
you don’t know my neighbor, you don’t know my boss. You don’t know my whoever it is 
that you’re thing of right now. Cause I think everybody in the room is thinking of 
somebody. But you don’t know them. You’re right, I don’t. And I don’t know what they’ll 
receive, but I want to clarify I really do believe strongly that you need boundaries with 
people that protect health and when someone is abusive towards you, you gotta set up 
the boundary, you’ve gotta keep that buffer there, but at the middle of all of that, 
whoever it is that you’re relating to, that to get to the end of the experience and go I’ve 



done what I can, is to say I’ve laid down my will, I’ve laid down my stubbornness, I’ve 
been willing to die to myself and to love them and to speak over them what God sees, 
not just what I see.  
Think about Jesus in this light. The Bible says he came into his own when his own 
received him not. That means he came into his own people, his own family, his own 
nation, he was  Jewish man coming into the Jewish people, he was of Nazareth and he 
was born there, and he grew up in Nazareth and now he’s trying to save Nazareth. He’s 
trying to save all the Jewish people, he’s trying to save everyone, and everyone seems to 
misunderstand him, underestimate him, misjudge him, miscalculate who he is, and be 
difficult with him all the way to the point where one day they’re praising him and 
they’re shouting “Hosanna”s and just a few days later they’re shouting “crucify him!” 
And Jesus, the Son of God, the lamb of God, listens as the crowds cry out “Crucify him!” 
Don’t you know in that moment that Jesus understands how difficult people can be. 
How you can lay down your life for them and they reject you still and put you on a cross. 
 
But the Bible, in this passage, does this amazing thing. Cause Peter goes on, a little bit 
further down, in verse 18, and he says “For Christ, who suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but 
made alive in the Spirit.” Jesus Christ went all the way to the point of shedding his own 
blood, of willingly allowing himself to be placed on a cross for difficult people. And that’s 
all of us, ok? I’m not insulting you personally, I just know. You’re difficult, I’m difficult, 
we have all had our difficulty with God. The Bible says all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. We’ve all broken his commands, he gave us paradise and we blew it. 
He gave us rules and standards by which to govern our lives and we have all violated 
those rules and those standards and because of that we’re all cut off from God, we’re 
separated from  him, there’s a barrier between him and me and it’s the barrier of sin, 
and yet, Jesus sees that barrier of sin and he looks right through it and he sees the real 
me, the me that God sees.  
 
He sees me who’s made in the image of God. He sees me who’s made with the dignity of 
God. He says I want to save him and he wants to save you and he wants to save 
everybody around you. He came to save the most difficult among us and Jesus goes all 
the way to the cross and is crucified and nailed to a cross and bleeds out and suffocates 
and dies because he loved difficult people. Because he loved you and he loved me and 
he wanted to reconcile us back to God, he wanted us to have peace with God. So let me 
just point this out at the end of this message: there’s one person you really can’t make 
peace with and that’s God. You’ve sinned and you can’ make up for that. You can’t pay 
that off yourself. You can’t go to God and go hey I know I’ve disobeyed you as my 
Creator and I’ve stepped outside your purpose for me and I’ve ignored your plan for my 
life but I’m going to make it up to you, God. No, we can’t make it up to God. We can’t 
make peace with him.  
 
But Jesus comes and, the Bible says, in his death on the cross, he has brought what is 
separated back together, that he’s made it possible for us to have peace, to receive 



peace from God because of the blood of Christ. That in my faith in Jesus, all of grace, I 
get to be made righteous with God. To be brought back into proper relationship with 
God because Jesus came to make peace between enemies and to bring me home into 
God’s family, and that because of what Jesus did on the cross, every single difficult 
person sitting in a chair in this room today is invited into the family of God to be 
reconciled and born again and made brand new and made into what God has seen from 
eternity’s sake, The child of God that he desire for you to be. He has set the pace, he’s 
been the model, but he hasn’t just gone first as an example, he’s gone first for me. He’s 
brought me into a right relationship with god and I have peace with God through the 
blood of Jesus Christ today. So two questions for you as we close.  
 
One is: do you have peace with God? Are you back in a right relationship with him today 
through the blood of Jesus? That you have received by faith what Jesus did for you on 
the cross because when you receive that by faith you are saved, delivered, changed, 
born again, welcomed into God’s family, and it’s all of grace, and it’s all by faith, and it’s 
all by faith in Jesus who came to be the way back to God. He came to be the way. The 
one and only way. And so if you’ve not received him today, I want to invite you to do 
that, to invite you to do that, to trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior today because he 
wants you to have peace with God.  
 
The other question is: Who have you been thinking about the last 30 minutes? Who is it 
that you can’t seem to make peace with? I don’t know that you’ll ever be able to create 
that peace. I don’t know that you can convince their heart to see things the way that 
you see them. What I do know is that for Angie and I, in that particular discussion that I 
mentioned earlier, that time of intense emotion and conversation, when we prayed, 
God helped. Doesn’t that sound revolutionary? Like, we stopped and we prayed and 
God helped. And the argument was over about 3 minutes later because we found this 
point of reconciliation, and that was 18 years ago and we’ve never argued since. I just 
made that up. But I know that prayer is a means of inviting a holy and awesome and 
powerful God into the midst of the situation and you can’t change anybody’s heart and 
God won’t force them to make the right decision, but God certainly softens what is 
hardened. He breaks the calloused shell of a hardened heart. He penetrates that wall 
that people put up, and his love and the message of the cross changes everything. 


