
The Time is Now to Experience Deliverance and Freedom 
 
We started a series of message a couple weeks ago called “The Time is Now,” and we 
started it of by saying that the time is now to discover who you are – that you gotta 
know who God is and who you are and what your purpose on earth is. Then last week 
we said the time is now to move beyond shame and regret – that shame has a way of 
gripping us, regret has a way of holding us back, but that we can be free of those things 
as we recognize how God treats them and how he sees us as new creatures in Christ.  
 
Today I wanna talk about establishing a life lived in spiritual freedom. So today I just 
want to talk about that the time is now. The time is now to experience deliverance and 
freedom. When I say the word “deliverance,” some of you might go right to Scriptural 
ideas, some of you might go back to movies made in the 80s, I don’t want you to do 
that. Some of you might go to this sort of image of: I’m about to start calling people up 
and laying people out with my hands and swinging my shirt at them. I’m not doing that 
today – the shirt stays on. 
 
But I want you to know that, Biblically speaking, deliverance is a beautiful word. It 
means that we were slaves, we were in bondage, we were captives, and we’ve been 
delivered. We’ve been set free. The chains of oppression have been broken and we get 
to walk in deliverance. The problem is, for some of us as Believers, while it’s true that 
God has delivered us, we don’t always live delivered. We don’t always live in the 
freedom that God has purchased for us. And I want to dig into that today.  
 
If you’re not familiar with the War of 1812, you’re probably not the only one. A lot of 
people kind of skip over it in our history. The War of 1812 is a little bit confusing 
because it was actually about 30 months long. It started in 1812 and didn’t conclude 
until 1814. Most people would know nothing about the War of 1812 if Johnny Whorton 
hadn’t written a song about the Battle of New Orleans. He said “In 1814, we took a little 
trip, with Colonel Jackson down the mighty Mississip.” And that song is about all the we 
Americans know about that whole war. What we don’t know, from the song, is they may 
have taken a trip in 1814 but the Battle of New Orleans really took place on January 8, 
1815.  
 
The significance of that is that the war was over and a truce had been agreed to in 
December of 1814. So the Battle of New Orleans is fought after the conclusion of the 
War of 1812. So Great Britain had already said, “Ok. We give up. We’re not gonna try to 
take over all your trade ports on the Mississippi River, we’ll back off.” But instructions 
hadn’t made it yet to the British commander and they kept moving, and so, history 
records that, sure enough, they kept firing their cannons ‘til the barrel melted down and 
they, ya know, grabbed an alligator and fought another round. They filled his head with 
cannonballs, powdered his behind, and when they set the powder off, the gator lost his 
mind. It’s history, ya know? It’s such a dumb version of history. 
 



But here’s what I like about studying that historical event. I believe there’s another 
historical event very similar to it. Almost 2000 years ago, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
came and was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, went all the way to the end of his 
ministry, and was crucified on a cross for the sins of mankind. He died to pay the penalty 
that our sins had incurred with God. So Jesus went to the cross and fixed, took care of, 
defeated, once and for all, the greatest challenge in our lives: sin. Sin, and death, and 
the grave – he beat it all. And 3 days later, Jesus rose again. So he lives today as king and 
the good news for you is that the war over you is done. When Jesus died, he said it’s 
finished, it’s paid, it’s completed, there’s nothing else that you can do, nothing else you 
need to do to get right with God to go to heaven. It has been done for you. It’s simply a 
matter of receiving by faith, through the grace of God, the finished work of Christ. The 
war is decided. 
 
However, I still fight battles. Do you? I’m a Christian, been a Christian a long time, I’ve 
trusted in the finished work of Christ. There’s nothing else to do, I can’t earn heaven and 
don’t need to try, I’m freely a child of God, that’s absolutely true. My enemy has been 
defeated, Satan is as good as dead, BUT, God happens to love people. And want more 
people in his family than are currently in his family. He keeps saving people, keeps 
spreading the gospel. So time continues until that day when Jesus comes again and 
while time continues, Satan, who is defeated, past tense, he is DONE, still gets a little bit 
of freedom for the remainder of our years until Christ comes again. And while he is 
here, and while my flesh is still here, and while planet earth is still what planet earth is, I 
still have to fight these skirmishes and battles in my life, and some of them can feel 
crushing.  
 
But the promise is that you’re not going to be defeated by it. When you trust in Christ, 
you will walk in victory forever and forever. In the book of Hebrews, chapter 10, the 
Bible says this:  

“When the high priest, (when Jesus Christ), had offered for all time one sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. And since that time, he waits for 
his enemies to be made his footstool. For by one sacrifice, he has made perfect 
forever those who are being made holy.” 

That’s you and I who trust in Christ, we are being made holy over our lifetime. And so 
the writer of Hebrews says that this great High Priest, Jesus, who is better than the 
angels and better than the priests and better than any force of good among humanity, 
that’s what the writer of Hebrews is getting across. And he comes to Chapter 10, and he 
says Jesus, when he had fought the battle, when he went to the cross, when he paid the 
price, and he had laid his life down and rose again and victory over sin and death and 
hell and the grave and everything that threatens you, when he had WON, when he goes 
to rest from the battle.  
 
But then it says, “and he now waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.” So the 
war is decided. We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. But there’s still 
some battles raging. And I tell ya, nobody fights harder than an enemy who’s angry that 



he’s already been defeated and has no hope. And that’s where we’re at with Satan. 
That’s where we’re at with The greatest enemies we will face in our lives.  
 
Here’s my challenge to you today: I wanna challenge you to live in the freedom that God 
has declared for you. To live in the freedom that Christ has purchased for you. I wanna 
challenge you today to stand up and fight. To fight for the freedom that’s already been 
purchased for you because while it’s as good as done and you are free, we need to live 
like we’re free – we need to learn to be free people in Christ. And on the journey to 
that, we still struggle and we still hang onto things and there are things that hold us 
back, and I want us to shake those chains loose and let the old bondage go and the old 
strongholds and things that hurt us and the things that held us back – that we need to 
establish a life in which we’re no longer held back by those things, but we’re free from 
them and that’s what I want to dig into today.  
 
In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, I want to read a part of a chapter. And you have to 
understand that Isaiah wrote his prophecy long before the events occurred that he was 
writing about. So he’s writing to the children of Israel and he’s telling them things like, 
“You guys are going to go into captivity.” And the people he’s writing to are going, “Not 
us.” But he saw it coming. God had revealed and shown to Isaiah “Yes, you’re going to 
go into captivity.” But Isaiah also got to write not only about the coming judgment of 
captivity, he also got to write about the coming deliverance. So Isaiah wrote about both 
throughout his book. It’s why it’s such an inspiring book to read, because it’s like, 
“Things are about to get hard because of your sin. But, God is knowledgeable of that 
and he’s already working ahead of you. He’s ahead of you on the timeline, he’s going to 
work for your freedom, it’s going to be ok in the end. And so that’s the perspective from 
which Isaiah writes.  
 
And in chapter 43 of Isaiah, there’s another one of these passages that we sometimes 
quotes without knowing its context and I want to dig into the context today because I 
think it has a lot for us to get from it. In Isaiah 43 he’s telling them, he’s telling the 
children of Israel, God is speaking through Isaiah to them, saying, “You’re going to go 
into captivity and then God is going to deliver you. And when he delivers you, here is 
what you should do:” So that’s the point of the passage. Starting in verse 14, the Bible 
says this: 

“This is what the Lord says – your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: ‘For your 
sake I will send to Babylon and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians, in the 
ships in which they took pride. I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, 
your King.” 

Let me stop for a second. So he’s already told them captivity is coming. He’s now looking 
at the future and he’s saying, “But God is going to step in and he’s going to overcome 
the Babylonians. You will be set free. He will defeat them, you will be released.” That’s 
his promise. But I love how in this verse, He is reminding them who He is. Multiple 
phrases: “This is what the LORD says. Yahweh. This is your Redeemer. The Holy One of 
Israel. I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your king. He’s reminding them of 



who he is, who they are, which we’ve already talked about in this series, but he’s laying 
it down. Then he gives them a reminder of their past. In verse 16 he says, “This is what 
the Lord says. He who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 
who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they 
lay there never to rise again and extinguished, snuffed out like a wick.” 
 
Let me stop again. He is pointing them back in time to when the children of Israel were 
released from slavery once before. They got out of Egypt, they headed for the Promised 
Land, and immediately they come up against this great obstacle: the Red Sea. So Israel’s 
army Is behind them, the Red Sea’s in front of them, they are stuck. They’ve been 
released from slavery, but they’re stuck a long way from the Promised Land.  
 
I fear that that’s where some of us are spiritually today. Like, we are released, we’re 
purchases, we’re paid for, but we are stuck. And the enemy’s on us and we don’t know 
what we’re going to do. We haven’t understood the nature of the victory. And so God 
reminds them – I showed up. I parted the sea. You walked across on dry ground. The 
Egyptians chased you, I buried them, I took care of you in the past. I freed you from 
slavery.  
 
Then, on the basis of that, He gives them this promise that we sometimes quote without 
that background, but in verse 18, he says,  

“Forget the former things. Do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing. 
Now it springs up: do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland…” 

It’s a great promise that we sometimes quotes. We’ll say, “God’s doing a new thing, 
with some great thing we think God is doing, and we’ll say, “See? He said he would do a 
new thing. But the specific context is: God is a deliverer. He has set free his people. He 
set them free from Egypt, he will set them free from Babylon, and he will set us free 
from our spiritual bondage. The reason I point to that is because way down in verse 25 
he says this:  

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake and 
remembers your sins no more.”  

 
Isn’t that good news? He remembers your sins no more. So he’s saying I want you to 
trust in the king, the Holy One of Israel, Israel’s Creator. I want you to believe in the God 
who just does this. This is what he does. He sets us free from bondage. He did it from 
Egypt into the Promised Land, he will do it again from Babylon back into the Promised 
Land, and he will do it in our lives by blotting out the sins and the transgressions that 
have had their chains and their grip on us for long enough. So that we can live spiritually 
free in Christ.  
 
The foreshadowing here is of that cross and resurrection in which , on the blood of Jesus 
Christ, he wipes out and blots out our sin and remembers them no more so we are free, 
but we don’t always live free. We who believe in Christ are free. We don’t have to be 



held by the chains of addiction anymore, and yet sometimes we wander into that place. 
We as Christians, we’re free from any need to be envious or jealous of anyone else and 
yet we wander into that place often. We don’t have to be judgmental or harsh or 
condemning, and yet, we wander into that place. We don’t have to hold onto bitterness 
or unforgiveness , and yet we still stay stuck between slavery and freedom. 
 
And while it’s guaranteed because God’s doing it, I’m not yet rising up to take my stand. 
And I can just tell you that in my life recently, I’ve just been moved to take a stand. To 
sort of fight a fight. And I know that God has won the war. I don’t need to fight for God 
to win. It’s very important that we all realize that. We don’t fight spiritual battles to help 
God win. God has won. We fight spiritual battle so that we fully realize and step into the 
life that God won for us. But I want to rise and I want to fight.  
 
The New Testament echoes this. In Galatians chapter 5:1 it says, 
 “Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your stand.” 
Isn’t that a funny phrasing? When he says that Christ has set us free, we like to go, 
“Okay, good, I got saved, I trusted him, I’m free, I’ll coast till death.” But Paul says, “You 
are FREE.” “Great, you don’t have to fight anymore.” “So take your stand.” “Wait, Paul. I 
thought it was over. I thought the battle was finished.” He says, 

“Christ has set us free. So take your stand. Never again let anyone put a harness 
of slavery on you.” 

So he suggests the possibility that as a believer in Christ, it’s possible for me to drift back 
into places of bondage, back into places where I’m held captive by wrong thinking, by 
lies, unforgiveness, by sin, by lust, by greed, by materialism – all kind of things – by 
insecurity… and if I haven’t named yours yet, just wait. There’s more sermon left. All of 
us have the tendency to drift into things, right? And you might not drift into the things I 
drift into. You might not be subject to it. Your personality’s different, your past is 
different… but I believe that every Christian in this room struggles with the temptation 
to return back to bondage again.  
 
I have to tell you about an intense moment of spiritual warfare for me. This morning, 
you know, this is day 14 of the 21-day time of prayer and fasting. Not everyone in our 
congregation is fasting from food completely. Some of the kids are not, and some of the 
volunteers may not be fasting in the same way. Some people are fasting from other 
things – entertainment devices or whatever. And so, I swung through Krispy Kreme this 
morning to get doughnuts for other people. And as I pulled into the parking lot I looked 
up and there was a sign and it was glowing. It was red. And it just said “hot.” That is 
from Satan. It is from the pit of hell. I have not yet eaten a doughnut. I brought them for 
other people, I’m not going to – I’m saying it publically. I can’t. I’m going to get fired. I 
am not going to eat one of those doughnuts.  
 
But, you know, it’s kind of a silly thing, and yet, I think I face those kinds of things in 
other ways too, like – sometimes I think I’m good. I’ve had several weeks being good, 
man, life is great. And then one thing is said, maybe it’s even said in innocence, and it 



triggers my insecurity and there I go. Back into slavery. I think I’ve forgiven, and things 
maybe have been done to me in the past and I’ve let go, I’ve moved beyond them – 
until, that person maybe, that I forgave says something that just kind of brings it all up 
again and I get stuck once again. We believers… we do this. I know better. I believe 
better. Jesus died for me, rose again, he is the victor, he is the king, absolutely, he has 
won. But there are moments in my life where I’ve just got to take a stand. And I want to 
invite you to take that stand with me today.  
 
I want to talk briefly about four of the most common areas of bondage for believers. 
These are not the only areas, but they are areas that the Bible has a lot to say about 
and, that after 23 years of ministry, I’ve had a lot of conversations about. Whether it’s 
preaching or in counseling or just sitting and having coffee, these are the things that 
come up over and over and I want to just walk through four of them as examples. 
Prevalent examples of the way believers struggle with returning to slavery and getting 
ourselves back into places of bondage.  
 
The first one is this: I want to challenge you today to take your stand against selfishness 
by dying to self. As a believer, my life is no longer about me, right? It’s about Jesus 
Christ, the king. That God had created me, he has set me free, his son Jesus died for me 
and rose again, he is my king Jesus and my life should be all about him. But that doesn’t 
happen all the time.  
 
Sometimes my life becomes all about me. And when I say selfishness, I think a lot of us 
think of this in childlike terms. Like, “I’m gonna keep all the toys for myself.” And there’s 
some element of that, I think, in us, as adults, certainly. If you drift into materialism, or 
just being obsessed with comfort, that kind of thing – but to dig a little bit deeper, I 
think selfishness is more about where my focus is.  
 
I’m a contemplator, okay? (I don’t know if that’s an actual word), but I contemplate 
things. I’m introspective. So when I run into conflict, or I encounter a problem, or 
something goes wrong in my day or my life, I start to think, “If I can just get enough time 
alone by myself to think and think and think, I will sort all this out and I will figure out 
how to get out of this particular problem or dilemma or emotional state. Like, I’ll figure 
it out if I can just get enough time to look on the inside.  
 
But the problem that I have experienced over and over, just my testimony, (and some of 
you are probably smarter than me and better at this than me), but for me, I’ve found 
that a lot of times when I do that, I drift into just a circular repeating spiral of self pity. It 
just becomes, “Why can’t I beat this? Why does this keep happening? How do I stop 
this? Why can’t I overcome this? Why did I fail in this way?” And I’m just asking those 
“why” questions about myself all the time and I’m just pushing myself further down into 
shame and that, in itself, is a kind of selfishness. 
 



Selfishness is not just claiming everything for myself and giving nothing to others. Yes, I 
think we struggle with that, but the thing that presents a particular kind of bondage for 
believers is a kind of selfishness in which my focus is just all wrapped up in my problems 
and issues and my comfort and my life being better, and we just get stuck there with a 
focus not on Christ, not on others, not on my loved ones, not on compassion for people 
who are hurting, but instead just kind of focused on me. 
 
I’m not telling you that you never need to focus on you. Certainly, there is an 
appropriate moment to look inside. Absolutely. I need to repent, I need to heal, I need 
to talk, definitely. But to stay there, to stay focused on self, when Jesus calls us to 
something different… In Luke 9:23, Jesus said this to his disciples: 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me.” 

And that’s a verse that a lot of us grew up listening to as Christians and we’ve taken this 
idea of “cross-bearing” and we’ve kind of reduced it down to pretty much anything 
difficult. You know, we go through a hard time, or we’re dealing with an upset neighbor, 
or a bad boss, or a grumpy spouse, or whatever it is, and we go, “It’s just my cross to 
bear.”  
 
No, I want you to rewind in history for a second and realize that a cross is an instrument 
of execution. So, like, if you put that phrase in there and look at it this way, Jesus said, 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple” – you want to follow Jesus? Yes! I want to follow 
Jesus! I’m in line! And Jesus goes, “Okay, line up over here, and pick up your instrument 
of your own execution.” We’d go, “Wait a minute.”  
 
And he’s saying, “Die to self. Lay self down. Deny yourself, take up your instrument of 
your own execution and die to yourself and give your will and control of your life, the 
ambition of your life, the volition and direction of your life, the charge of your life, give it 
completely over to Jesus Christ. You are now dead, the old life is gone, you are brand 
new living under the authority of King Jesus completely. And so, we get stuck in patterns 
of selfishness and self-focus and self-pity and self-loathing, and God wants us to move 
beyond that so that we’ve laid self down and our focus is on the one that we’re 
following. It’s on Christ. 
 
There’s another second big area – I wanna challenge you today to take your stand 
against bitterness by forgiving offenses. Bitterness if one of those things that just kind 
of takes root down inside, and we get mad, we get angry, we get upset, and we starting 
repeating/rehearsing the thing that made us mad and angry and upset. Sometimes, over 
years’ time, we actually have changed the story a little bit. We’ve made it more heinous 
and more evil than it particularly was sometimes.  
 
And I want to be careful again in saying that for every one of these areas of bondage, 
there is some element of something that we might actually need to face. In other words, 
someone may have hurt you in a way that you need to deal with. I don’t believe 



bitterness is just facing the things that have hurt us . Bitterness is facing the things that 
have hurt us and then rehearsing on repeat overtime as though I will never escape the 
pain. That is bitterness. There may be time to confront what’s been done to you, and 
there may be time to confront someone who has hurt you, absolutely. But I’m talking 
about making the choice to live beyond it. Making the choice to set them free. Because 
the fact is, when I hold someone in unforgiveness, I’m normally not holding them 
anywhere. When I hold someone in unforgiveness, I’m usually holding myself 
somewhere. I am stuck. Because I won’t move beyond it and I won’t let it go.  
 
Colossians chapter 3 speaks to this. It says, 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, wholly and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bear with one 
another, forgive one another. If any of you has a grievance against someone” – 
and I love that phrase – “If any of you has a grievance against someone, forgive 
as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues, put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity.” 

When he says, “If any of you has a grievance against someone,” I don’t think Paul is 
saying that there’s never going to be a time that’s appropriate to have or to file or to 
speak up about a grievance. That’s not his issue. He’s not saying, “Don’t ever take a 
stand against evil, he’s not saying, “Don’t ever deal with people that have hurt you and 
just let them go on and hurt other people” – no. There’s a time to deal with those 
things, but, if you’re hanging onto the grievance – if it’s something that, let me get real 
honest for a second, if it’s something I kind of nurse, I kind of keep it here, and I treat 
my bitterness well because it’s a friend when I need it. That’s the kind of thing that I 
have to let go of. Because that’s bondage, that’s slavery. It’s me getting stuck in a 
pattern of just circling over what has happened in the past and living there and dwelling 
there and defining myself by it and becoming darker on the inside and turning against 
the people that I now love. I’m letting my bitterness shape me, and so Christ says, “You 
gotta let it go.” 
 
Why? There’s a couple of reasons. One is because God forgave you. And so I never have 
a right to hold someone long-term in unforgiveness because God has forgiven me. I 
don’t have a right to do that. Instead, I’m commanded to do this very hard thing of 
forgiving.  
 
I was thinking this morning about how I want to do a message series some time just on 
“You can do hard things.” Like, what are the things that God tells us to do that I just 
don’t wanna do? Like “wait.” Anyone in here love waiting? Yeah, like 6 of us. You guys 
are readers, aren’t you? And so we don’t want to wait.  
 
I don’t want to forgive sometimes. And the Holy Spirit nudges – it’s time to let go. And 
I’m going, No it’s not. That really hurt. I want to hang onto this a while. I gotta nurse this 
a while. I gotta keep this here because this somehow soothes my pain. It’s a distraction 
from what I’m feeling. Now, I understand that for some of you, you’ve been hurt very 



badly by people. You’ve been hurt very deeply by people. And I do not want to minimize 
the pain or the results or the effects of that at all.  
 
But I do wanna challenge you to look toward freedom instead of bitterness. Because 
what  bitterness is is standing on the timeline of my life and looking backward at what 
was done to me and keeping my focus there. I can’t move forward when my focus is 
backward on what was done. Now, someone may need to go to jail or answer in some 
way for what they’ve done but I need to move forward in my life. And the word 
“forgive” literally just means to release from a debt. So the whole time I’m focused on 
what someone owes me – man, they owe me an apology. They owe my time. They owe 
me a career. They owe me a marriage. And I’m not going to be happy until I get it back 
from them, and the problem is, most of them are never gonna pay you back. 
 
So you can decide today, all right. I’m cutting the strings, my life no longer depends on 
being paid back for me to move forward. I am forgiving. And here’s a third area of 
bondage that’s common for us: I want to challenge you to take your stand against the 
pain of rejection by believing Jesus accepts you.  
 
These pains of rejection – I think these are increasing in intensity as we move through 
them. And this pain of rejection is, I think, in all the conversations I’ve had, it’s almost 
universal. Now it varies by degree from person to person, but when we start going back 
to, “Think about the first time in your life that you experienced rejection. How did you 
respond?” And then you start looking forward and you’re going – man, I’ve been 
responding that way ever since. I’ve been pre-rejecting people. I’ve been reaking havoc. 
I’ve been protecting myself and so I keep everybody out. I’ve been closing doors and 
windows cause I’ve been rejected. 
 
I know that we live in a community where there are 100,000 churches in Bentonville and 
I love all of them, okay? But I think we live in a culture where if we’re not careful as 
Christians, it’s very easy to move from one to the other with the pain of rejection and 
sometimes I’ll talk to people who are like, “I went to this church and I just couldn’t 
connected. I wasn’t accepted, I got rejected. And I went to the next church and I just 
wasn’t accepted, couldn’t connect, got rejected so I tried another one and I just got 
rejected there, so now I’m here at Grace Hills. And I’m going, oh crud. We’re gonna do 
this too. And it’s not because we’re gonna do this, it’s because you’re carrying rejection 
from childhood. You’re carrying rejection from 10, 15, 20 years ago and you never 
solved it, you never faced, and so you take that spirit of rejection with you everywhere. 
You’re in bondage to the pain of rejection.  
 
So here’s what you gotta do – you gotta look in Scripture. Colossians 1 says this: 

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of 
your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation.” 



I love that. You were alienated. You were condemned. You were rejected by a holy God 
because of your sin, but it didn’t stop there with him because he loved you, so he 
crossed over into our world, came as Jesus Christ, died on the cross to pay for your sins, 
rose from the dead to save you, invites you into his family, and adopts you forever and 
forever and forever. The great thing about adoption is he saw you and knew you and 
chose you and invited you. He picked on you and said, “my affection is on you. Please 
come in, I want to save you and change you and I will not accuse you of the things you 
used to do. “ 
 
We have an enemy – again, he is defeated and yet, still alive. He is as good as done and 
yet he roams around. And the New Testament gives him the title “The Accuser.” Satan is 
always there just whispering in our ears, “You can’t fit in because of this. You’ll never 
measure up because of this. You’ll never compete because of this. You’ll never be 
enough because of this. And he’s accusing us and reminding us and the New Testament 
gives us this great privilege that in Christ I am brand new and I am accepted. I’m 
accepted.  
 
So, we can get together and play a game of hoops and divide up into two teams of 
three, and I promise you I’ll be the sixth picked. It’s just the way it goes. BUT, I can stand 
and go, God picked me. I don’t know, it won’t make sense on the basketball court. It’s 
just how my brain’s workin, but here’s the thing – God has made you, declared you, 
acceptable.  
 
Yes, people have rejected you. People have rejected me. And I can live under the 
definition of that. Or, I can look to Scripture and I can look to Christ and go – God chose 
me in Christ before the foundation of the world. He invited me into his family. I trusted 
in him and everything is different. I’m gonna take my stand against the pain of rejection 
and I’m gonna do so by seeing how accepted I am and I’m gonna face some situations 
anyways. And I’m gonna go find some fellow people who feel rejected and we’re gonna 
accept one another and that’s a command God gives the church. It literally says in the 
New Testament, “you accept one another.” So everybody belongs here. You may not 
look like everyone else, you may not make as much money as the guy across the aisle – 
who cares? Your skin may be a different tone, your background may be different, there 
may be things about your past that others don’t experience, you may have been in 
prison, you may come from abuse or a divorced home, you may come from all kinds of 
situations, and yet the church is this place where God says I made you acceptable. I 
made you acceptable. I made you acceptable. Why don’t’ you all just come on in, let’s 
be family.  
 
Here’s the fourth one: I wanna challenge you to take your stand against lies by 
receiving God’s truth. In other words, the biggest area of bondage for all of us in the 
room, bigger than the other 3 I’ve named, is the bondage to lies. It’s the bondage to 
thinking incorrectly about who God is, who I am, what my story means- it’s the lies that 
get whispered into my ear.  



 
In Ephesians 6, when God is giving them the armor of God, he says, “You need a shield 
of faith because of the fiery arrows of the enemy. And so that’s the life we live that 
arrows are coming from every direction and the lies are there. If you don’t recognize the 
lies, I’ll give ya some, so when you hear that little voice going, “You’re just never gonnna 
overcome this. “ That’s a lie from the pit of hell. It’s like the Krispy Kreme sign. It’s a 
temptation to believe something about yourself that isn’t true. “You’ll never measure 
up.” That’s a lie. God made me by grace. “You’ll never get over this sin.” That’s a lie. God 
has promise victory is possible. It’s secured in him and you can fight for it and win it. 
And, we’re not talking, by the way, let me be really clear about this – when I say stand 
up and fight, take your stand, I’m not saying to stand up in your own power and fight 
the best that you can, no. I’m saying that when you decide to stand against the enemy 
an stand for truth and stand for Christ – man, God gets in the middle of that and stands 
up inside you, and he’s your power, he’s your answer, he’s your wisdom, he’s everything 
you need. And so this is not you fighting Satan. That’s a scary proposition. Instead, this is 
God in you overcoming your greatest enemies. This is God in you setting you free to live 
out the freedom he’s purchased for you.  
 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians chapter 10 that God has not given us weapons that are 
earthly. Instead, in verse 5, he says,  

“We have spiritual weapons that can demolish every deceptive fantasy that 
opposes God and break through every arrogant attitude that is raised up in 
defiance of the true knowledge of God. We capture, like prisoners of war, every 
thought and insist that it bow in obedience to the Annointed One.” 

When you stand up and fight, God gives you his word and he gives you his community of 
people, he gives you his spirit, he gives you the power, the gift, the ability. Everything 
that you need to fight free from bondage. He has given you the weapons that are not 
earthly, weapons that are spiritual and mental and emotional, that have to do with my 
soul on the inside of who I am, so that when those lies and those fiery darts are flung in 
my direction I can knock them down with that shield of faith and the belt of truth and 
the sword of the spirit and I can come before God and say, “No, I reject that lie in this 
exact moment.”  
 
But I can tell you from history, from my personal life, that these arrows, they find the 
cracks, don’t they? Like, I think I’m okay. I’ve been okay for a few weeks and then that 
word is spoken and maybe it’s innocent from the person but the enemy uses it for evil in 
my life and there I am – in bondage again. And there I am, trapped in a pattern. There I 
am stuck between slavery and freedom, and I can’t go back to slavery, that’s gone. The 
possibility of that is not there anymore. Christ paid for my freedom, I can’t go back 
there. But I’m not moving forward to freedom yet either, I’m just sort of stuck looking at 
freedom. Looking at the Promised Land. Wondering – how do I get in? You take your 
stand. You decide to fight. You decide to suit up with everything God’s equipped you 
with and you take your stand. It’s the only way. 
 



Again, I don’t believe that you have to overcome the Evil One. The Scripture is clear that 
“Greater is he that is in you than he that’s in the world.” That when you’re in Christ, you 
have overcome the Evil One – that you get to, in your life, fight these battles knowing 
God wins. I want us to celebrate the victory. Next Sunday, the message is all about: How 
do I walk in the celebration of victory. But you need to understand this first. Understand 
that your enemy hates you and your family and everything about you and sometimes 
you get right in the middle of a battle, you get right in the middle of a struggle, of a 
conflict – and you’re duking it out with your love one, you’re duking it out against 
whoever it is that has hurt you, your’e – the argument, the emotions are rising and it’s 
just getting intense and you’re feeling that self-loathing: why do I come back to this 
place again? You gotta understand right now that none of that is just earthly. Scripture 
says we don’t wrestle with flesh and blood. We don’t wrestle with people. We wrestle 
with invisible powers that are at work all around us, the battle is spiritual, the weapons 
are spiritual, the solution is spiritual – that God wants to free you from slavery, and 
going back to what Isaiah said, he said there’s coming a day when you’re gonna have to 
look at everything you’re facing, at the bondage you’re in and you’re gonna have to go, 
“the former things are gone. God is doing a new thing. Let that new thing begin.” 
 
Would you just join me in declaring some things about your life today? Those old things 
are gone. It doesn’t define me anymore.  


