
Passing the Money Test 
What Happens Next? Week Three 

 

We often say it in our wedding vows… for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health… 

 

There are seasons when you HAVE and seasons when you HAVE NOT. 
 

We’re facing a severe economic crisis that is going to last beyond the next few months. It’s 

not the first time, and it won’t be the last.  

 

God wants to use economic trials to grow both your faith 

and your generosity. 
 

The early church was WAY more concerned about economic inequality.  

There are plenty of examples… 

 

- Mary’s song before the birth of Jesus 

- Jesus and John the Baptist’s early sermons 

- The early chapters of Acts 

 

And James… 

 

James 1:9-12 NIV 

[9] Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. [10] But the 

rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wildflower. [11] 

For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty 

is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their 

business. [12] Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 

that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

 

In last week’s message, we looked at the previous verses that talked about how we will all 

be tested through trials.  

 

Now James gives a couple of examples… 

 



When you walk through poverty, trials will show you  

how rich you actually are.  
 

- That your worth isn’t determined by your possessions. 

- That God is working just as powerfully in your life.  

 

When you are wealthy, trials will show you  

how you are actually rich. 
 

- That it isn’t your money that makes you valuable.  

- That your money can actually stunt the growth of your faith.. 

- That generosity is the pathway to real wealth. 

 

Whether rich or poor, trials will show you that 

real wealth is about more than money. 
 

- That what matters are things eternal, not temporal. 

- That people (relationships) are your real wealth because… 

- People last forever. 

 

Do an audit… 

 

What really matters more to you - money or people?  

 

If you’re in a season of lack, can you value what you DO have, refuse to see money as the 

answer to a lack of meaning, and keep on trusting God to provide? 

 

If you’re in a season of abundance, can you see that money isn’t the real source of your 

worth, that God wants to use your generosity, and wants you to trust in him and not in the 

temporal stability of your finances?  

 

Jesus came to save the rich AND the poor alike. Have you trusted him? 

 


