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Well, good morning Grace Hills. Glad you guys are here. I love getting to worship with you, especially on 
days like this when we sing these kinds of songs. That song in particular, just it's overwhelming to think 
about the goodness of God. We've been in this message series called, Overflow, and we started out with 
a message about how good God is and how sometimes you hear a phrase like that, "God is good," and it 
seems too simple. It seems too short and yet it sort of includes God's holiness and His love, and His 
mercy and His grace, and His perfection, and His goodness and so many other things are wrapped up in 
this truth, this idea that God is good. He's good.

Last week we talked about how you receive the fullness of God, how you receive the outpouring of God. 
That God in His love, His grace, His mercy, He has all these things He wants to pour into your life and we 
made it really clear that you don't earn those things, but you do make decisions that position you to be 
receptive to those things. We're going to talk a little bit more about that today with something in 
particular.

Today and the next couple of weeks, we're going to talk about how we as believers start to overflow 
with what God has put into us. Last week we talked about receiving, today I want to start talking about 
how you overflow. Today we're talking about how you overflow with love. Next week, how do you 
overflow with generosity in your life? The next week, how do you overflow with gratitude? And then 
we'll wrap the whole series up by talking about the potential of a church that is overflowing together, 
and the direction that we can go. And the impact that we can make on our culture, on our community, 
on our world, when we really begin to overflow with those kinds of things.

I want to talk about love in particular today because I really believe it's a central foundational subject 
that I still don't get. I'm 42 years old, been a Christian a long time, been a pastor for 23 years. I still don't 
get God's love. I think I get it, I think my mind is wrapped around it and then I do something or I say 
something that indicates and reminds me, I still don't get it. I still got a long way to go, I still struggle to 
receive this from God. I still struggle to give this for God. But I really believe love is incredibly powerful. I 
believe it's the single most powerful force on this planet for change. It's absolutely infinitely powerful to 
effect and produce change in the world around us.

The great late, sorry, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said in the middle of the Civil Rights Movement, he was 
pressured from one side to quit what he was doing. He was pressured from another side to do it more 
aggressively and violently. And Dr. King, in the middle of all of that said, "Darkness cannot cast out 
darkness, only light can do that." And then he said, "Hate cannot cast out hate, only love can do that." 
And he embodied that. We're going to love people into change. I believe love is this powerful force that 
really affects change in us and in those around us.

It's more powerful than all the other forces we try to use. It's more powerful than your money, it's more 
powerful than your prestige. It's more powerful than political opinions and statements. It's more 
powerful than votes and Congress. It's more powerful than anything the military can come up with. And 
when we see on the world stage people trying to affect change or oppress others and exerting power 
over one another, I don't think any of that is nearly as powerful as the power of love. I even say, "Don't 
need money. Don't take fame, don't need no credit card to ride this," sorry, millennials can google that 
later.

That's just the power of love, right? Love is powerful. It moves things, it changes things, it breaks things 
down, it takes down barriers. I want to talk today about how it is that we overflow with love? How do 
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we overflow with love? In the New Testament, there are several passages of scripture that the Apostle 
Paul wrote that we would call wish prayers, or prayer wishes. These are things that in the middle of his 
personal letter to a church, Paul would say things, he would write to those churches and he was saying, 
"By the way, here's what I really wish for you." And he would write things in them, that God would take 
care of you, that God would deepen you, that, God would help your roots to grow down deep.

I want to look at one of those prayer wishes that Paul spoke to the people in Thessalonica, to the 
Christians that were gathered there. Because I think there's deep meaning for us. I think when you see 
in this inspired New Testament, Paul saying, "Here's what I wish for you and here's what I pray for you." 
He reflects God's desire and intention for His people. He's speaking out of that depth that Paul had 
about the way God relates to His people. When you read what he wishes, we're going to see what God 
wants and wishes for you.

In 1 Thessalonians 3:11, the Bible says this, "Now, may our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus 
Christ clear the way for us to come to you." There's a personal thing, I want to come to you. "May the 
Lord make your love increase and," say it with me, "Overflow for each other and for everyone else just 
as ours does for you." Let me just point something out in that passage, in that verse. He uses two words 
in a row that seems somewhat redundant. He says, "May God the Father, may the Lord Jesus Christ 
make your love increase and overflow."

That word increase is a word that means, may it be abundant. May it be very abundant. And then the 
word overflow means may it be super abundant. He's being redundant on purpose. It's like he's saying, 
"I want you to feel a lot of love. I mean, I want you to feel a whole lot of love. I want God to make His 
love increase in you. And I mean overflow in terms of increasing to super abundantly increase in your 
life and overflow in your life." I believe that if we as the church can get this, if you and I as God's people 
can get this message of love, nothing matters more.

I was reflecting about this message and during the singing just now, just kind of thinking about where 
we're at and how we sing songs and what you see on the stage here and what happens in the kids' wing. 
And I'm thankful for the last seven or eight years watching this church grow from a little office to a 
movie theater, to over here. And we've got stuff now, right? There's a stage and there's instruments and 
there's these TVs and a clock and those things cost money. And here we are, and we've got this building, 
and I think it looks better than it did when we first bought it.

Instead of 12,000 square feet of ugly purple carpet, there's walls, and there's a kids' ministry down the 
hall. And the volunteers that serve in there, man, they serve with excellence. They love people, they love 
kids. Well, we do the best we can with greeting, I mean, we really focus on trying to do things well, 
trying to do them as well as we can. Which is way better than the alternative of trying to do them 
poorly.

We're trying to do things well, we're trying to do things with excellence and that's great. We also, I think 
do a lot of outreach, we do a lot of serving in the community. We do big serve days, we plant churches, 
we send missionaries. There are lots of things that I think that we're good at and I appreciate and I love 
the excellence of all of that. But Paul said that you can speak with the tongues of men and of angels. You 
can have these great oratorical skills, you can have all of the best gifts in terms of performing on a stage, 
but if you don't have love, it is nothing.
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It's like a clanging symbol. It's all going to boil down to love. And I'm going to come back around to this, 
but I am convinced that if we as Grace Hills Church, if any church, if we do what we're going to challenge 
ourselves to do today to receive and to give away and to overflow with the love of God, I really believe 
this place becomes irresistible to a world that desperately needs to know how much God loves them.

I really want you to tune in for a second. I have two very simple instructions for you today about how 
your life can overflow with love. This is nothing profound. This is purposely very simple. I don't want to 
complicate this, I want to keep it just exactly what it is, the simplicity of love. But here's the first 
instruction. I want to challenge you today to receive, to receive a super abundant measure of love from 
God. And I'm starting there because we've got to start there. I'm starting there because this is hard. This 
is way harder than you think it is. I know that you know perhaps intellectually, that God loves you. The 
Bible says that, we say it in church, so, "Yes, I know God loves me, I get that. I'll sing the song. But I don't 
know if we really know that God loves us.

I mean, deep, deep down. I remember a conversation, was sitting around a table once and old Pastor 
Rick Warren, was sitting there and we were talking about sin, which is a great table conversation. And 
we're talking about, why people sin? And there's different theories and ideas and Pastor Rick, he's just 
kind of matter-of-factly kind of looks up. He goes, "You know what?" He said, "I know that most people 
think that we sin because we don't love God enough." Right? "We sin because we don't love God 
enough."

And he said, "It seems to make sense," but he said, "I've come to believe that I sin because I don't yet 
realize just how much He loves me. If I really knew, if I really understood how much He loves me, man, 
my motivation to live for Jesus, to live all out, sold out, full-out all in, in my faith in Christ would be just 
off the charts." Right? "My motivation for doing so. I need to receive the love of God."

And I think that we sometimes don't receive it because we declare ourselves unworthy or our focus has 
shifted somewhere else. It's difficult. Like I said, I'm 42 years old. I've been preaching about the love of 
God for 23 years. This is a subject that I've talked about over and over and over again and yet, on 
probably a weekly basis in my life there's some moment where I say something or do something that 
just demonstrates I still don't get it. I still don't see it. I'm still carrying shame that God in His love said, 
"Don't carry that anymore." I'm still carrying a sense of inferiority or whatever it is that God said, "Based 
on my love, you don't have to experience that anymore," and yet I keep carrying it. I keep seeing it. I 
think we need to receive the love of God. We need to understand the love of God.

You ever heard that phrase, love is not something you say it's something you do? Well, that's half-right. 
But it should be said as well. Okay? You can say it and you can do it. Or you may have heard, love's not a 
feeling, love's an action. Again, that's half-right. I think love is a feeling. It is something you feel, it is 
something you say and it is something you do. And I think we shortchange it when we declare that it's 
not one thing, it's only something else. The New Testament uses a couple of different words for love. 
One of the more basic is this Greek word, [Greek 00:12:24]. The City of Philadelphia is the city of what? 
Brotherly love. [Greek 00:12:29] is brotherly love, it's kindness, it's love between friends.

And then you have tHis word, agape. And it describes the unconditional, measureless, limitless love of 
God, a kind of love that we develop as believers, but it's going to take us a lifetime to even begin to 
reflect it the way that God does. The New Testament presents a kind of love that is much deeper than 
emotion, much deeper than the warm fuzzies, much deeper than just a greeting card, much deeper than 
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just words that you say. But for us to go, "Therefore, it doesn't matter what I say doesn't matter what I 
feel love is just an action." It kind of short changes what we understand about the love of God.

Now, I want to just share with you the way in which God loves you. God loves you with His feelings. He 
loves you with His feelings. In the book of Deuteronomy, God told the children of Israel, "Just come out 
of Egypt." God set His affection on your forefathers and is now doing the same for you. He set His 
affection on them. He feels something for them. When Jesus came into the City of Jerusalem to be 
presented as the Messiah on Palm Sunday, the Bible says people were waving and praising and they 
were shouting, "Hosanna." And Jesus knew something that we often miss in the text. He knew it was 
shallow, He knew it was short lived. He knew those same voices saying, "Hosanna" today, we're going to 
be crying out, "Crucify Him," just a few days after.

And Jesus knowing that, knowing the blindness, the lack of self-awareness, the lostness, the distance 
between those people and God, the Bible says after He'd come into the city, He goes up onto the ridge 
overlooking the City of Jerusalem and He sees the crowded marketplace and the people rushing around. 
And the Bible lets us know that His heart broke over those people and He wept over them. Two times in 
the New Testament describes Jesus crying. One is at the tomb of Lazarus when He weeps softly or 
quietly because of the pain that His friends are in having lost their brother and their friend, Lazarus.

But the other time is when Jesus is overlooking the City of Jerusalem at the end of His life and He knows 
they're about to crucify Him. And the uses a different word there that describes not a soft cry, but an 
open sob. That Jesus is sobbing over the lostness of humanity. I think Jesus felt something for us. I 
believe God has an affection for you. Now, He's not emotional the way we are. His emotions are reliable, 
dependable. Mine sometimes are not yours, I know yours are not. Our emotions can be fickle, right? We 
can be up and down and I don't think God is subject to that. God is 100% what we would call 
emotionally healthy and balanced because He's God. He is all perfect things.

But God does feel, He feels. He made us in His image and that partly means we feel as God feels, that we 
feel affection. God has an affection for you. And I think it's important to point that out because some of 
you, you know the Bible says, "He loves you." You sang it in Sunday school growing up. You've heard 
God loves you before, but you don't understand what it means. Well, here's something that it means 
that you may not have realized before. God looks at you and He sees your life, your soul, knows your 
name, knows your story and your pain, and He has an affection for you. He likes you, He loves you.

And sometimes when I tell people, "God likes you," the reaction I get is, "Oh, you can't say that in 
church." I mean, God hates sin and He's angry about stuff. Yes, that's true, and He still likes you 
anyways. He loves you. He sets His affection on you. He feels love towards you. It doesn't stop there 
though. He also declares it right? The scripture is very clear time and again, "God so loved the world." 
He says very clearly, "I've loved you with an everlasting love." The Old Testament uses this Hebrew 
word, [Hebrew 00:16:39], for the mercy of God. It's the kind of a love that pursues, that chases. And 
that's us. No matter where we go, no matter what we do, God is pursuing us with His love. He speaks it. 
He declares it again and again. Jesus told His disciples that He loved them and He called them friends 
and they'd probably had never been called friends by a rabbi before, so this is a special moment.

He says, "I love you." He spells it out in words, so He feels it towards you. He has written it to you. He 
has declared it over you and He acts on it. Romans 5:8 says, "God commanded." He showed, he 
demonstrated, He proved His love for us and that, "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." He 
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feels love for you. He declares and speaks His love for you, and He showed His love for you. He took 
action on His love for you.

In that while we were distant from God and separated from Him because of our sin and our rebellion 
and our going our own way, that God sees us and He loves us in the middle of that. Enough to act, 
enough to send His Son Jesus to a cross where He would die in our place and take the penalty of our sins 
and absorb God's anger towards sin on our behalf, that we might be forgiven and freed and changed 
and made brand new forever, so we could be born again. God loves us in that way.

And it's a holy kind of love, it's a powerful kind of love. It's kind of inexhaustible love. It's a love without 
limits, it's a love without degrees. It's a love that can't really be captured in human terms, God loves you 
that much and I want you for just a second right now just to receive it, just to receive it. In other words, 
in your mind just go, "God, if I affirm the scriptures as true, if I'm a follower of Jesus, if I believe in him, 
then I do believe you love me." I do believe you have felt it, I do believe you've said it. I do believe 
you've shown it and I want to receive that love. I want to receive that love.

I think probably, nobody understands our tendency to act out of our brokenness against love. Probably 
the way that foster parents do or adoptive parents do, who've received someone into their home, 
perhaps who came from a background where they didn't receive love and you pour it out, and you pour 
it out, and you pour it out. And there's this kicking against this hardness that sometimes takes years to 
break through to reform attachments once again, and I think spiritually, that's where all of us are at. 
We're broken and we mess up and we have power over each other and we take advantage of each 
other.

Paul said, "We bite and devour each other as who we are as human beings." Why do we do that? 
Because we have not yet let God's infinite love break in and take over. We have not yet received this 
infinite love of God, so receive it. If you want to overflow with love, there's lots of things you can go do, 
but you got to start with receiving God's love from Him.

Here's the second instruction. Give a super abundant measure of love to others. Some of you are 
thinking, "That's too easy. He just used the same point, changed one word. Said the sermon was done." 
But again, I am purposely keeping this simple today. Because when we do this, when we give a super 
abundant measure of love to other people, I think it changes everything. It changes the world around us. 
It changes the game for people who are broken, whose hearts are hardened, it makes all the difference 
in the world.

You can only give what you've received. If you don't possess it you can't give it away, right? When you've 
received the love of God, you've understood it, you've trusted in Jesus, you followed Him, you've 
embraced God's love now you're capable. The more you're filled with that, the more you understand 
that, the more you comprehend the height and breadth and depth and width of God's love. The more 
you come to an understanding of it, the more you're able to show it to others and share it to others. The 
more you see it exemplified in Jesus, the more you're able to give it away.

Paul said, "I want you to not only for Jesus and for the Father to pour out their love on you in such a way 
that it increases in you, but that it overflows, that it comes out of your life, that it leaks out all around 
you. That it makes a difference on the world that surrounds you, that it changes your family and it 
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changes your community. That it affects your neighborhood, that what you say and feel and do 
motivated by love actually makes a very real difference in the world around you."

And Jesus was really practical about how we do this. I love looking at His life on kind of a timeline. 
Because out of love, Jesus called the original disciples. Shortly after He started His ministry, He called the 
first four and then the others followed over the coming months and then He named the 12 and picked 
them to Himself, and He called them friends. And most of them, really none of them deserved that 
particular position. He found 12 guys that needed grace, brought them into His life and loved them, 
spent time with them. Even though He knew they were going to let Him down, disappoint Him, 
misunderstand Him, misrepresent Him, He loved them and He adopted them as His best friends. And He 
traveled around with them and He spent three years teaching them what it looked like to love people.

They saw His heartbreak, they saw Him feel stuff. They heard Him say how much He loved them. They 
watched Him do take action that was loving toward person after person, toward whole crowds. They 
were there when Jesus is looking at a crowd of thousands. And the Bible says that, "He's moved with 
compassion because the crowds didn't have food to eat." Those disciples watched Him love. They watch 
Him be all about love, they watch His life be a continual act of giving love away.

They come down to the very end of Jesus's life. They're gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem for one 
final meal together. Hours from that final moment, He will be arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, He 
will stand trial six different times. He will be beaten, He will be tortured, He will be nailed to a cross and 
crucified. And in those final moments, in those final hours of His life, Jesus is pouring into them some of 
the most important truth that they are going to need to lean on in the coming days.

For example, in that upper room in those final hours, those disciples are sitting around arguing about 
not who gets to love others the best, but about who gets to lead next to Jesus. Who gets the highest 
seat? "Which one of us is it? You, John? No, I think it's Peter." And they're just arguing back and forth 
and Jesus, He doesn't flip the table over in that moment, right? He did that elsewhere. But in that 
moment He quietly gets up and He goes and He gets a bowl of water and puts a towel over His shoulder, 
and starts kneeling down and washing the feet of people who are arguing over who's most important in 
the room. That's pretty powerful, right?

But I don't think that's the most powerful truth He gave that night. Because just after that, He gives 
them this final word. He says, He's telling them, "I'm going to be betrayed, I'm going to be arrested, I'm 
going to be crucified. This temple is going to be destroyed, I'll build it again in three days." And they 
don't understand that, they don't get any of that but He's trying to tell them what's coming. And He's 
telling them that He loves them. He's showing love for them. And then He says to them, "Hey guys, I 
want to give you one more commandment. Just this one more commandment. One last thing, one last 
word."

Now, in their minds they might've been going, "Well, we've got 670 in the Old Testament. I got the big 
10 and then I've got all the others, I got plenty to do, Jesus. Plenty of commandments." But Jesus is 
saying, "There's one, one I need you to get. I need you to love one another." And they'd heard this, 
right? They'd heard this message before, they'd heard it again and again but Jesus is bringing it up again 
now. In the last few hours of their lives, He says, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another." And He goes on and says, "By this, by loving one another all people will know that you are my 
disciples."
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Now, we've kind of lost sight of that in 2000 years, right? There's nothing wrong with doing other things 
as a church. There's nothing wrong with having public worship services, doing big days of outreach. 
There's nothing wrong with all the things that we do as a church. But I listen sometimes to the 
arguments that take place between church leaders over what the church ought to do. And on one hand 
you'll say, "We've got to get back to something old." Whatever it is, that's old, fill in the blank. The old 
songs, whatever. Then you've got somebody else go, 'We got to move ahead, we got to be relevant. We 
got..." And leaders will argue back and forth.

And at some point in the middle of all that, I think we got to stop and go, "However you do, church, this 
matters more than anything else. That we become a people who love each other." Because when we 
love each other, when we really, really love each other, the world's going to take notice and the world 
usually doesn't care about all those other details. But when they see love in action, they will flock 
because the world needs it, because that's what Jesus did in His life and it's what He commissions us to 
do. He says, "I want you to love one another." And then He died.

He said, "Love one another. When you do everybody's going to know." And then He was finished. He 
went to the garden, He prayed, He was arrested, He stood trial. He was silent after that. He didn't 
defend Himself on trial. He uttered a few words to Pilate and others, but never really a defense. He was 
finished talking. Because He had already said the most important thing He could possibly say to His 
people and to His church, "Love each other."

The Apostle Paul later writes these words, "May the God and Father, may our Lord Jesus Christ cause 
your love to increase and to overflow." To increase and to overflow. May God so fill you with love that it 
just keeps growing, that it just keeps bubbling out of you, that nothing matters more than that, that the 
God who is love and has therefore defined what love is and what love is not. That, that God gave us a 
command, "Go and do what I've done for you, do that for each other. Go and say what I've said to you, 
say it to each other. Go and feel what I felt for you, go feel that for each other."

And I love the way Paul closes the verse in Thessalonians. He says, "May God, may Jesus make your love 
to increase and overflow." And then he says, "Toward each other." Isn't that great? Toward each other. 
So far, so good. So far, so good, because all I really have to do is love other Christians. Or other people 
like me, or other people that are easy to get along with. I mean, this isn't that bad of a gig, right? But 
then Paul had to go ruin it. And he says, "May God make your love increase for each other and everyone 
else."

You went too far here, Paul. I mean, I get it that you want me to love the lovable and the easy and the 
people that like me and the people that agree with me. And when I say something good, we all say, 
"Amen." Those people are easy to love, but then you went and had to say, "Everybody else." And I don't 
know how good you are with Greek, but the Greek word for everybody else means, everybody else. 
Everybody else. No matter the color or the pigmentation of their skin, no matter their background. No 
matter their political views, left, right, somewhere in between, or way off in some odd direction. Love 
them.

No matter how much they fight, how angry they seem, love them. No matter what they look like, how 
they're dressed, how they wear their hair, love them. No matter which generation they are in, those 
young people or those old people, love them. Stop fighting and bickering and biting and dividing, love 
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them. Love that person that you can barely stand. Love them when they pull out in front of you and go 
and an appropriately slow speed for miles, love them anyways.

Love them when they walk out of your life and hurt you. Love them when they say things behind your 
back. Love them when they say things to your face. Love them when they threaten you. Love them 
when they nail your wrist to a wooden cross, where you're back, beaten and stripped of its skin is 
rubbing up and down on that wooden structure. Love them when they're crucifying you. See, Jesus 
when He was being nailed there, didn't take vengeance or get even or fix the situation while He's 
bleeding out. He simply says, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do."

Sometimes people do awful things, right? I've now become convinced that the reason people do awful 
things, and of course, that includes me, but I'm even talking about the things that make the news kind of 
awful. The things that shock us, the things where we see the face on TV and we think, "I wish they were 
dead, I want justice." The awful things that people do, those awful things. Because throughout the 
course of their life, they've never yet come to the place where they got the message that God actually 
loves them. They spent their whole life not understanding that. Living under the cloud of their own sin, 
never having known freedom.

Jesus said, "Forgive them, they know not what they do." Out of their ignorance they're nailing Him to 
this cross, and He loved them. They're going to be some people this week in your life that are easy to 
love. Maybe your spouse, your kids, I mean, it depends on the day. They're going to be some people that 
are easy to love and then they're going to be some people that are hard to love. And maybe they're not 
even doing anything to you. It's not that they're hard to love because they hurt you in some way, they're 
just hard to love because there's distance or there's past pain, or there's misunderstanding, or 
miscommunication. Maybe you don't know them at all. You just see pictures of them on the internet 
and you go, "I know what those people are all about and I don't like them. I don't love them and I don't 
want to them. I don't want them in my life and I don't want them around me."

But Jesus's challenge is clear. Let the kind of love God says, feels and shows, let that kind of love 
increase in you and overflow to each other and to everyone else. And when a church does that, when 
God's people do that the world starts to change. We've seen it before, I believe we can see it again. 
We're going to celebrate communion in just a moment. It's the last thing Jesus did with His disciples 
before He went to the Garden of Gethsemane to be arrested and tried and killed.

And in that Lord's Supper, He took the bread, the matzo, the unleavened bread and broke it. Passed it 
around to the disciples and He said, "I'm doing something new here." He says, "We've done Passover, 
but I'm going to show you what Passover is really all about. I want to give you something new. I want 
you to take this bread and be reminded of my body that's going to be broken for you." And then He took 
this cup, this chalice of the fruit of the vine, and He passes it around and He says, "I want you to drink of 
this, and as you do, I want you to do it in remembrance of the blood that I will have shed for you."

The disciples didn't get it in that moment, they did what He asked, but they didn't understand the cross 
yet. They didn't understand the resurrection yet, but they did those things. But He sort of gave them this 
prophecy that this would be done again and again and again by the church. And that every time we did 
it, for now, 2000 years, that our minds would be refocused on the single greatest act of love the world 
has ever known. We're going to take communion. As we do, I want you to just remember His love and 
receive it. Receive it. Then as we leave, we'll commit to giving it away. Okay?
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Would you bow your heads with me? Father, I ask you to make it real to us, God. Again, someone in this 
room may just not understand how much you love them. Maybe they'd been living so apart from you. 
They've been living a life, God, perhaps that people in their family, people that know them have 
condemned them for. Have just spoken condemnation with no grace. They don't feel, God, they don't 
feel your love yet.

They know they've done stuff wrong, but they don't understand that you love them in the middle of that 
wrong. You love them in their lostness, you love them in their plight. God, right now draw them to 
yourself. Speak to those hearts in this moment by your Holy Spirit and whisper those words of scripture, 
"You are loved." God so loved you, He gave His Son so that if you believe in Him, you wouldn't perish, 
but have everlasting life. Father, convince of us of that now.

If you're sitting here today and you've never trusted in Jesus as your savior, you've never received Him 
into your life, I want to invite you to do that right now. To boldly come in your mind, in your heart, and 
to the very throne room of God and say, "God, I believe in you. I want to be saved, I confess my sins, I 
want to be different. Save me, heal me, change me, make me your child. Take me into your family. I 
trust you, Jesus. I trust you." Make that decision now, make that decision now.

If you're here and you're a believer and you've drifted into a life that is apart from God, a life of 
addiction, a life of unrepentance, a life of repetitive sins. Just come back and say, "God, you remind me 
today that you love me, that you love me. I want to turn to you again. I want to make things right, I want 
to confess this. I want to deal with this and prepare myself and be ready when we take communion in a 
moment, to do so with a great sense of unity with you. God, remind me of your goodness and your 
love." Lord, we praise you. In Christ's name, amen.
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