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Guys, welcome to week three of Made For More.

I want to get right to the point today, okay? Some of us were made for more than what we've been 
living out, spiritually speaking. Over the next few weeks, this series is going to get fairly practical. Next 
week we're going to talk about how I'm made for more than the rat race. And then we're going to talk 
about ... in other words, just busyness and crazy schedules. We're made for more than that. And then 
we'll talk about we're made for more than just scraping by. So what does the Bible give me in terms of 
wisdom to live a more balanced financial life and generosity and all that stuff, without living strapped 
and stressed and all that. And then we're going to close by talking about relationships. I was made for 
more than living life alone. God wants me to have thriving relationships.

But I want to talk about something today that's really personal to me, that's made a big impact on my 
life. I've mentioned plenty of times before in messages that I grew up kind of the shy kid, and still 
struggle with that sometimes. You know, as far as being on a stage, that may sound weird, but 
sometimes it's easier to be up here than it is to walk into a party. Anyone feel me on that? Yeah. It's just 
a thing, it's a thing about being that sort of introverted person, so I try to stay safe and stay calm, and 
just kind of live life where I'm familiar with things and where things are safe and easy.

And God keeps doing this really annoying thing in my life, he keeps calling me out of my safety zone. Can 
you believe the nerve that God has to continue to call me to do things that don't always feel natural to 
me, don't always feel easy to me, that scare me, things that intimidate me. And yet, God's always 
seemingly challenging me.

Now, I've had this tendency in my life to run sometimes from people or situations that challenge me too 
much. It's just my honesty coming out, I've done that. And if I'm not careful, I do that with God. I kind of 
close him off. But I want to talk to you today about how you were made for more than a rut, spiritually 
speaking. You were made for more than a faith that is mundane, mediocre, just kind of routine.

Now I want to say at the outset of this message that there's nothing wrong with routines. There's 
nothing wrong with discipline, there's nothing wrong with order. All of those things are good and they 
can help us to live healthy lives, successful lives, all of that, unless I hide in the routine because the 
routine is safe. If the routine is what I just fall back into all the time because that doesn't challenge me 
and that doesn't require much of me and that's easy and safe and familiar, and I don't ever have to 
stretch my faith muscle, and I don't ever have to use my gifts in some daring, bold way, then the routine 
is actually a rut. Okay?

You ever heard that a rut is just a grave with both ends knocked out? That's kind of where we live life at 
times. And I can think back in my life to moments when I believe I was in a spiritual rut. And I want to 
talk today about how God's Spirit pulled me through that and pulled me out of that. And how he has 
multiple times in my life fallen afresh on me. And I want to share that with you and the difference that 
that makes and why it's so vital and important that we be open to what God wants to do in us, in terms 
of pulling us out of places of mediocrity, places of settling.

There was a guy, you may have heard of him, his name is Solomon in the Old Testament. He was very 
old dude, okay, at one point, as many of us are before we die. And so Solomon had lived ... that just all 
sounded weird. But anyways, Solomon had lived a lot of life, okay? And he comes down to the end of his 
life and he's been the king of Israel, he's had lots of money, he's had lots of fame, he's had lots of 
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women, like a thousand of them, which is 999 too many, right? And so, he's lived all kinds of life. He has 
relationships with world leaders all over the globe. Solomon has experienced it all.

If there's like a dream vacation spot that keeps popping up in your Instagram feed, Solomon's been 
there, okay? He's lived it all. He's done it all. And he comes down to the end of his life and he writes a 
book called Ecclesiastes, it's 12 chapters long. And this is how he opens it. Now remember, Solomon is a 
preacher, a prophet so to speak, as king. And Solomon is giving us wisdom for life. So, here comes 
Solomon's wisdom. If you sat down with Solomon as an old man, say, "Solomon what is life all about? 
Tell me the secret of life." Here's how he opens the book.

Chapter one, verse two, "'Meaningless! Meaningless!' says the Teacher. 'Utterly meaningless!'" And if 
you didn't get it, "Everything is meaningless." Who feels encouraged? We ready to go home? Now if that 
wasn't bad enough, Solomon then spends 11 and a half chapters telling us how meaningless everything 
is. How meaningless work is. How meaningless relationships are. How meaningless getting up every 
morning and working the soil, you just got to do it all again tomorrow and it's meaningless, it's 
meaningless.

And a lot of people come to the book of Ecclesiastes and they scratch their heads and go, "What exactly 
is he trying to teach us about life here?" But you've got to understand that Ecclesiastes, first of all, was 
written 2600 years ago by a guy who had become very cynical. But who had found some enlightenment 
in the midst of cynicism. And he writes the entire book to identify with where we are. Because the 
whole time we're going, "Yeah, that is meaningless! Yeah, I do, it's just one paycheck after another and 
you've got to get up and go to work again. Yes, I feel all those routines and I feel the vanity, the 
meaninglessness of all of it."

And then he comes down to the very end of his book, and he solves it all. In chapter 12, verse 13, he 
says this, "Everything you were taught can be put into a few words: Respect and obey God! This is what 
life is all about." In other words, he spent 11 and a half chapters telling us that all of the routines and the 
work and the relationship and the farming the soil and all of the things that we do every day are 
meaningless when you don't understand the Creator's purpose in them. But when you understand that 
the Creator has a purpose in all of those things, when you understand that God made you to do all of 
those things for his purposes, for his glory, so that he can do something in your life, all of a sudden life 
has a point.

And so, we could start out by saying that life without God doesn't have a lot of meaning. That when I 
don't know how I got here, and I don't know why I'm here, and I don't know what's expected of me, and 
I don't know where I'm going for eternity. I don't even know what life looks like a decade from now. I 
can look around and I can see that the world is pretty tough, it's pretty hard. Whether you're talking 
about on a national level or a local level, or my life level, my family level, things just keep getting hard. 
And when I think everything ought to be fixed by now, something else goes wrong. Anyone feel that 
cycle?

And if you don't have a connection with the Creator, if you don't understand that God made you and has 
a purpose in all of it, it becomes meaningless. But when you come down to the very end of his book and 
you see this, "Everything you were taught can be put into a few words: Respect and obey God! This is 
what life is all about." Suddenly it infuses everything with meaning, okay?
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So, I don't want you to leave here and someone say, "What did you learn in church today?" And you go, 
"Well, Pastor Brandon explained why life is meaningless." This is not where we're going, I promise you.

Here's the big truth that I really want you to take from Solomon, and then we're going to go elsewhere 
in just a moment. Life is full of meaning when we know God and his purposes for our lives. Life is full of 
meaning when we know God and his purposes for our lives. Let me give you an example. When I walk 
through a hard thing, I go through a health crisis of some kind, I didn't see it coming, it hurts me, it's 
difficult to walk through. When I don't understand that I have a Creator who has a purpose in that, I just 
wonder, "Why did this thing happen to me? This just seems hard, this just seems difficult."

But when I look and understand that my Creator has a purpose in everything, and he says, "Hey, all the 
hard stuff you're going to walk through, I'm going to use that to build your spirit, I'm going to make you 
resilient, I'm going to shape your character. And forever and forever and forever you're going to enjoy 
my company. And I'm preparing you for that day, I'm getting you ready for heaven, I'm helping you be 
stronger, I'm helping you to be smarter, I'm helping you to be deeper, I'm helping you to be more loving, 
more kind. I'm developing all of that in you through the trials that you go through." All of a sudden you 
go, "Yeah, it makes sense." And there is meaning in my suffering.

And that's true of the highlights as well. You know, if you just want to have a good time and have a lot of 
fun all the time, well that's great. But plenty of people have done that and have reached years into that 
process and looked back and go, "Man, it's not all it's cracked up to be. I still long for more. I just don't 
understand why I've done all these crazy fun things and yet I can't seem to find the thrill that really 
satisfies me. Can't really find the answer to the longing in my soul."

But when you look back and you go, "All those highlights are moments of blessing from God, that there's 
a Father in heaven who wants his children to enjoy the adventure of life. And that was a gift, and that 
was a gift, and that experience over there was a gift and he poured that into my life because he's good 
and he's loving and he's kind." All of a sudden it all makes sense.

So when you try to live without God, the way Solomon did for four decades of his life, life's meaningless. 
It's just a broken record. But when you finally get it and you go, "The Creator has a plan in all of this. He 
has a purpose in all this." All of a sudden, life is full of meaning, okay?

Here's the thing, God's original design for your life did not include a rut. His original design for your life 
did not include a rut. He designed you to thrive. He doesn't want you to be trapped in the cycles of 
misery that so many people get stuck in. He doesn't want you to just find a routine that keeps you 
shielded and safe from any kind of challenge or any kind of upward call. But instead designed you for 
more. That's the whole point of this whole series, you were made for more. That God has this design for 
you that includes you thriving. Not just living, not just surviving, but thriving. Coming alive, coming alive.

Anyone seen Wall-E? I wish I had a clip, but I can't show Disney clips to a crowd for legal reasons. 
Anyways, there's this scene in Wall-E toward the very end where the ship explains to the captain, "If you 
just ignore the fact that there might be life on earth, just stay on the ship, life will be sustained and you 
can survive. But if you go back to earth and you try to make a life there again, you might get hurt." And 
the captain says, "I don't want to survive, I want to live." I always loved that line. Because for Christians, 
that's us. I'm not here to survive, I'm not here to get through life. We're not here to just make the world 
a nicer place to endure for a while and then die.
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No, we're here for something big, something more, something eternal, something grand in scope. And I 
believe it's something that can be experienced on a daily basis. And I really long for, by the end of this 
message, by the time we leave here, I long for us to live life in such a way that people outside this 
church, people who woke up this morning and did not give God or God's people a second thought, it's 
not part of their picture, not part of their life at all, I want them to look at you and how you live life, and 
for them to go, "They are alive! There is something different, something unique, something special, 
something about them that helps them thrive. And I want what they have."

That, as Paul said in Romans, that we can make the rest of the world jealous, so to speak, of the life that 
God gives. He wants you to thrive. Let me give you a truth that we're going to unpack the rest of this 
service. We truly come alive when we walk with the Spirit of God. When we walk with the Spirit of God. 
Now, this is something that I didn't learn for a long time in my life.

In fact, I think that in our community, in Western culture, I think people, in terms of how we relate to 
Christianity, people tend to fall into one of three categories. There are people who don't know Jesus, 
okay? They've not experienced rebirth, they've not come to know him as their Savior, they don't have a 
relationship with Jesus. They may not know much about God. They maybe grew up in church, maybe 
didn't. Either way, they just, they don't have that relationship, it's not part of who they are.

The second category of people, they've heard the Gospel, they've received the Gospel, they've 
personally said yes to Jesus, "I want to trust him and know him, I want him to be my Savior." And that's 
it.

And then there is this third category of people who have said yes to Jesus, "Yes, I want to know him as 
my Savior. I want him to come in and prepare me for eternity. And I want everything else he has to 
offer. I want to grow and I want to thrive, and I want to spend the rest of my life exploring what the 
Christian life is all about."

And so, there are those of us who settle for not having a relationship with God. But then there are those 
of us who have a relationship with God, and settle for just that. I got my eternal fire insurance, I'm good. 
I'm saved. I'm okay. Leave me alone, I want to play it safe.

But I think God wants more. I know he wants more from me. And one of the reasons I know he wants 
more from me is because every time I try to settle, every time I try to cozy up in my rut, anyone with 
me? Anybody else do this? Like, just pull the blankets over and I'll just get nice and comfy here where 
it's safe and where it's easy. And every time I do that, God somehow either breaks my heart or trips me 
up or shows me something I didn't see before, or calls me to do something that I wasn't expecting. And 
wants me to understand I'm not just here to live. I'm here to thrive.

And how do I do that? Well, there is more beyond just beginning a relationship with Jesus. There is this 
New Testament concept of walking in the Spirit. Jesus gathered his disciples to him, all 12 of them, and 
he told them what it was all about. He told them that he was going to die and he was going to rise again. 
And they didn't get it or understand it. And so, finally they did. When he died and he rose again, the 
disciples go, "Oh, this was what it was all about!" And we see the resurrected Jesus now and they get it, 
right?
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So what do they do? Now that Jesus is alive from the dead and they understand what he did to save 
them and he understands the plan, he's the Messiah, he's the Savior, and they have trusted him, and 
they have a relationship with him. And in that moment, you know what those disciples did in the early 
chapter of the book of Acts? Nothing. They just hung out. They just stayed around in the upper room 
and just kind of waited.

And I know you're hoping for more, like some explosive thing, you know. But no, Jesus actually told 
them, "I want you to wait. I want you to wait because there's more, there's more. I want you to wait for 
the promise of the Father. Because in just a few days," he said, "the Holy Spirit is going to come and he's 
going to empower you. And you're then going to carry the Gospel to the furthest reaches of the earth."

Now, these guys in that moment are sitting in an upper room with the door locked, hoping to just be 
safe. And Jesus comes in his resurrected form, shocks them, changes their mind, blows away their 
mediocre beliefs and shows them something bigger. And then says, "Wait, because the promise of the 
Father is coming, and that promise is that you're going to be empowered in a whole new way."

Then you get to Acts 2 and the Day of Pentecost occurs. And the Bible says the Holy Spirit falls upon the 
church and empowers the church in a new and special way. Now, let me be really clear just 
theologically, I don't think that we need to repeat the Day of Pentecost. I don't think the challenge is 
ever for us to do that again. It only happened once in scripture, it only happened once in history.

But I do believe this, we ought to live in the continuation of what started that day. That what occurred 
on Pentecost was the start of something that continued. That fed the church. That gave the church 
power. Not just that day, but day after day as more and more people were added to the church daily, 
the Bible says. As they were baptized, as they repented of their sins.

All of that happens, right? The Holy Spirit comes and now they are empowered and they're ready to go, 
right? So you know what they do after that? Jesus told them, "You're going to be able to go to the ends 
of the earth." So guess where they went? Any guesses? I'll give you a hint, no where! They still just 
stayed in Jerusalem, you know?

So they've been empowered with the Holy Spirit now and the church is going great. I mean, it's getting 
larger, thousands and thousands of people, former Jewish priests are coming to know Christ, the church 
is growing, they're having to go to three services. I don't know if they did that back then, but you know, 
stuff is happening and going on. And so they look at each other and are like, "We should go to the ends 
of the earth now, right?" No. They don't say that. They just stay.

So Acts 8 comes along and says that persecution began, that God allowed a wave of persecution. And 
when they were persecuted, they scattered and they went everywhere, to the ends of the earth sharing 
the word. Notice that when they played it safe, God challenged them to break out. How? He didn't 
persecute them himself, but in his sovereignty allows them to endure difficulty and that challenge to 
their faith moved them out of the nest. So they had to fly, okay? And they went and they shared the 
Gospel everywhere.

I believe and I'm convinced that what began on the Day of Pentecost today has continued for 2,000 
years. And that you and I, we don't just get to understand and know who Jesus is and what he did on the 
cross and that he rose again from the grave. Yes, that's the cornerstone of Christianity and there is no 
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other. But that's not the only building block in my faith. The New Testament goes on and in book after 
book after book challenges us to walk in the Spirit, to be filled with the Spirit, to submit to the Spirit, to 
live under the Spirit's control.

The New Testament has a ton to say about relating to the God who is with us. Jesus himself said, "I am 
going away and I am going to send to you one who is going to help you do greater works than you've 
even seen me do. You're going to be filled and empowered in a fresh new way. God will be with you. 
He'll come alongside you." And yet, for many of us, we live day after day after day with very little 
awareness, very little awakening, very little consciousness to the reality of God's presence in my life. 
That he's here. That he can help me in this moment. That he can change this mood, if I'll talk to him 
about it. That he can rescue me, that he can walk with me.

And so, we're going to talk for a few minutes about what this looks like. Ephesians 5:15 says this, "Be 
very careful then how you live. Not as unwise, but as wise. Making the most of every opportunity 
because the days are evil." When he says the days are evil, he means we live in times that aren't going 
to last. We live in a temporary earth, problems are going to arise, it's going to get worse, and then Jesus 
will come.

And so, we live in a place that's fading. And in the middle of this place of fading, we should make the 
most of every opportunity. So don't just coast, but instead squeeze out of, he uses the language that 
means squeeze out of the time all of the value that you can get from it.

So how do you squeeze out of your time all the value you can get from it and not just stay in routine? 
Well, here he says, "Therefore, do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is." So we've 
got to understand God's will. And then he says this, it gets really practical, "Do not get drunk on wine, 
which leads to debauchery, instead be filled with the Spirit, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 
another with psalms and hymns and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the 
Lord. Always giving thanks to God and the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."

So Paul makes this twist, and he says, you know, you are to squeeze the most out of every moment of 
life because the days are short, the days are evil, they're fading away. How do you make the most out of 
every moment? Well, don't spend that time medicating yourself. And listen, sometimes you can get 
drunk to medicate your feelings with alcohol, right? In the same way, I think we can sort of medicate 
ourselves by just staying in the routine. We can medicate ourselves with all kinds of substitutes and all 
kinds of counterfeits. Some of them look healthy, but they're really not. Some of them are definitely 
unhealthy or illegal, right?

There are lots of ways that you can try to fill the void and have the thrill and live life and thrive in some 
way. But Paul says, "Throw all of that aside and instead be filled with the Spirit. Understand God's will 
and be filled with the Spirit." But he uses this interesting twist in his language here. When he says don't 
be intoxicated, don't be drunk with wine, that word drunk or intoxicated is inebriated, I'm under the 
influence of, right? I'm not myself any more. I'm acting like someone else. I'm not in control of my 
faculties. That's why you don't drive this way, that's why you don't get this way, right?

When you get drunk, you lose control of your life. You're not in charge of how you move around and 
what you say and the dumb things that get put on Instagram later by your friends, right? And so he says, 
don't be intoxicated with, controlled by, influenced by that. Instead, and then he uses the same word. 
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Now doesn't this seem a little scandalous, a little strange, a little challenging for us? But he uses the 
same word. Instead, be intoxicated with, controlled by, influenced by the Holy Spirit.

Now if I make bad decisions when I'm under the control of a substance, what kind of decisions do you 
think I'm going to make when I'm under the control of God's Holy Spirit? I'm going to make good 
decisions, healthy decisions, holy decisions. So what Paul is saying is very practical. But he's also giving 
us a challenge. And this challenge is interesting the way he words it, because I'm going to get really 
literal with you here for a second. Depending on what translation you read, this is worded a little bit 
differently, but essentially Paul, there are three things to understand about what he says here.

When he says to be filled with the Spirit, first of all, it's a command to be filled. Like, go do that, right? 
But he words it in such a way that I'm not filling myself, I am being filled by someone else. And he writes 
it in such a way that it needs to happen continuously. So if I say this literally, he would say, be ye being 
continuously filled. If that doesn't make sense, we'll talk later, okay? But just bear with me.

It's a command that you've got to do it, you've got to consciously do it. Receive it, be aware of it. But 
you don't actually fill yourself, it's not like you become God. No. You make yourself fully available to God 
and he takes over and takes control. You must be willing and he does the filling. And the filling is 
ultimately that he has control and influence over us.

And let's be honest, for some of us, that's very scary. It's very scary. I enjoy driving, I always have. I don't 
enjoy riding with someone else. So teaching people, young people, I'm not going to talk about my 
daughter without her permission, but teaching whatever teenagers may live in my house to drive was a 
fun experience, right? And some of you've walked through this, okay? You ever notice what your right 
hand does when you're in the passenger's seat and you're teaching just some random teenager to drive? 
You have gripped the door to the point that there's no more feeling in this part of the hand.

And I remember, okay, I'm going to tell a story. I love her and she'll love me and forgive me. But we're 
going through Centerton, she had just had her permit and I'm like, we're going through Centerton, out 
west, and I'm like, "I need to turn right into Advance Auto. I got to pick something up, just swing in there 
and I'll pick something up." And she goes, "I can't turn right. I'm not turning right. I'm not turning right." 
And I'm going, "Just trust me, just turn the ... you're only doing like five anyways, just turn the wheel." 
You know? And she slowly coasted on past that parking lot, refused to turn right. And I'm going, "It's 
right ... " So I went back out later.

But that's how we get, right? I'm in control here and this is not going my way. Well, you know, Paul is 
using this picture that's scary. When you come to a place in your life going, "God, I can't do this any 
more. I can't figure all this out. I don't have all the answers, I don't have all the wisdom. I need 
something here. I'm dying on the inside. I'm like surviving, but I'm not thriving. I'm losing my life. I'm 
losing my vitality. It's gone and I don't know where it is, and I don't know how to get it back."

And God whispers this scripture in your ear, "Let me have control." And some of us go, "Well, I ain't 
doing that. What else you got? Isn't there like a command I can obey? Like, there's an 11th 
commandment that applies to this situation and I'll just go do that?" And God says, "No, I want a 
relationship with you. I live in you. I want to influence you in this and I want you to hear me. I want you 
to walk with me."
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When the New Testament uses terminology like walk with the Spirit, it's suggests that God and I are 
journeying side by side in a relationship together, and it is personal. It is not distant and purely ancient. 
It is fresh and it is today. And it is right now and I am sensing the movement of his Spirit in one direction 
or another. And I've got to again and again die to myself and trust him and let him have his way in me. 
Let him have his way in me.

Well, let me share another big truth with you. The Holy Spirit is God, the difference maker, living in you. 
That's who he is. He's the difference maker and he lives in you. I want to be really clear on our theology 
this morning, that when you trust in Jesus, in that moment you receive the person of the Holy Spirit in 
your life and he never leaves. Okay? So he indwells you. He is there.

You may not have been aware of him to this point, you may not have realized that, maybe you weren't 
taught that or you've just forgotten that, but when you trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit moves into who 
you are. You get all of him that there is. You don't get 50% of him, you get him. He's a personal God. And 
so he walks beside you.

But you've got to understand that he is with you. The difference maker is living in you. So he might move 
in and indwell your life, but now, for the rest of your life, you're going to decide moment by moment, do 
I listen to him? Do I consult him? Do I ask him? Do I trust him? Do I invite him? Or do I do this on my 
own? And I have lived a lot of my life on my own, even though God is right there inside me. I have not 
consulted him. I have not asked him. I have made decisions all on my own wisdom, my own power. I've 
made boneheaded, foolish, destructive choices at times because I thought I was okay on my own in the 
moment.

And what he's been trying to teach me my whole adult life is, I can trust him to take control. I can trust 
him to have influence in me. He is trustworthy. I want you to see this from scripture. 2 Timothy 1 says, 
"For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God." And let me be really honest with you, 
Paul is saying here, "I want you to do something, I want you to stir up your passion for your relationship 
with God."

So people get very touchy about this. "Oh, we're not to work anything up." Well, Paul says here, "Stir 
this up." When you feel apathetic and cold and you're not consciously aware of God and there's no thrill 
whatsoever in your Christian life, it's on you. You have a responsibility to fan into flame this "gift of God 
which is in you through the laying on," Paul says to Timothy, "of my hands, for the Spirit of God does not 
make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline."

Can anybody in here use some power? Three of you, all right. Okay. Can anybody in here use some love? 
Both hands. Yeah. Anybody in here need more self-discipline? Me! Definitely. I ironed my shirt this 
morning, first shirt I've ironed in like six years. I am a man who needs more discipline in my life. You 
know where it comes from? The Holy Spirit of God. He's not here to hurt me or wreck my life. He wants 
good things for me. He gives me power and love and of self-discipline.

Galatians 5:16 say this, "So I say walk by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires 
of the flesh." In other words, in this moment of temptation, if I walk in my own power I'm very 
susceptible to doing what my body wants, what the world around me wants, and not what God wants. 
But if in that moment I submit to God and I invite him to influence me, then I am far more apt to do 
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what God wants me to do in that moment. So when I walk with him I won't desire the ... gratify the 
desires of the flesh.

Galatians 5:22, a little bit further in the passage, says, "In the same way the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness," anybody need help in weakness? Certainly, right? He helps us in our weakness. He goes on, 
"We do not know," no, I'm sorry, I'm in the wrong passage, 5:22. "But the fruit of the Spirit," I jumped 
ahead, pretend I didn't do that.

"The fruit of the Spirit is this, love, joy, peace, forbearance or patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control, against such there is no law." Anybody in here see something in that list 
you'd like more of? Yeah, maybe patience. And you've learned not to pray for it, right? Because you 
know how it gets put in your life.

"Well, I want to be more loving." Okay, he's going to put some people who are hard to love in your life. 
"I need more patience." He's going to put you in situations that require you to stretch your patience. All 
of those things. "I need self-control. I want peace." How are you going to have peace? He's going to put 
you in some storms and you're going to have to trust him, and he's going to bring peace.

But all of those things are good things that the Spirit of God wants to do in us, around us, through us. 
Now the passage I mentioned a second ago, in Romans 8:26 says, "In the same way, the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans, and he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit because the 
Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God." Okay?

So, passage after passage after passage declares, from different books of the New Testament, you can 
walk with the Spirit, be filled with the Spirit, you can know the Holy Spirit, he is the place of intimacy 
between me and God. And when you do get to know him and yield to him, he brings you fruit and peace 
and joy. He does good things for you, he gives you power, love, sound mind. He doesn't hurt you, he 
takes care of you, he empowers you. He gives you a completely different experience, right?

That's what the New Testament teaches about the Holy Spirit. So here's the question, why are we still so 
afraid of this? Because I know that I grew up in an atmosphere where when you say be filled with the 
Spirit, our first reaction is to go, "What do you mean? Let's make sure we understand correctly, we don't 
want anybody moving too much here, or acting weird. Don't go weird on me."

I mean, that's where we're at with this, right? Where somebody talks about the Spirit of God leading and 
taking control, and listen, there have been, in the last few years of Christianity, entire "Bible 
conferences" devoted to making sure nobody gets too out of line in this area. I think we're afraid of 
what the Spirit of God, who is God present in our lives, wants to do.

And all he's really asking for is, "Just give me full control. I will guide you to places you never imagined. I 
will take care of you in ways that you deeply, desperately need. Just trust me. Just trust me."

And here's what I want to ask you to do this morning, to understand the difference between living in a 
spiritual rut and thriving is an awakening to the guiding presence of God. There were more verses I could 
have shared. He teaches us the scripture. He protects us from error. He walks with us, guards us from 
temptation. He is, Peter said, he's like a garrison inside the fortress of our hearts. He's like a line of 
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soldiers on the inside of who I am. And when something breaks in to hurt me, the Holy Spirit is there to 
protect my heart.

He is this constant guard. He is God's gift to this age, to Christians who are walking today. And all he 
wants for you to do is trust him. Just trust him fully, just take the hands off the wheel and go, "God, I 
believe you. I trust you. I want to walk with you. I want to get to know you everyday." And he does 
amazing things in our lives.

But we so often, we just want it to be simple. I want a Christianity that's all about me reading the Bible, 
me studying the Bible, me going to church, me giving an offering, me acting better, me keeping the 
rules, me obeying the commandments. That way I can be good with God.

And the whole time, God is saying, "All of that is going to come so much more naturally to you when you 
live supernaturally. All of that is going to flow in your life when you trust that God can guide you and 
feed you and teach you and protect you and walk with you and guard you and empower you." This God 
with you wants to wake up inside you.

There have been about four different times in my adult life when I've been at the place of just, I don't 
know how I'm going to go on. I don't know if I can do this anymore. And I can tell you, in those moments 
in my life, they became intense seasons of prayer. And I can remember the places where I was, the 
moments where it happened. When I would get on my knees and I'd be totally alone.

And I'd be sobbing and crying out before God, "God, I don't know how to do this anymore. I can't go on. 
If there's more to this life than what I've experienced, if I've missed something, God, because I've gone 
to church, and I've read the Bible, I've done the stuff, God. And it's not working. It's not working, God, 
please, there is more. If your Spirit wants to do something in me that I'm unaware of, that I've not been 
open to, God just break my heart. Make me totally available, and just fill me, just take control, just take 
over."

And I can tell you that in every single instance, it feels like a man stands up inside of me and my life is 
different afterward. That's what the Spirit of God wants to do in the lives of his people. But we just are 
so afraid to let go. I've come to that place of letting go over and over, and I fear I'm probably going to 
have to do it some more. Because every time I do, there's this different kind of understanding of what 
God is up to.

I want to ask you this today, first of all, if you don't have a relationship with Jesus, it starts there. The 
moment you trust in Christ as your Savior, Holy Spirit moves into your life and indwells you forever. 
Okay? So it begins there. It begins there. We confess and repent of our sins. We trust in Jesus. He saves 
us. He forgives us. He changes us. We're born again. And he moves in and we become new creatures, 
new creations. Okay?

And so, if you've never done that, I want to invite you to do that today.

But, I also want to speak to you who have made that decision. And you can go back and remember, 
"Yeah, I trusted in Jesus. I remember doing that." Maybe you walked an aisle at church, maybe you were 
with a parent, maybe a friend led you to Christ. You remember where you were and when it was. But if 
you look back on your life, either lately or all the way back to the beginning, you would go, "Man, I've 
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never really just surrendered full control to God. I've never taken my hands off of the controls and just 
let God have his way completely in me."

When he does, it's scary. It's different. It may feel weird to you. You will be a spectacle before the rest of 
the world and your co-workers. Not because you talk religious now. No, but because from within you 
there's something different about you. You thrive. You live. And when things go wrong, you're strong. 
And when things go bad, you're stable. And when everybody else is giving up, you're resilient.

How does that happen? Where does that come from? It's the Spirit of God and the work he does deep 
within us. And I want to invite you into that right now.

Let's bow our heads together. If you're here and you've never trusted in Jesus, would you pray with me 
right now? Dear God, I confess my sins to you. I believe that your Son, Jesus, died for me and rose again. 
And I want to know him as my Savior, I want to trust you once and for all. Please forgive me and wash 
me and save me, God. Save me. Save me.

When you pray that prayer from the honesty of your heart, God says, "Yes! I will save you. You are my 
child now. You're in my family now." And he moves into you. If you just trusted in Jesus now or years 
ago, in that moment God moved into you and declared you his new home. And he now lives in you and 
he will never leave. He will never leave.

But for some of you, for most of you in this room, you've made that decision. You've trusted in Jesus. 
But for some of us in the room today, we have lived scared of what life might look like if we really 
walked in the Spirit. If we were really filled with him. If we really let him have full control of us.

See, when you're saved and you're a believer, you have all of God in your life that you will ever get. He 
moves in completely. The question is, does he get all of you? Does he have your fear? Does he have your 
stress, your worry? Does he have control over your desires? Your dreams? Your ambitions? Does God 
get a say in how you relate to your spouse, your neighbor, your kids? Does God guide and direct in how 
you live in terms of your ethics? Your morals? Does God have authority and leadership in you right now? 
Have you fully surrendered and said, "Holy Spirit of God, lead me, speak to me, take me places, live 
through me. Bring me back to life."

Now I'm convinced, when you come to a breaking point and you say, "God, I can't do it on my own any 
more, I need you to take over," there's a man that stands up inside of you and he makes all the 
difference. He makes all the difference.

As you continue to pray, I have to say one more thing about our church. We can do more services and 
recruit volunteers, and sing better songs, and preach better sermons, and create comfortable 
environments, and try to do it all with excellence for the glory of God. But I'm convinced we can do all of 
that and not be the house God wants to come dwell in. But when we as a church, if we had no resources 
at all, if we as a body sought to be filled with and influenced by and under the control of the Holy Spirit 
as a body, he would see our dependency as a step of faith. And he would fill and empower us like never 
before.

Father, I ask right now, you would teach us as a church how to pray, how to seek you. God, fill us. I pray 
for anybody in this room that's never experienced that, they've never been under your control, they've 
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never surrendered fully to the fullness, the filling of the Holy Spirit, God, that they would invite you right 
now. God, please take over. Please fill me, please have your way. I give you my life and my future. Lord, 
change us, challenge us, stretch us, grow us, bring us to life in the Holy Spirit. God, we love you and we 
praise you in Jesus' name, amen.
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