
How to Live Generously 
UN$TRAPPED, Week Three 

 
We’ve said that God owns it all, and he puts us temporarily in charge of it so that we 
can invest it into eternal things. We are stewards. We are managers. And we’ve also 
said that how we manage our money says a lot about our hearts and our priorities. 
 
Last week we went over some of the big financial principles in Scripture – what the 
Bible has to say about wise financial management.  
 
Now the question is… what’s it all for? 
 
Making and saving money, for the purpose of having more money, is the most 
unfulfilling purpose one can live for.  
 
When you follow Jesus and commit everything you have to him, you get to live 
generously.  
 
And living generously is the pathway to living joyfully! 
 
 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15, 9:5b-15 

8:1 Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness 
has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2 They are being tested by many 
troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has 
overflowed in rich generosity. 

3 For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. 
And they did it of their own free will. 4 They begged us again and again for the 
privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5 They even did more 
than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to 
us, just as God wanted them to do. 

6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to 
return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in 
so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, 
and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 



8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love 
is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 9 You know the 
generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich. 

10 Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started a year 
ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to give, and you were the first to begin 
doing it. 11 Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in 
the beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have.  

12 Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to 
what you have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean your giving 
should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there 
should be some equality.  

14 Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they 
will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be 
equal. 15  As the Scriptures say, “Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, and 
those who gathered only a little had enough.”  

9:5b I want it to be a willing gift, not one given grudgingly. 6 Remember this—a 
farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how 
much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.”  

8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have 
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9  As the Scriptures 
say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be 
remembered forever.” 

10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. 
In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a 
great harvest of generosity in you. 

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. 
And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 12 So two 
good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in 
Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God. 

13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity 
to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of 
Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing 
grace God has given to you. 15 Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 
 



The WHY and the HOW of living Generously 
 
WHY We Give… 
 
1. We give to grow our character.  
 

8:7b I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 
 
2. We give to show our love.  
 

8:8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your 
love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 

 
3. We give to be more like Jesus.  
 

8:9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you 
rich. 

 
4. We give because sowing comes before reaping.   
 

9:6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. 
But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 

 
5. We give because it connects us together. 
 

9:13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity 
to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News 
of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the 
overflowing grace God has given to you. 

 
HOW We Give… 
 
1. We give freely.  
 

8:3 For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. 
And they did it of their own free will. 



 
2. We first give our lives to God. 
 

5 They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give 
themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do. 

 
3. We give proportionally. 
 

8:11b Give in proportion to what you have. 
 
4. We give intentionally. 
 

7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give 
reluctantly or in response to pressure. 

 
5. We give cheerfully. 
 

9:7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give 
reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives 
cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 

 
6. We give incrementally. 
 

9:10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to 
eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then 
produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 11 Yes, you will be enriched in 
every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to 
those who need them, they will thank God. 

 
And remember… 
 
2 Timothy 1:12 CEV 
I know the one I have faith in, and I am sure that he can guard until the last day what 
he has trusted me with. 
 
 


