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Welcome to week two of Made for More. It's a message series we kicked off last week and the whole 
premise of the series is simply that you were made for more than just this world, just this life, just the 
challenges and the problems that you might face in this life. You're made for more than all that, that 
God created you for his own pleasure, that he loves you and he likes you and he likes what he made. 
Okay? That you are important to God, you matter to God and that he wants your life to last forever. And 
so he wants your life to be about more than just getting what you can in this life and surviving until 
death. He desires for you to think eternally and think about other people and think above and beyond 
your current circumstances. So that's what this series is about.

Last week we kind of introduced it and just said, hey, we're made for more. We're made to think 
eternally. I want to get a little more practical today and share a passage of scripture that connects that 
sort of eternal mindset to where I live life everyday. I want to talk today about how you're made for 
more than the mess, you're made for more than the mess.

You know, this has been an exciting week in the life of Grace Hills Church. We've had three babies born 
this week to different families within Grace Hills. So again, we're making more services because it's just 
you grow by birth. And so all those ... and what I love about babies is they deliver them to you and put 
them in mom's arms and they're so perfect and cute and sweet and innocent and just precious. And how 
many of you know what I'm talking about? Babies are exciting, right?

Then comes that first diaper. And I remember the first diaper with all three of my kids. And all of a 
sudden you go, whoa, this is not what I was expecting. And that first diaper is unlike any other diaper 
coming in the future. The rest are human like, that first one is some strange alien substance, it comes 
from a planet where, I don't know, it bubbles. I don't know where it comes from, but you know, things 
that start out innocent enough can suddenly get real messy. Okay? Life is that way too.

You go through life and I remember thinking as a kid, I mean I guess I didn't realize it at the time, but I 
look back on my childhood and go, life was pretty simple as a child, certain little things were a big deal. 
Okay? And so if you lost a game, that was a big, big deal. And it should be, I'm not trying to diminish 
those concerns, but I look back at childhood and go, man, I wish sometimes for the simplicity of my life 
then. I didn't have to worry about paying the bills. Someone else did that. I didn't have to worry about 
my next meal somebody else was probably going to cook that, serve that, whatever.

And so I look back at the simplicity of childhood and I look at the mess I've made along life's way. I look 
at the things, the decisions I've made that I look back and go, why did I do that? Why did I complicate 
life in that way? Why did I make that particular decision that hurt myself or hurt someone else or hurt a 
relationship in some way? Why did I make a decision that cost me some financial security or cost me 
some comfort in my life or maybe even cost me the path that I thought was God's path for me? We 
make messes along the way.

And I want to be really clear at the outset of this message that some messes are not your fault at all. So I 
want to be ultra clear about that. I don't believe that every mess you find yourself in is a self inflicted 
mess. Sometimes you're in a mess because someone else made choices about you. Someone else made 
choices that affected you, someone else made choices that have hurt you. And I don't want to diminish 
the fact that some of the messes we have to walk through in this life, we have to grow through them 
and not become bitter about them but we didn't choose them and we didn't create them. But then I can 
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look at my own life and go, I got plenty of messes to work on that I definitely did create. They've got my 
signature all over them, they've got my fingerprints on them. I made a mess.

And so that's what I want to really dig into and talk about today. What do you do with the messages that 
you have made? And I want you to just ... I want to share with you at the outset of this message that this 
is a very important topic for Grace Hills Church. And here's why. One of our core values says this, we are 
broken people discovering healing together. We embrace messy ministry. That's one of our core values.

And what we mean by that is when you decide to serve people and to minister to people and help 
people, you're going to get involved in messes. At times they're going to be inconvenient hours, they're 
going to be crises that erupt at different times and that we as a church family are committed to being 
there for each other's messes. That we're there when life is difficult, and when life is complicated, when 
relationships are falling apart, we want to stick through that stuff because that's what ministry is all 
about.

We don't want to start a church that just welcomes all the people that look normal and don't have any 
problems. No, Jesus said he came for the sick, not the well. And so we're here to embrace messy 
ministry and that includes all of us. I got my messes and I'm sure that you have yours and it's already on 
your mind this morning perhaps, but I want to ask this big question. How do we move beyond the mess? 
How do I get past the mess I've created? How do I exchange and start to take the messes I make in my 
life and do something different?

Have you ever found yourself in that spot in life where you've done it again? You've made the mess 
again and you ask yourself, why do I keep doing this? Why can't I stop this? Why can't I figure this out? 
That's a kind of a shame inducing question we ask ourselves, but you need to know it's pretty much 
universal that all of us go through times like this. All of us meet moments in life where I go, why did I 
mess that up again? Why did I take this situation and say the thing about it that I'm trying not to say? 
Why did I think in the way that I know I shouldn't think? Why did I go negative? Why did I go on the 
attack? Why did I go on the offensive? Why did I sort of lose control in this moment? Why do I do those 
things?

And I want to talk to you today in a practical way, in a spiritual way, about how we move past the mess, 
how we stop making messes longterm. Now let me just give you a quick little disclaimer. You're probably 
not going to leave this service and suddenly be perfected and never make another mess in your life. It 
just doesn't work that way. This is teaching that progressively grows us into Christ's likeness, but we are 
all in progress, so nobody leaves here and goes okay, I got it. Now I'm going to be perfect. You're not 
going to be perfect, okay, but you are going to be in progress. So we're going to grow with the message 
today. All right, so how do you move beyond the mess?

I want to give you four steps and then we'll talk about a passage of scripture that kind of highlights 
these, but the first one is this, you've got to want something better, to want something better. Okay? 
Paul wrote this in Colossians chapter three. He said:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts, literally your affection, set your affection, 
your thinking, your focus on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. For you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you will also appear with him in glory.
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Now that passage, we're going to read more of it in just a second, but I want to just focus on this for a 
second. Paul is saying that when you follow Jesus, something new has happened to you. Your life and all 
of its messiness has now been hidden with Christ in God. So when God looks at your life, he doesn't see 
someone who's just a total mess and can't get anything right. You might feel that way sometimes, right? 
I've said those words to myself, I just can't get anything right and I'll just never be right. I'll just never live 
up.

Those are the things we tell ourselves, but when God looks at you as one who's trusted in Jesus, what he 
sees is one whose life is hidden in Christ. You're buried into him. It's like he sees his son Jesus, who's 
given you the gift of his very own righteousness. You are brand new. You have this clean slate and that 
never changes. That's how God sees you. But at the same passage says he wants our focus and our 
affection to be on something that is above the mess. Okay?

In other words, he doesn't desire for our lives to be a constant soap opera of negative bad decisions, 
one after another that creates all kinds of messes and complications. There's something better for us. 
There's this heavenly life. There's this place in the heavenlies where Christ is alive and where he rules 
and he said he wants our thinking to be focused on that.

So that when I get a taste of what it is to know Jesus, when I get a taste of what heaven is all about, 
what the heavenly life is all about, all of a sudden the things of this earth, as the old song says, grow 
strangely dim in the light of his wonderful grace. Right? So once I taste what a relationship with Jesus, 
what that heavenly life is all about, suddenly it creates in me a sense of dissatisfaction. In other words, 
let's put it this way, you got to develop a Holy dissatisfaction with the messy life, a Holy dissatisfaction 
with a messy life.

In other words, if you've decided there's a substance in which I can find my happiness, some kind of 
bottle, pill, alcohol, whatever, I'm going to consume more of that and numb myself and medicate 
everything away we wind up making messes with that, right? Well, I've got to come to a place where I 
am no longer satisfied with what that offers me. A Holy dissatisfaction, a Holy discontent. When it's a life 
of promiscuity and I keep looking for fulfillment in one partner after another. At some point I've got to 
go, I am no longer satisfied with this. I am not going to be satisfied with what this offers.

When I'm constantly given to anger and we blow up and we have fights and it's all the time, and it's just 
chaos around me. At some point I got to go, I am not satisfied with this anymore. I want something 
better. I've tasted something better. I want to bring some eternity into my house. I want to bring some 
heaven into my home and into my heart. I want to focus on a better way. So you've got to want 
something better.

And Paul says, our desires, our heart, our affections, need to be for something that is above and beyond 
what the world around us and this earthly life have to offer. In other words, you got to declare, I'm tired 
of the mess and I won't settle anymore. I'm tired of the mess and I won't settle anymore. I really believe 
that there are people who need a drastic change in their lives, but it's probably not going to come until 
they hit this wall. Until they get to the point where, I'm just not satisfied anymore. I refuse to settle now 
for this lesser kind of life.

And by the way, anything that you use as a substitute for a relationship with Jesus in terms of fulfillment 
will leave you dissatisfied. Now, you may get trapped in it and you always go back to it because it's what 
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you know, it's what you've done. It's the pattern that you're in. But at some point you got to go, all right, 
enough, this is not enough for me, I want more. I want more.

And some of us have the mistaken notion that our problem is that we want too much, but that's not 
really true. The real problem is we'll settle for less than the amazing abundant life that Jesus desires for 
his people. So you get to that abundant life that Jesus offers and you go, okay, I'm not satisfied with this 
anymore.

It's like buying a new car. You know, I drove a 2009 Honda Accord for a long time, drove a 2006 and then 
was in Iraq and so I traded up for a 2009. And I drove that thing and drove that thing and it's got 100,000 
miles on it. And that was like the sweetest car to me. It's got leather, that's all I really care about, the 
windows work. We're good. Right? And so this 2009 Honda Accord is going to run forever.

And then we decided, my daughter turned 16 got her license, and we're like, we're going to need a third 
vehicle. So what should we do? So I went and bought this electric car. It was a Honda Clarity. It's a plugin 
hybrid electric deal. Yes. I'm one of those people, I'm sorry. Tried a plant based diet too. That didn't 
work so well. Anyways, but when I got into this new electric car and the salesman is sitting next to me in 
the passenger seat and he's like, isn't this nice? And I'm thinking about my 2009 Honda Accord. And I'm 
like yes, it's pretty nice. But I'm going to have to think about it because I'm strong like that, right? I'm 
going to have to think about it. I'm going to go home tonight. I'm not buying this today.

So I parked it and got back in my 2009 Honda Accord and it suddenly sounded louder going down the 
road. And it shook more and suddenly I start ... this is a death trap. This thing is no longer safe. So I'm 
giving it to my teenage daughter and I'm upgrading. Right?

When you are changed and transformed by the power of Jesus in your life, you taste something. You 
experience something that all of a sudden leaves all the other substitutes, they just never can satisfy 
after that. You got to make this change. So you've got to want something better. And Jesus cultivates 
that want in us. God put it in you. He says he put eternity in your heart. He wants you to seek after him. 
To be dissatisfied with everything this world has to offer. Okay.

Here's the second thing you got to do. You got to die to some old patterns. You got to die to some old 
patterns. A couple of weeks ago we wrapped up a series on the family, on parenting, and we talked 
about this issue of patterns. And we said that a lot of us have gotten into unhealthy, destructive 
patterns and we repeat them. Right? The same arguments, same fights, and we want to do it different 
but we get into this pattern. And I say something that offends and they say something back that offends 
and we're both reacting out of things that aren't necessarily the true feelings, but we get in this pattern, 
this cycle, and we just want out of the cycle. Well, yeah, you got to die to those old cycles, to this old 
patterns.

Paul in the same passage goes on and says this:

Put to death therefore. Put to death therefore. Whatever belongs to your earthly nature. And then he 
names those things. Sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, greed, which is idolatry, because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now 
you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these, anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language from 
your lips. Do not lie to each other since you've taken off your old self, with its practices and have put on 
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the new self which is being renewed in the knowledge and the image of its Creator. Here there is no 
Gentile or Jew or circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 
in all.

So Paul spins this next part. He says, First set your affection on heavenly things and become dissatisfied 
with earthly things. You're no longer going to settle for less than God's best for your life. Okay, but then 
he moves on. He says, now you're going to have to die to some old patterns. The new Testament, a 
couple times uses this word that old translations, we translate it as mortify, to put to death or to declare 
dead these parts of my life.

Now I'm going to just share a confession that maybe you can identify with. There are things in my life 
I've declared dead several times, many times over. It's like they come back as zombies in my life, okay? 
But I need to look at the patterns and the cycles that I'm in and declare those things dead. That this is 
not a part of me. In other words, and the way to do that is to say, I am brand new. I'm in Christ. I'm a 
new creature. I have been born again, I've come back to life spiritually from the dead. Right?

When I act in these ways that are sinful or destructive or harmful, I recognize those belong to the old 
dead me. They belong in the coffin with who I used to be and I'm declaring that. I'm declaring them 
dead. And instead I'm going to do something different. We'll come to that in just a second, but we've got 
to take the patterns that are in our life that continue to hurt us, that continue to cause us to be 
dissatisfied, that continue to cause us to be unhappy, the unholy, unhealthy, and we got to declare 
those things dead. Put them to death, sometimes repeatedly, but laying them down. And Paul goes 
through a list.

I'm always careful with lists because some of us will look at that list and go, I don't see mine in there, so 
I'm okay. Others of us will look at the list and go, all right, it's a checklist. If I just get rid of these things, 
I'll be a good person. That's not what Paul is saying. He's not giving you a checklist that you'll get a grade 
on. He's saying that anything that comes out of your old sinful you is something that you get to declare 
dead. You get to look at in the eye and say, you don't have any power over me anymore. I am stopping 
this right now. I'm declaring this pattern dead, and I'm going to do something different.

Now we have a word for that particular decision. The act of turning from your sinful patterns to the new 
patterns Jesus gives you is called repentance. Repentance. Repentance is not just something that 
someone does one time in order to come into God's family. Repentance literally is changing the mind. It 
results in a change in behaviors, but repentance is changing the mind. So I'm going to go from being 
okay with all this stuff to declaring it dead and turning and changing and moving in a new direction. That 
is repentance. It's doing a 180 in my life. That's what repentance is all about.

And so the way that I declare those old patterns dead is to repent of them. Now, some of us grew up in 
atmospheres religiously that use the word repentance in a very scary way. It was all about confession. 
Confess your sins. Well, confession is part of repentance, but it's not the whole thing.

Some of us grew up in a situation where repentance was all about your emotions. You got to feel sorry, 
go think about what you did and when you feel bad enough, then I'll receive you again. Repentance may 
involve my emotions, but it's ultimately not just an emotional kind of decision. Repentance literally is 
the decision to do a 180. It's a decision to turn from my old patterns and turn to Jesus.
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Now, the first time I did that, I was born again. I'm going to turn from my old life. I'm going to embrace 
the new life that Christ has for me, and at that moment I was born again, made brand new, but I have 
found I'm 42 years old. I'm still repenting often. It's almost like a state that we remain in, that we grow 
out of the old and into the new. That we are always in a state of turning away from the things that are 
associated with the old life, the old me and I'm always turning to the new thing.

Now, here's the good news about this. When you repent, you get to declare something. You get to 
declare this, who I was is not who I am. Who I was, is not who I am. How I identified myself previously is 
no longer how I identify myself today. I have repented. Now does that mean I've now perfected it and I'll 
never make that mistake again? No, I'm probably going to mess up in that way. It's going to take time to 
grow out of things. I progressively become more like Christ over time, through the struggles, through the 
back, step down, whatever. I forget the, you know what I'm saying, right? Where you go ... let's just 
move on.

And thirdly, thirdly is this, when you declare the old patterns dead, now you're going to put on the new 
redeemed self, put on the new redeemed self. The old me is dead. That old patterns gone. I'm tired of it. 
I'm dissatisfied with it. I declare it dead. The problem is if all I commit to do is stop doing bad things and I 
don't fill that void with something different, I'm probably going to go back to what I know. I'm going to 
go back to what worked the last time.

And so in a moment of chaos, when normally I would make an unhealthy, unholy decision that would 
pull me away from Christ and away from other people and create a mess in my life. When I used to 
make decisions like that, I need to declare that dead. I'm not doing that anymore. But if that's all I do, if 
that's all I do, I'm venturing into something I don't know what to do now. I don't know what to do in this 
moment.

So what I do know, the only thing I'm familiar with, the only thing I fall back on is the old pattern. So the 
passage that Paul writes goes on and gives us something different. In verse five he says this: Therefore, 
as God's chosen people, Holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves.

So let me just back up. In the previous passage, he said, take off. He's using a picture of getting dressed 
in the morning. Take off the old patterns and cast them aside. And now he says, put on: Clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. And by the way, I think when he says put on love and 
forgiveness and all that, he's saying, that is going to create the atmosphere of peace in your life.

So put on the peace of Christ. Let it rule your hearts. Since as members of one body we're all called to 
peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the God and the Father through him.

Now I suddenly feel like this could have been four messages or so because of how much Paul packed 
into that sentence. But he's saying when you throw off the old patterns you ... So I'm not going to return 
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to the rage, the malice, the anger, I'm not going to return to the lust, the sexual immorality. I'm not 
going to go back there anymore. That is not my pattern anymore, but now I'm void and I don't know 
what to do. Paul gives us what to do. You put on compassion, you put on love, you put on forgiveness. 
You put on those things that lead to peace.

In other words, I've got to break the old patterns and I got to learn how to replace those things with new 
patterns. That takes time. It takes progress. It takes growth. But it is possible. It is possible because now I 
know Jesus, now I have his Holy Spirit inside me guiding me. Now I have his word that I can understand 
and it guides me, right? And so now I have a new source of wisdom. I have a new source of power. I 
have a new source of inspiration. I have a new example in Jesus. I have all the things God has given me 
and so I can start to adopt new patterns.

And so when I used to be triggered to do something unhealthy or unholy, now I can let that trigger 
remind me to do the alternative, to do the thing that God has given me that is different, that is better, 
that is healthier and holier, in all of that. I can adopt a new pattern. In other words, I can do this. I can 
declare in Jesus I've found a new way to live and there's no going back. In Jesus I found a new way to 
live. And there no going back.

You know, it's this matter of understanding that when I devote the rest of my life to becoming like 
Christ, to becoming love as he is love to the people around me, to doing the loving thing, the right thing, 
the taking the high road, going the second mile, all the things that Jesus preached about taught about, 
and illustrated with his life. When I adopt this new lifestyle, I start learning how to make a better choice, 
how to make better decisions in my life, how to react to things in a different way.

And instead of walking around angry all the time, walking around frustrated, walking around bitter, I am 
suddenly able to let those things go. I'm suddenly able to practice compassion and grace because now I 
realize how much has been shown to me. And as a grateful receiver of those things my life is different 
now. So I get to declare I am new, I found a new way and there's no going back. I am not going back to 
that old pattern anymore. I've taken a stand, right?

I'm going to defy the odds and I'm going to do something different. I'm going to declare the old me 
dead. I'm going to live as the new me. I'm going to cultivate my appetite for a heavenly life. I'm going to 
wet my appetite for things that are spiritual. I'm going to do that by practicing the presence of God 
through prayer and Bible study and gathering with God's people. I'm going to immerse myself into a new 
kind of life.

Now, let me just clarify something. That doesn't mean I'm going to become really religious. You cannot 
buy enough Christian tee shirts and bumper stickers to make yourself Holy. You just, if you want to do 
those things that's great, that's fine. No problem with that at all. You buy all the Jesus junk you want to 
buy, but what I'm talking about is this interchange, that I'm different. It's not that I suddenly talk and 
sound like someone who's very religious, it's that suddenly I react and respond to things as Jesus would. 
That my example that I now set looks more like Jesus than it ever did. That I'm growing into this new life, 
this new me that I am now. That I'm declaring the old life dead and saying in Jesus I've found a new way. 
I've found a better way. I've tasted it, I've got an appetite for it. I'm cultivating that appetite. I'm 
declaring those old patterns dead and I'll do whatever it takes to mortify those old patterns.
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It's not just repentance. Sometimes it's accountability, sometimes it's counseling, sometimes it's 
overcoming, it's getting in recovery. It's whatever it may be, but I'm going to declare that dead. I'm going 
to kill it. I'm going to snuff that out of my life. And instead I'm going to live a new life. I'm going to 
choose a new pattern, a new way, and when I don't know what to do. I'm going to look at Jesus. I'm 
going to look at this list and over the top of this list is love. And I'm going to build love into my life so 
that I can forgive and I can not hold grudges. I can release the bitterness. I want to live this way because 
this is satisfying.

You'll never get enough revenge to be satisfied. You'll never teach those people, whoever they are, 
enough lessons to be satisfied. You'll never hurt enough people to be satisfied. You'll never hurt yourself 
enough to be satisfied. But when you declare all that dead and you're raised to new life in Christ and you 
develop new patterns, now you can discover contentment and satisfaction. And you can finally say, I 
was made for more and I'm going to live for more. I'm going to live for more.

That brings me to number four: Walk in gratitude, in gratitude for the gift of new life.

He says at the end of all that, he says, you know, have an affection for heavenly things. Declare the old 
life dead, start new patterns. And then at the very end of the passage, remember he says this strange 
thing about and be thankful and sing to each other. Now that could get weird. You don't run into fellow 
believers at Walmart and break into a hymn usually, unless you're in the music section. Anyways. So 
what he's getting at is that God's people, that there needs to be some place that I can go in this life that 
is a different kind of atmosphere than anything else I experience anywhere else on the planet.

There needs to be some kind of massive support group for people who are fellows with me in the 
process of declaring the old life dead and being raised in a new life. There's got to be some place, some 
body of people to which I could join myself. That might just be a gathering of fellow strugglers. And we 
can work on this together and we can sing songs together. Any of this sound familiar? It's the church. 
And there's not a perfect one on earth. You know why? Because we've all got those old patterns. We're 
all trying to declare them dead. We're still going to hurt each other sometimes. That's life. We're human 
and you won't find a perfect church on earth, but you need God's people in your life if you follow Jesus 
you need his followers.

And so I need to tie into a community, even with its flaws. I need to throw my flaws in there too, and 
we'll encourage each other and help each other grow and sharpen each other and we'll challenge each 
other and hold each other accountable. And we'll love and support each other and pray for each other. 
And with gratitude I will live a thankful life of praise and worship.

Sometimes what I've learned in my life is it what I need to move from old pattern to new pattern is just 
a fresh song of praise in my heart. And I'm not necessarily talking about a literal song. You don't want to 
hear my literal song. Okay? I'm saying that there's a new attitude, a new intentional focus on the things 
that I'm thankful for and it makes the difference in how I live life. It makes a difference in my attitude, 
makes a difference in my reactions, makes a difference in my relationships, that he has a new way for us 
to live, that you're made for more than being stuck in the mess.

Now again, if there are messes others choose for you, I'm sorry, and we'll talk about that another time. 
But the messes we make for ourselves that I make through my choices, the messes I create through 
unhealthy, unholy habits those are the things I can come to and give them to Jesus and kill them at the 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=oZHVPAOSxn0bvLIdB1c4lWH7txauX_EysCAFj04VgvfIM2DbPAwRcYow33UQQr93PM6hCtzEgSHqgHl9baRYoFNeX6I&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Sep 22, 2019 - view latest version here.

Made for More Than the Mess (Completed  09/22/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 9 of 9

cross and declare them dead. And I can be grateful for the chance to live a brand new life. Amen. So let's 
bow our heads together.

Simple question. Have you been made new? Have you trusted in Jesus? Because here's the promise. If 
you have trusted in Jesus, you've been born again. If he is your savior, you're a new creature in Christ. 
You get to start all over. If you've never trusted in Jesus, perhaps the reason you feel stuck in patterns 
that leave you dissatisfied is because you haven't yet tasted of the heavenly gift of a relationship with 
the son of God.

And so if that's you, would you join me, and just pray this prayer from the intention of your own heart. 
God, I believe in you and I want to change and I can't do it on my own. I believe in your son Jesus. I 
believe he died for my sins. He rose again and he will give me new life. And God, I receive you right now 
as my savior and as my Lord. God receive me except me. I want to be born again. I want to start over 
and be brand new. I want to begin a relationship with Jesus Christ today.

And when you pray that in Jesus name, when you pray it from the intention of your heart, God says yes. 
If you're a believer and you go, I just need a fresh start. I've kind of gotten back into the mud and the 
muck and the mire of of the old me, the old life. I've been distant. I haven't been praising God, I haven't 
been gathering with God's people, hadn't been making healthy choices. I want to start again. Well, 
there's always more grace than you realize there is.

As you just pray right now. God, I'm your child, but Lord I've gotten my hands and my feet really dirty 
and I'm asking you to cleanse me again. Wash me, and give me that freshness and help me to choose 
better patterns. I declare dead the old life. I am no longer satisfied with mediocrity in my Christian walk. 
I want excellence. I want the best. I want your will. I want your plan. I want your purposes and I don't 
want to settle anymore. I want to be close to Jesus. I want to be close to Jesus again. Father, move us in 
that way. In Christ Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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