
You	Can	Wait	on	God’s	Perfect	Timing	
	
Well,	I	want	to	start	off	today	by	telling	you	that	you	can	do	hard	things.	We	started	
a	message	series	last	week	on	that	very	topic:	that	you	can	do	hard	things.	And	I	
want	to	just	go	back	and	kind	of	mention	this,	that	to	me,	hard	things	are	the	
Christian	life.	That	I	am	saved	by	the	grace	of	God.	I	am	going	to	heaven	because	God	
is	good,	not	because	I’ve	done	anything	at	all.	But	now	that	I’ve	said	I	want	to	follow	
Jesus	with	my	life,	I	want	to	be	a	Jesus	follower,	and	that	that’s	who	I	am,	that	means	
that	I	want	to	take	his	teachings	and	his	example	and	I	want	to	work	those	into	my	
life.	I	want	to	be	like	him,	I	want	to	live	like	him,	think	like	him,	and	walk	and	talk	
like	him.		
	
And	so	therefore,	I	gotta	do	hard	things.	Therefore,	I	need	to	forgive	things	that	are	
hard	to	forgive.	I	gotta	wait	on	things	that	I	want	instantly.	I	mean,	Jesus	in	the	
Sermon	on	the	Mount	just	gave	us	one	hard	challenge	after	another.	Don’t	just	
forgive	people,	he	said,	pray	for	your	enemies.	How	many	of	you	prayed	for	your	
enemies	this	week?	See,	it’s	HARD.	It’s	hard.	How	many	of	you	are	sitting	next	to	the	
person	you	prayed	for?	Don’t	answer	that.		
	
But	Jesus	calls	us	to	hard	things.	And	what’s	really	great	about	it	is	–	he	doesn’t	just	
tell	us	to	do	hard	things.	He	doesn’t	just	command	you	to	go	do	hard	stuff.	He	also	
says	Hey	–	you’re	not	gonna	be	able	to	do	this	on	your	own,	in	your	own	strength,	in	
your	own	power,	in	your	own	wisdom.	So	I’m	going	to	give	you	wisdom,	I’m	going	to	
give	you	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	I’m	going	to	give	you	people	to	walk	with,	I’m	
going	to	equip	you	for	this,	under	my	grace	you’re	going	to	be	able	to	do	the	hard	
things	that	I	want	you	to	do.	So	when	I	say,	“You	can	do	hard	things,”	I	mean	every	
word	of	that.	You’re	supposed	to	do	hard	things	and	you	can	do	them.	
	
So	we’re	going	to	take	a	hard	thing	each	week	in	this	series	and	walk	through	it.	And	
today,	I	wanna	walk	through	one	of	the	hardest	just	right	out	of	the	gates.	I	want	to	
talk	about	waiting.	How	it’s	possible	for	you	to	wait	on	God’s	perfect	timing.	And	in	
the	coming	weeks,	we’ll	talk	about	how	it’s	possible	to	make	peace	with	difficult	
people,	in	case	you	know	any,	it’s	possible	to	forgive,	it’s	possible	to	be	generous,	
even	before	you	have	the	resources	to	be	generous,	it’s	possible	to	make	great	
ethical	choices	even	when	everything	tempts	you	to	fudge	and	cut	the	corners.	
	
There	are	all	kinds	of	hard	things	Jesus	tells	us	to	do.	He	talks	in	terms	about	turning	
the	other	cheek	and	walking	the	second	mile,	and	all	kinds	of	things	that	were	
difficult	and	one	of	the	biggest	is	to	wait.		
	
So	at	home,	my	boys	love	these	little	6-inch	pizzas.	They’re	–	I	think	they’re	
Tombstone	pizzas,	we	buy	them	in	bulk	at	Sam’s	Club.	You	get	like	18	in	a	box,	so	we	
buy	one	of	those	every	few	days	–	and	what’s	great	about	those	little	6-inch	pizzas	is	
you	can	put	them	in	the	oven	and	they	only	take	like	18	minutes	at	425.	I’ve	got	this	
down.	And	18	minutes	later,	they	come	out,	and	the	cheese	is	nice	and	bubbly	and	
slightly	browned	all	over	and	the	crust	is	just	right.	OR,	you	can	also	microwave	



them.	You	can	do	it	that	way	as	well.	In	two	minutes	and	forty	second,	which	I’ve	
found	to	be	the	optimum	time,	the	outer	edge	of	that	pizza	is	like	a	steel-edge	radial	
tire.	It’s	rubbery	and	metal	at	the	same	time.	Like	it’s	chewy,	but	you	can’t	chew	it.	
But	inside	is	the	blessing	of	a	nice	little	ice	cube.	Right	in	the	middle.	Now	if	you	go	
longer	than	2:40,	it’s	just	like,	it’s	like	Captain	America’s	shield.	K?	And	if	you	go	less,	
it’s	just	ice	and	you	can’t	eat	it.	Now,	my	boys	swear	that	it’s	better	in	the	
microwave.	“I	just	like	it	better	in	the	microwave!”	No	you	don’t,	you	can’t	possibly	
like	it	better	in	the	microwave.		
	
But	you	want	it	faster,	and	that’s	where	we	are	in	our	culture.	We	want	it	faster.	I	
want	it	now.	I	want	it	seconds	from	now.	I	want	a	nice	meal,	but	I	just	want	to	drive	
through	the	drive	thru,	and	you	hand	it	into	my	car.	Like	Chick-fil-a	has	so	mastered	
this	process	that	you	go	through	the	lunch	line	at	11:40	and	you	come	out	of	the	
drive	thru	at	11:30.	It’s	just	–	they’re	that	good.	And	we	want	things	instantly.	Ya	
know?	It’s	a	microwave	culture.	A	microwave	generation.	I	want	to	order	something	
but	I	want	to	know	it’s	going	to	be	two	days	free	at	the	most,	and	maybe	even	this	
afternoon.	And	I’ll	just	order	my	groceries,	I’ll	pull	into	a	spot,	you	put	them	in	my	
trunk,	I	want	it	fast,	I	want	it	now.	We	want	things	to	come	quickly	to	us,	we	are	
Americans.	And	that’s	where	we	live	life	sometimes.		
	
The	problem	is	I	sometimes	want	big	things	in	life	to	happen	faster	than	God	wants	
them	to	happen.	I	want	peace	now.	I	want	to	be	comfortable	now.	I	want	to	be	fully	
comfortable	now.	I	want	everyone	to	treat	me	with	respect	now.	I	want	to	have	the	
best	job	of	my	life	now.	I	want	to	be	in	my	best	shape,	my	best	health,	now.	That’s	a	
tough	one	for	me	to	say,	but	–	I	want	to	order	a	treadmill	today,	I	want	it	two	days	
free	shipping,	and	I’m	healthy	by	Thursday.	It’s	just	we	like	to	take	these	big	life	
concepts	and	go,	“I	want	it	now.	I	want	to	be	fully	mature	and	confident	now	and	I	
don’t	want	to	wait.”	And	we’re	not	alone,	this	is,	you	know	–	even	though	the	Old	
Testament	people	didn’t	live	in	a	microwave	generation,	they	did	suffer	from	the	
same	problem	we	do,	and	that’s	wanting	things	to	come	quickly.		
	
So	I	wanna	read	the	words	this	morning	of	the	Old	Testament	King	David.	David	
went	through	quite	a	few	things,	and	he	wrote	about	his	desire	to	see	things	fixed,	
and	for	God	to	act,	and	then	he	gave	us	the	ability	to	wait.	And	I	wanna	drive	toward	
this	for	a	second	–	But	I	want	to	read	in	Psalm	27,	starting	in	verse	7,	I’m	sort	of	
jumping	in	about	halfway	through	the	Psalm,	and	I	want	you	to	hear	some	of	the	
aching	of	David’s	heart.	Like,	what	does	he	want?	He	tells	us	the	things	he	want	in	
life.	He	says,	
	 “Hear	my	voice	when	I	call,	Lord.	Be	merciful	to	me	and	answer	me.”	
He	wants	to	hear	from	God	now.	

“My	heart	says,	of	you,	‘Seek	his	face.’	Your	face,	Lord,	I	will	seek.	Don’t	hide	
your	face	from	me.	Don’t	turn	your	servant	away	in	anger.	You	have	been	my	
helper.	Do	not	reject	me	or	forsake	me,	God	my	Savior.	Though	my	father	and	
mother	forsake	me,	the	Lord	will	receive	me.	Teach	me	your	way,	Lord,	lead	
me	in	a	straight	path	because	of	my	oppressors.	Do	not	turn	me	over	to	the	



desire	of	my	foes,	for	fake	witnesses	rise	up	against	me,	spouting	malicious	
accusations.”	

So	David,	up	to	this	point,	is	expressing	the	pain	of	his	heart.	I’m	feeling	distant	from	
God,	I	want	you	to	come	to	me.	I’m	being	talked	about,	I	want	that	solved	and	
settled.	That’s	gotta	be	one	of	the	worst	feelings,	right?	To	know	that	someone	has	
accused	you	or	talked	about	you	in	some	way.	And	so	David	was	dealing	with	that.	
He	was	wrestling	with	his	enemies	plotting	against	him.	And	he	wanted	deliverance.	
He	wanted	it	all	fixed,	and	he	wanted	God	to	take	care	of	it.	Who	could	blame	him,	
right?		
	
He’s	dealing	with	these	struggles	and	with	this	pain	and	some	of	us	would	look	at	
David’s	letter	and	go	I	don’t	feel	what	David’s	going	through,	but	I’ve	got	my	own	
stuff,	and	I	wish	God	would	just	fix	it.	I	wish	God	would	fix	my	struggle	and	I	can’t	
seem	to	get	over	my	depression	or	anxiety	and	I	wish	he’d	just	erase	it	instantly.	I	
can’t	seem	to	get	over	this	hurt	I	have	toward	someone	that	never	has	apologized	–	
never	has	made	it	right,	and	I	just	want	God	to	fix	that.	Or	things	at	work	are	not	
going	well	and	I	know	how	it	ought	to	be	done,	and	the	boss	ought	to	do	it,	and	it’s	
just	not	being	done	–	I	just	want	it	fixed	now.	Or	maybe	we’re	in	a	financial	struggle,	
right?	I	got	myself	into	some	debt,	I	dealt	with	some	problems,	maybe	it	wasn’t	even	
my	fault,	it	was	medical,	and	now	here	I	am	and	I	want	to	be	financially	free	but	it’s	
like	month	after	month	after	month	after	month	of	trying	and	scraping	and	
budgeting	and	it’s	hard.	And	so	we’ve	got	these	big	pains	that	we	want	fixed	and	we	
want	God	to	take	care	of	and	sometimes	we	even	start	to	struggle	in	our	faith	going,	
“Where	is	God?	Why	doesn’t	he	show	up	and	fix	it?	Why	doesn’t	God	take	care	of	
this?	“	I’ve	been	asking	for	weeks	or	months	or	years	and	God	isn’t	taking	care	of	
this.		
	
Sometimes	I	think	there	are	other	issues	with	why	our	prayers	are	amiss.	
Sometimes	we’re	asking	God	to	make	other	people	do	things.	And	I’ve	always	seen	
and	felt	proven	in	my	life	that	you	can	pray,	“God,	please	make	my	spouse	think	this	
way	or	please	make	my	parents	think	this	way	or	make	my	kids	think	this	way,”	and	
God	would	just	look	back	at	the	Garden	of	Eden	and	say	obviously	I	don’t	force	
people	to	make	the	right	decisions.	And	we	have	a	whole	history	of	humanity	to	
prove	that.	That	we	have	made	decisions	that	God	incorporates	into	what	he’s	doing	
for	eternity’s	sake,	but	he	doesn’t	force	us	to	do	right	things.	He	doesn’t	force	us	to	
do	wrong	things	either.	He’s	very	clear	about	that.	So	sometimes	we	pray	hoping	
God	will	just	nudge	or	maybe	just	kinda,	totally	break	the	will	of	that	person	in	my	
life	and	we	don’t	see	the	answers.	And	sometimes	wer’e	looking	for	something	that	I	
think	is	healthy,	that	I	think	would	be	best	for	me,	but	it’s	not	necessarily	what’s	best	
for	me.	But	sometimes	it’s	because	I’m	in	a	hurry	and	I	fear	God	isn’t	answering	
because	I	haven’t	heard	him	answer	yet.		
	
So	at	the	end	of	everything	David	just	says,	he	gives	us	two	more	verses.	And	out	of	
these	two	final	verses,	I	want	to	you	to	hear	some	hope.	Because	he	goes	through	all	
these	problems	he	wishes	God	would	fix	and	then	he	says	in	verse	13,	



“I	remain	confident	of	this,	I	will	see	the	goodness	of	the	Lord	in	the	land	of	
the	living.	Wait	for	the	Lord,	be	strong	and	take	heart	and	wait	for	the	Lord.”	

And	what	I	love	about	the	Hebrew	language	is	when	my	head	is	too	thick	to	get	
something	it	spells	it	out	twice.	So	at	the	end	of	this	Psalm,	he	like,	‘wait	for	the	Lord.	
His	goodness.’	So	I’m	going	ok,	his	goodness.	He	says	no	no	no,	I	said	wait	for	the	
Lord.	Don’t	miss	this,	for	emphasis,	“wait	for	the	Lord.”	Now	what	I	see	in	David’s	
words	is	that	David	got	through	the	waiting	because	of	what	he	was	believing.	And	I	
believe	that	waiting	today	on	answers	is	all	about	what	you	believe.	That	your	
theology,	that	is	what	you	believe	about	God,	who	you	believe	God	to	be,	is	the	
secret	to	waiting	on	God	to	show	up.	Because	when	I	bring	the	accusation	at	God	
that	he	doesn’t	answer,	he	hasn’t	answered,	he	hasn’t	fixed	it,	he	hasn’t	done	it	on	
my	time	table,	what	I’m	ultimately	saying	is	that	somehow	God’s	knowledge	or	
perspective	or	plan	is	not	quite	as	good	as	my	knowledge	or	perspective	or	plan.	But	
if	my	beliefs	about	God	are	correct,	that	he’s	sovereign,	that	he’s	all-knowing,	that	
he’s	all-powerful,	that	he’s	always	good,	that	he’s	loving,	that	he’s	kind,	that	he’s	
grace-filled…	when	I	have	a	good	theology	about	God	and	when	I	believe	everything	
the	Scriptures	tell	me	about	who	he	is,	it	gets	me	through	the	waiting.		
	
David	even	says,	“I	will	see	the	goodness	of	the	Lord	in	the	land	of	the	living.”	Now	
what	I	find	interesting	is	how	we,	as	New	Testament	people,	a	couple	thousand	
years	after	Jesus	read	the	Old	Testament.	Because	when	I	hear	that,	we	think	of	the	
land	of	the	living	oftentimes	as	heaven.	“The	land	of	the	living	–	that’s	where	
everyone	lives	eternally.”	And	that	sounds	good,	and	there’s	certainly	a	lot	of	
Scriptural	precedent	for	believing	that	some	of	the	things	God’s	gonna	work	out,	he’s	
not	gonna	work	out	here,	he’s	gonna	work	out	there.	That’s	true.	There	are	lots	of	
promises	of	what	God’s	gonna	do	in	your	life	and	if	someone	preaches	to	you	or	
promises	you	that	God’s	will	for	you	is	always	nothing	but	prosperity	and	peace	and	
for	this	life,	and	not	counting	heaven	–	then	just	skip	that,	bypass	that,	that’s	not	
rooted	in	truth.		
	
But	at	the	same	time,	what	David	was	talking	about	was	actually	not	heaven.	David	
was	talking	about	the	land	of	the	living	here.	See,	we	believe	in	something	called	
progressive	revelation.	Now	all	that	means	is	that	God	reveals	more	of	himself	over	
time.	So	Abraham	didn’t	know	as	much	about	God	as	Paul	did.	Because	Paul	is	
building	on	what	Abraham	saw	and	he’s	receiving	this	revelation	of	what	God	is	
doing	in	this	New	Testament	era.	So	as	you	go	from	Genesis	to	Revelation,	you	get	
more	about	God	and	more	about	God	and	more	about	God.		
	
So	for	King	David,	very	little	had	been	written	about	heaven	and	hell.	The	early	
saints	and	prophets	and	writers	very	rarely	talked	about	eternity	in	terms	of	heaven	
and	hell.	What	they	talked	a	lot	about	was	the	land	of	the	living	versus	the	place	of	
the	dead.	And	so	David	is	saying,	“I	will	see	the	goodness	of	God	before	I	die.”	He’s	
saying	“I	will	see	the	goodness	of	God	in	this	life.”	Now	that	doesn’t	mean	he’s	saying	
ALL	my	circumstances	are	going	to	go	just	the	way	I	want	them	to	before	I	die.	What	
he’s	saying	is,	I’ll	see	the	goodness	of	God.	It	will	be	proven	to	me	that	God’s	
character	is	impeccable	in	this	life.	I	don’t	have	to	wait	for	the	grave	to	see	that,	I	can	



see	that	now,	I	can	see	that	here,	I	can	see	that	today	in	my	life	while	I	am	waiting	on	
answers.	So	what	I	want	to	do	is	take	David’s	belief	about	God,	I	want	to	just	break	it	
down,	I	want	to	equip	you	today.	That	if	you’re	in	a	season	of	waiting,	and	if	you’re	
not	right	now,	you	will	be.	Just	wait.	You	can	wait	now	or	you	can	wait	until	you	
have	to	wait	but	waiting	is	part	of	life,	it’s	part	of	the	Christian	life,	so	you’re	gonna	
need	this,	ok?		
	
Two	things	to	believe,	to	believe	solidly	while	you	wait.	Number	one	is	this:	
Because	God	is	good,	he	will	always	do	what	is	best.	When	I	say	God	is	good,	I	
don’t	just	mean	that	he’s	nice.	When	we	think	of	the	word	“good”	as	“nice.”	Good	–	
you	know,	he’s	holy	so	he’s	not	gonna	do	something	sinful.	He’s	righteous,	so	he’s	
going	to	do	things	that	are	in	line	with	the	character	of	God.	He’s	a	God	of	justice,	so	
he’ll	bring	about	justice.	He’s	a	God	of	love,	so	he’ll	care	for	those	who	are	oppressed.	
All	of	those	things	are	wrapped	up	in	the	goodness	of	God.	So	I	believe,	while	I’m	
waiting,	that	because	god	is	good,	he’ll	always	do	what	is	best.		
	
The	problem	is	I	want	him	to	do	what	I	think	is	best.	I	want	him	to	do	the	things	that	
I	believe	are	best	for	me.	That	make	me	feel	the	best,	that	give	me	the	best	right	
now.	And	God’s	perspective	on	what’s	best	and	my	perspective	on	what’s	best	are	
often	two	different	things.		
	
I	learned	this	in	childhood.	I	suffered	certain	unnamed	consequences	for	certain	
unnamed	behaviors	that	may	or	may	not	have	been	guilty	of	on	my	part.	I’m	just	
pleading	the	fifth	here,	but	some	of	those	consequences	might	have	come,	MIGHT	
have	come	with	phrases	like,	“This	hurts	me	more	than	it	hurts	you.”	Any	of	you	
ever	hear	that?	Or,	my	favorite,	“this	is	for	your	own	good.”	“Really?	Cause	it	hurts.	It	
doesn’t	feel	very	good.”	But	out	of	that	discipline	came	this	learning	experience,	
right?		
	
And	so	you	and	I,	when	it	comes	to	walking	through	things	like	chastisement,	and	it	
says	in	the	New	Testament	God	loves	you	like	a	child,	there	are	times	when	he	will	
bring	you	back	into	line	and	it	won’t	feel	gentle.	It	will	feel	painful.	But	it’s	his	way	of	
teaching	you	and	correcting	you	and	guiding	you	and	as	we	walk	through	painful	
things,	as	far	as	I’m	concerned	as	an	American	living	in	2020,	anything	painful	or	
uncomfortable	or	difficult	can’t	be	good,	it	can’t	be	for	the	best,	it	can’t	be	from	God.	
And	yet	God	would	say	I’m	gonna	do	what’s	best	for	you.	Even	when	you	can’t	see	
why	it’s	the	best.	Even	when	you	can’t	see	what	I’m	doing	behind	the	scenes.	And	so	
from	his	perspective	on	best	and	my	perspective	on	best	are	two	very	different	
things.		
	
And	the	second	big	truth	I	want	you	to	believe	and	we,ll	talk	about	these	together,	
and	they	go	together,	but	the	second	big	truth	is	this:	Because	God	is	good,	his	
timing	is	best.	What	God	DOES	is	best	because	he’s	good	and	WHEN	he	chooses	to	
do	it	is	best.	His	timing	is	best.	And	this	is	sometimes	harder	for	me	to	embrace	than	
the	first	truth.	But	these	are	the	two	core	beliefs	that	get	me	through	seasons	of	
waiting.	Because	a	lot	of	times,	I’m	looking	for	an	explanation	from	God.	I	wanna	



know	why	I	have	an	idea	of	what	is	best	and	God	did	something	else	and	if	he	never	
tells	me	why,	I’m	left	to	wonder:	Is	God	really	good?	Because	God	has	already	said	to	
Job,	you	know,	when	you	read	the	book	of	Job	in	the	Old	Testament,	and	he	goes	
through	all	these	things	and	he	loses	all	these	things	and	he	gets	down	to	the	end	of	
it	and	he’s	like,	“Why	God?	Why	is	this	happening?”	And	God’s	answer	to	him	is,	“I’m	
God.	And	you’re	ok	now.”	And	Job	goes,	“ok.	All	right.	I	didn’t	get	the	explanation	I	
was	hoping	for,	but	I	will	praise	you.	I	will	yet	praise	you.”		
	
And	so	I’m	not	always	gonna	know	why	God	did	what	he	did,	I	don’t	always	know	
why	God	thinks	the	way	he	does	about	my	circumstances,	I	don’t	know	why	he	
didn’t	just	fix	that,	patch	that	up,	or	make	that	happen,	or	change	that	person’s	mind,	
or	just	plop	some	money	in	my	account,	or	just	fix	my	health	issues,	or	just	take	it	
away.	That’s	what	I	want,	that’s	what	I	desire,	and	then	sometimes	God	lets	me	
linger	in	uncomfortable	places.	Sometimes	I	feel	loneliness,	sometimes	I	feel	the	
darkness,	sometimes	I	feel	the	heaviness.			
	
And	I’ve	learned	I	don’t	like	heavy.	I	will	run	from	it.	My	tendency	is	to	bolt	when	
things	are	heaving,	when	things	are	hard,	when	things	are	dark.	And	yet	it’s	it’s	right	
there	in	that	darkness	and	hardness	and	heaviness	that	God	will	grow	me	and	use	
the	waiting	to	teach	me	something.	I	gotta	continue	to	believe	that	his	perspective	is	
different	than	mine.	
	
How	many	of	you	watch	the	Superbowl?	I’m	not	asking	about	half-time,	ok?	Just	–	
the	game.	What	cracks	me	up	about	watching	a	football	game	or	a	basketball	game	is	
that	the	referees,	the	umpires,	the	officials	on	the	field	or	the	court,	they	have	a	
certain	perspective,	right?	They’re	running	up	and	down	the	court	next	to	the	
players	and	they’ve	got	their	eye	on	is	that	ball	touching	the	line	or	is	it	inside	the	
line,	do	they	double	dribble	or	not….	And	theses	officials	do	this	for	a	living,	they’re	
highly	trained	and	they’re	watching	very	closely.	BUT,	there	are	times	when	my	
perspective	from	my	recliner	is	somehow	way	smarter	than	what	those	guys	see.	
And	granted,	they	do	sometimes	make	mistakes.	Some	of	you	are	passionate	about	
that	and	I	want	to	respect	that,	yes,	sometimes	they	make	mistakes,	but	I’ll	never	
actually	have	the	perspective	that	the	umpire	or	the	referee	or	the	official	on	the	
field	is	able	to	have	from	my	Lazyboy.	I	don’t	have	the	training,	I	don’t	do	this	all	the	
time,	I	don’t	do	this	for	a	living,	he’s	got	a	better	perspective	than	I	do.	Sometimes	
they	reverse	their	calls	and	admit	they’re	wrong,	and	we	lose	–	some	of	you	might	
lose	money.	And	we	even	say	“that	ref	is	blind!”	Do	you	know	they	technically	don’t	
hire	refs	who	cannot	literally	see	the	ball.	But	we	say	it	because	my	perspective	is	so	
much	better	than	his.		
	
And	we	do	this	with	God	too.	I	go,	“God,	this	hurts	and	I	can	see	that	I’m	out	of	
money,	or	I’m	out	of	time,	or	this	relationship	isn’t	going	well,	or	–	I	can	see,	God,	
this	is	going	nowhere	good.	This	is	gonna	hurt,	this	is	gonna	be	bad,	becaue	of	
course	I	know	tomorrow	right?”	I’ve	never	been	able	to	predict	tomorrow,	not	once	
have	I	been	able	to	predict	tomorrow.	I	can’t	predict	this	afternoon.	I	mean,	I	can	try	
–	I	predict	I’ll	take	a	nap,	but	you	never	know	on	a	Sunday,	right?		



	
So	I	don’t	KNOW,	God	KNOWS.	He	knows	the	future	and	the	past,	partly	because	he	
started	the	clock,	he’ll	stop	the	clock,	time	is	his	to	govern.	He	is	outside	of	it,	he	is	
not	subject	to	it,	God	never	looks	at	his	watch	and	goes,	“I	don’t	know,	this	is	really	
taking	a	while.”	God	is	outside	of	time,	he’s	sovereign,	he’s	creator	of	all	things,	so	
his	perspective	is	timeless.	So	if	you	wanna	know	what’s	best,	you	gotta	consult	the	
One	who	knows	how	this	is	gonna	wind	up	tomorrow	or	a	year	from	now	or	at	the	
end	of	your	life.	He	already	knows.	So	he’s	got	this	time	perspective.		
	
He’s	also	got	the	perspective	in	which	he	sees	multiple	people.	I	can	tell	you	that	I	
think	I	know	a	lot	about	my	wife	and	I	think	I	know	a	lot	about	my	kids,	but	I	am	
proven	often	that	I	don’t	know	as	much	as	I	thought	I	did.	That	I	make	assumptions	
that	are	wrong.	I	don’t	even	always	know	me	as	well	as	I	think	I	do.	I	think	I	know	
my	faults,	I	think	I	know	the	things	I	tend	to	get	wrong,	and	yet	I	still	sometimes	
make	boneheaded	decisions	in	the	moment	and	I	look	back	and	go,	“Man,	why	didn’t	
I	think	better	in	that?”	So	I	don’t	always	know	everyone.	But	in	my	situation,	God	
knows	me	and	everything	about	my	life,	and	the	people	around	me.	He	knows	my	
wife	and	my	kids	and	he	loves	all	of	us,	he	knows	all	of	us,	he	relates	to	all	of	us,	and	
so	his	perspective	is	not	only	timeless,	his	perspective	includes	everyone.	His	
perspective	includes	my	kids	and	my	grandkids.	It	includes	people	down	the	line,	
generations	from	me.	It	includes	people	that	I	don’t	even	know	yet.		
	
And	you	can	see	that	in	Scripture,	that	God	will	make	a	promise	to	one	generation	
and	three	or	four	or	five	or	twenty	generations	later,	something	happens	and	God	
says,	“I	told	you.”	He	knows	what’s	coming.	He	knows	the	whole	generational	cycle	
ahead	of	me.	He	knows	all	of	that.	I	will	never	have	God’s	perspective.	I’ll	never	have	
his	perspective.		
	
So	I’ve	got	a	choice.	When	I’m	waiting,	I	can	trust	in	me	or	I	can	trust	in	God.	When	I	
trust	in	me,	I	am	working	on	a	limited	perspective.	I	don’t	know	what’s	next,	I	don’t	
know	how	it	turns	out,	I	don’t	know	how	this	is	gonna	go,	I	can’t	insightfully	see	
perfectly	into	everyone’s	heart	who’s	involved	in	the	situation,	all	I	see	are	the	
things	I	either	like	or	don’t	like	based	on	my	perspective.	Or	I	can	trust	the	one	who	
knows	tomorrow	and	every	day	past	it,	who	knows	the	future	and	eternity,	I	can	
trust	the	one	who’s	in	full	control,	I	can	trust	the	one	who	saw	our	plight	and	got	
involved	and	Jesus	came	and	died	for	our	sins.	I	can	trust	the	one	who	paid	for	my	
sins	and	paved	the	way	for	me	to	live	with	him	for	all	eternity,	I	can	trust	in	him	and	
follow	him	or	I	can	trust	myself.	That’s	my	choice.	But	waiting	is	a	matter	of	
switching	trust	from	me	to	him.	It’s	a	matter	of	believing	that	he’s	good	enough	
that’s	he’s	gonna	do	the	right	thing	every	time.	And	he’s	good	enough	that	his	timing	
is	always	going	to	be	the	best.		
	
And	I	know	that	waiting	is	hard.	Waiting	on	a	pizza’s	one	thing,	but	waiting	on	a	
child,	or	a	spouse,	or	a	job,	or	an	education	to	be	completed,	that’s	different.	I	look	
back	to	when	we	had	our	Ella,	and	she’s	looking	at	colleges	–	that’s	where	we’re	at	
with	her	–	and	then	we	had	our	little	boys	but	there	was	this	gap	between	the	two.	I	



remember	wanting	so	badly,	both	of	us,	Angie	and	I,	just	our	hearts	breaking	over	
wanting	to	have	a	second	child.	So	we	tried.	And	month	after	month	after	month	
would	go	by	and	it	was	negative	test	after	negative	test	after	negative	test.	And	in	
the	middle	of	that,	we	got	our	hopes	up	because	there	was	a	pregnancy	and	we	lost	
that	pregnancy.	It	was	another	month	and	another	month	and	another	month	and	it	
just	kept	going	by	and	seven	years	went	by	and	forty	trips	to	Tulsa	and	back	to	ask	
some	doctors	“What’s	going	on?”	and	“How	can	we	be	helped?”	and	after	the	end	of	
that	seven	years,	our	precious	little	Sam	comes	into	the	world.	Now,	the	funny	
things	is,	is	for	the	last	couple	of	years,	we’ve	gotten	to	have	a	built-in	babysitter.		
Like,	my	daughter	and	my	wife	are	the	two	best	parents	in	our	home.	I	wouldn’t	
have	known	that,	I	wouldn’t	have	chosen	that	path,	I’d	have	done	it	a	little	sooner,	
right?	And	then	after	we	had	Sam,	and	we’d	waited	all	those	years	and	made	all	
those	trips	we	thought	man,	that	was	SO	HARD.	We’re	just	so	thankful	for	this	
second	child	and	we’re	just	gonna	be	thankful	for	this,	and	then	one	day	a	few	years	
later	Angie	comes	out	in	the	garage	a	few	years	later	and	is	waving	another	stick	
around	and	I’m	like,	“ok.	Lets’	go	for	three.”	So	here	we	are	with	three,	but	I	
remember,	man,	the	waiting	was	so	hard.		
	
The	waiting	was	heavy.	The	waiting	was	filled	with	questioning	why,	God?	We	never	
questioned	that	he	existed	or	that	he	was	who	He	was	in	Scripture,	but	man,	we	
were	really	questioning	how	much	he	liked	us.	We	were	really	questioning	whether	
he	was	hearing	us.	Whether	he	cared	to	answer.	And	in	the	middle	of	those	years,	it	
got	really	really	hard.	And	I	wanna	be	careful	here	to	be	very	clear	–	I	don’t	believe	
God	always	answers	our	prayers	in	the	way	we	would	like.	I	know	couples	that	have	
struggled	with	infertility	for	decades	and	have	kind	of	passed	that	point	medically,	
and	God	chose	for	whatever	reason	not	to	answer	in	that	same	way.	I	know	other	
couples	who’ve	adopted	or	gone	a	different	direction,	so	I	don’t	believe	God	always	
gives	us	the	answer	I’m	looking	for	in	the	timing	I’m	looking	for.		
	
What	I	know	is	that	he’s	always	worth	waiting	for.	That	what	God	is	up	to	in	your	life	
is	always	worth	waiting	for.	I	shared	something	on	Instagram	this	morning	and	my	
friend,	Ron	Edmunson,	who’s	apparently	preaching	on	the	same	thing	today,	he	just	
commented	“God	never	wastes	a	wait.”	I	love	that.	I’m	like,	Ron,	I	wish	I’d	come	up	
with	that,	but	I’m	gonna	tell	them	“my	friend	Ron	says…”	What	God	wants	to	do	in	
your	life	is	always	worth	waiting	for.	It’s	always	best.	
	
So,	I	can	do	things	my	way,	and	I	can	sometimes	get	happy	results	for	the	moment	or	
I	can	trust	God	and	keep	eternity	in	view	and	I	can	become	what	he	wants	me	to	
become.	And	that’s	where	I	want	to	land	this	plane	today,	is	to	remind	you	that	
waiting	is	a	tool	in	God’s	hands.	Waiting	does	not	mean	nothing	is	happening.	
Waiting	doesn’t	mean	God	went	to	sleep,	or	God	doesn’t	care,	or	God	checked	out.	
Waiting	means	God	is	growing	you	while	holding	the	answer	that	you’re	looking	for.	
That	God	is	teaching	you	something.	That	in	the	middle	of	waiting,	that’s	where	you	
learn	to	be	patient.	That	in	the	middle	of	waiting,	that’s	where	you	learn	to	not	settle	
for	something	that’s	along	the	way.	It’s	in	the	waiting	that	you	learn	to	strive	for	
God’s	best	and	to	hang	on.	It’s	in	the	waiting	that	you	learn	to	get	through	tough,	



hard	circumstances.	It’s	in	the	waiting.	It’s	when	the	economy	is	down	more	than	
you	thought	it’d	be,	it’s	when	the	layoff	lasted	longer	than	you	thought	it	would	last,	
it’s	when	you	don’t	find	that	spouse	that	you	feel	is	going	to	come	into	your	life	and	
solve	everything.	I	
	
t’s	in	those	moments	that	you	learn	that	maybe	I	don’t	need	what	I	thought	I	needed.	
Maybe	I	don’t	need	who	I	thought	I	needed,	this	person	to	crystalize	out	of	the	blue.	
Maybe	I	needed	something	else	and	now	I’m	starting	to	learn	it.	So	the	whole	time	
you’re	waiting,	if	you’re	trusting	God	and	going,	“God,	this	is	hard.	I	can	barely	hang	
on,	I	don’t	know	where	you’re	at.”	And	yet	God	keeps	just	moving	you	along	and	
drawing	you	into	that	relationship,	there	you	learn	to	get	close	to	him	and	to	trust	
him	and	to	follow	him	and	to	just	believe	that	he	has	your	best	in	mind.	
	
David	gets	down	to	the	end	of	those	verses	and	he	says,	“I	remain	CONFIDENT	of	
this:	I	WILL	see	the	goodness	of	the	Lord	in	the	land	of	the	living.	Wait	for	the	Lord.	
Be	strong	and	take	heart	and	wait	for	the	Lord.”	
	
So	in	your	season	of	waiting,	you	might	need	to	just	take	those	two	verses	and	just	
put	them	on	a	card	somewhere	and	stick	them	on	your	bathroom	mirror	so	you	see	
them	every	day,	but	you	remember	that	God’s	word	says	stay	strong.	Keep	waiting.	
Keep	waiting,	God	is	working	behind	the	scenes,	he’s	working	on	his	answer,	and	his	
answer	will	be	better	than	yours,	his	timing	will	be	better	than	yours,	just	trust	him.	
Just	trust	him.		
	
And	here’s	this	last	word	to	inspire	you:	Jesus	practiced	this.	Jesus	went	to	the	cross.	
Jesus	suffered	on	the	cross.	He	died	on	the	cross.	He	was	rejected	and	nailed	to	a	
cross	because	of	the	sins	of	other	people,	because	of	my	sins.	He	died	for	me	on	the	
cross.	And	so	why	would	he	endure	that,	why	would	he	go	through	that	cross,	why	
would	he	wait	all	that	time?	Because	Scripture	says	for	the	joy	set	before	him,	for	
the	moment	of	resurrection	and	reigning	and	victory	and	ruling	and	peace	over	his	
kingdom,	for	that	joy	set	before	him	he	endured	the	cross.		
	
The	Scripture	is	a	book	of	waiting.	Abraham	and	Sarah	are	told,	“You’re	going	to	
have	a	child.	In	fact,	I’m	going	to	name	you	‘Father	of	many	nations.’”	And	then	
fifteen	years	go	by,	and	he	doesn’t	have	any	kids.	And	he	walks	into	the	local	Casey’s	
and	they’re	like,	“Hey,	what’s	your	name?”	“Father	of	many	nations.”	And	he	knows	
what’s	coming.	“How	many	kids	you	got?”	“None.	Just	give	me	my	gas	and	leave	me	
alone.”	And	then	God	comes	through,	right?	
	
On	down	–	Joseph	is	–	God	tells	him	“your	brothers	are	going	to	bow	down	to	you”	
and	he’s	like	this	is	great!	So	he	tells	his	brothers	–	what	was	he	thinking?	So	they	
threw	him	in	a	pit	and	sold	him	into	slavery.	He	winds	up	in	prison	for	something	he	
did	not	do	in	a	land	far	away.	But,	he	meets	a	cupbearer	and	he	meets	a	baker,	and	
he	sorts	out	their	problems,	and	the	cupbearer	says,	“Hey.	I’m	gonna	talk	to	Pharoah	
about	you.”	Joseph	goes,	“this	is	my	moment!”	But	the	very	next	verse	says,	“two	



years	later.”	Two	years	later	the	cupbearer	goes	oh!	Pharoah,	by	the	way,	I	forgot	to	
mention,	I	know	a	guy.	So	he	brings	Joseph	up.	
Over	and	over,	all	through	Scripture,	you	get	down	to	Micah	who	says	you’re	going	
to	have	a	Messiah	and	he’s	going	to	be	born	in	Bethlehem.	Isaiah	says	he’s	going	to	
be	born	of	a	virgin.	And	you	have	this	promise	that	the	Messiah’s	coming,	he’s	
coming,	he’s	coming!	And	then	Malachi	closes	and	you	get	400	silent	years.	And	then	
Mary	comes,	she	finds	out	she’s	pregnant,	she	sings	a	song,	and	she	sings,	“We’ve	
been	waiting.	And	our	hope	is	here.”		
	
And	then	Jesus,	he	dies	on	the	cross	for	our	sins,	he	rises	again,	and	he	tells	the	
apostles,	he	says,	“It’s	finally	time.	You’re	gonna	go	take	the	world!”	You’re	gonna	
tell	everyone	about	me.	Every	nation,	every	people,	you	got	work	to	do,	you	gotta	
spread	the	love	and	spread	my	truth	and	theyr’e	going	“yes!	Gives	us	instructions!	
When	do	we	start?	We’re	ready!”	And	Jesus,	just	before	he	ascends	back	to	the	
father,	he	says,	ok,	are	you	guys	ready?	And	they’re	going	yeah!	We’re	gonna	come	
running	out	of	the	tunnel	and	go	take	on	the	world!	And	Jesus	goes,	ok	wait.	Wait	in	
Jerusalem	more	days	than	you	expected	to.	Because	I’m	about	to	empower	you,	you	
need	that.	Wait.		
	
And	the	New	Testament	closes	with	this	promise	that	the	king	is	coming	back.	He’s	
coming	back,	but	he’s	not	here	yet.	He’s	gonna	fix	it	all	but	it’s	not	fixed	yet.	He’s	
gonna	take	care	of	the	pain	but	the	pain	is	still	with	me.	He’s	gonna	wipe	out	the	
injustice	but	it’s	still	all	around	us.	He’s	gonna	put	an	end	to	oppression	and	poverty	
and	hunger	and	sickness	and	all	of	those	things,	but	right	now	we’re	still	witnessing	
them	and	suffering	them	and	observing	them,	and	where	is	he?	And	Peter	answered	
that	question	in	one	of	the	last	books	of	the	Bible.	He	says	he’s	waiting	because	he’s	
patiently	waiting	for	more	people	to	come	to	know	him.	So	when	that	skeptic	looks	
at	you	and	says,	“Jesus	is	coming,	where	is	he?”	You	get	to	look	at	them	and	go,	“He’s	
waiting	on	you.”	He’s	patiently	waiting	because	he	wants	his	family	a	little	larger.	He	
wants	you	in	it.	He’s	waiting,	we’re	waiting.		
	
I	KNOW	Jesus	will	fix	it	all.	I	KNOW	he	will	do	the	right	thing.	I	KNOW	that	the	judge	
of	all	the	earth	wins.	I	KNOW	that	he	will	put	down	everything	that	tries	to	take	
authority	against	God.	He	will	defeat	every	bit	of	it.	It’s	as	good	as	defeated	because	
Jesus	is	alive,	but	then	we	watch	the	story	wrap	up	at	the	end	of	time	and	God	wins	
and	we	KNOW	it.	He	knows	what’s	best,	his	timing	is	best,	it’s	just	a	matter	of	will	
you	trust	him	while	you	wait.	


