
 

What Good Is the Church? 
Church. For Good. Week Two 

 
Is the church “good”? I believe so with everything in me, but a lot of people have 
different feelings.  
 
The church has done some things well in history, and we’ve done some things 
poorly. Ultimately the church is like a micro-illustration of what the Christian life is 
like. When we’re surrendered to the power and influence of the Holy Spirit, we do 
beautiful things. And when we’re governed by pride and selfishness and the flesh, 
we can really make a mess.   
 
We’re never quite where we need to be - we’re a work in progress. But when the 
church is working well… 
 
Acts 2:42-47 NLT 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to 
fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper ), and to prayer. A 
deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and 
shared everything they had.  

They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in 
need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the 
Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity — all the while 
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord 
added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
 

● People brought their hurting, broken loved ones TO the gathered church. 
● The church influenced cities for good, like Samaria. 
● The church filtered out into the culture and filled the region with good news. 

 

If Jesus is good for the world (and he is), and we are now his 
hands and feet in the world (and we are), then the church has 
the potential to be very, very good for the world! 
 



 

Matthew 9:35-38 NLT 
Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the 

synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed 
every kind of disease and illness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the 
Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. 
 
Notice, in this passage, that Jesus carries out three essential tasks: 
 

● Teaching. 
● Preaching. 
● Healing. 

 
Jesus’ ministry was both deeply spiritual and highly practical. He shared the 
life-changing good news with people while also meeting real needs, out of love. 
 

We are good for the world when we love people like the 
Father loves them, healing and teaching like Jesus healed and 
taught, while depending on the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
I want to go back to a passage we looked at the last message about how we’re 
going to carry this out - how we’re ultimately going to be at our very best for the 
world around us... 
 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 NLT 

So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one 
time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we 
know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new 
person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through 
Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. For God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against 
them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we 



 

plead, “Come back to God!” For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin,  so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
 

We are ambassadors on Christ’s behalf and have the message 
of hope - the gospel - that the whole world needs to hear.  
 
God is drawing humanity back to himself through us! 
 
In other words, we will be good for the world when we live out our calling as 
ambassadors, as agents of King Jesus! 
 
So be an ambassador! Be an agent... 
 

● Be an agent of healing in a world of sickness. 
● Be an agent of reconciliation in a world of division. 
● Be an agent of truth in a world of error. 
● Be an agent of grace in a world of condemnation. 
● Be an agent of freedom in a world of bondage. 
● Be an agent of joy in a world of sorrow. 
● Be an agent of peace in a world of conflict. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


