
This transcript was exported on Nov 17, 2019 - view latest version here.

How to Receive God's Outpouring (Completed  11/15/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 1 of 11

Good morning, Grace Hills.

Good morning.

It's like a really good day out there to be alive, amen? To be a northwest Arkansan, or a western 
Kentuckian, either way, just ... You got to understand, I'm a Western Kentucky Hill Topper, I've waited 
years for this kind of ... but, I am expressing sympathy.

Anyways, I'm glad you're here for this second part of Overflow. Last week, we kind of started out, for 
those of you that don't know what I'm talking about, it's better off, okay? The second week of Overflow, 
we talked last week about the goodness of God, and God is really, really good. Amen? And how he is 
willing, out of his goodness, to pour himself into our lives. To pour his grace, to pour his mercy, to pour 
his joy, his confidence into us, to give us what we need to live through this life, that he's an inexhaustible 
source of all that you and I will ever need in our life.

So we started out this series talking about that. Today, what I want to do is get a little more practical 
and talk about how it is that you receive God's outpouring. Now over the next four weeks, after today, 
we're going to talk about what it is that overflows out of my life. That when God has filled me, when 
God has fulfilled me, what is it that overflows out of that to make a difference in my family and my 
neighborhood and my community. So we're going to talk about gratitude, we're going to talk about 
generosity, we're going to talk about joy and confidence. We're going to talk about several issues that 
ought to overflow out of my relationship with God into the community around me. So people take note, 
and they say, "Something is different about guy, he seems full. He seems fulfilled."

And so that's where we're going over the next four weeks, but today I want to talk about how it is that 
you receive from God. But before I do, I want to ask you to pray about something as a church family. If 
you're part of Grace Hills long term, then I want to challenge you with something. Every year in 
December, we take an offering, a special offering. Last year that offering was like $70,000.00 and it's 
what got us into this building. This year, every December we just sort of ask for everybody to pray 
about, "What could I do that's extra? That's above and beyond?"

Because we sat down last week as a staff, and we spread out a big calendar of all of 2020 and we looked 
at what we're going to do. And I'm really excited about some things that we're going to launch. We're 
launching a new monthly Wednesday night service called, "Encounter." It's sort of a night of worship, a 
night to go deeper in our faith and talk about things that are really just sort of deep within us. So we're 
going to do that next year. We're doing 21 Days of Fasting and Prayer. So eat all you want Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, because you know 21 Days of Fasting and Prayer is coming.

There are lots of things ahead in terms of missions and church planting and supporting our community, 
partnering with our school, all kinds of things. And so, every December we take that special offering as 
kind of a bump to help us finish the year strong, start the year well. So, if you're part of Grace Hills and 
God has given you extra to share, feel free to pray about, "How can I give on that particular day?" Okay? 
It's not a give or else we'll kill you kind of thing. We don't do pledges, we don't hunt people down, 
there's no numbered envelope system, we don't take DNA samples. We just ask people to freely give 
out of the grace that God has given to you.
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So keep that in your mind and heart and prayers. And today, in fact, there's a chance to give in a more 
practical way as you leave. The table in the middle is covered in some cards that you can take and buy 
groceries and bring them back in the next week or two. And what we do every year is partner with Grace 
Hill Elementary School, one of the public schools in Rogers just happen to have a name like ours, and we 
partner with them to provide Thanksgiving meals for about 25 or 30 families. So you can pick up a card, 
bring the groceries back, and we will take all of that over there on one particular day and send it home 
with the kids before they break for Thanksgiving.

So, that's just a practical way to get involved today. Okay? I want to talk today a little more about the 
goodness of God, but particularly as it relates to where we're at. I want to talk about how do you 
receive? How do you receive what it is that God wants to pour out? When I say that God wants to pour 
something out, or pour out himself, or pour out his Spirit, I know that depending on your background, 
you might get a different image of what that means. I want to look at it from the angle of, it's language 
that the Bible uses and uses multiple times.

So I want to look at the context of that a little bit and just talk about how is it that God pours himself out 
today. But I want to go back in history a little bit to the very beginning, and talk about a story that 
hopefully if you've been around church long at all you know well, Adam and Eve. God creates the first 
man, the first woman, puts them in the Garden of Eden. And when you think about the origin of 
humanity and you think about where mankind began in our walk with God, most people think about 
Adam and Eve, and we think about the beginning, and we think about the garden, and we immediately 
think about they ate that fruit, they disobeyed God, it plunged us all into sin. And things have been 
wrecked ever since.

And even when you ask someone, "Hey, what is the Gospel?" A lot of us as Christians go, "Well, step 
number one is all have sinned. We're all sinners." And we start there. But in Genesis 1:26 and 27, the 
Bible says he creates man, creates them male and female in his own image. And the very next verse 
says, "And he blessed them." In other words, the way the story begins is with God's intention to bless. It 
doesn't begin with our failure and our fall, that is a part of the story. It's an essential part of the story. 
It's essential to our repentance, to understand the fall and to understand sin.

But that's not where the story begins. It doesn't start with our failure, it starts with God's goodness. It 
starts with his blessing. And so, I want to just share this big truth with you, and then share one to follow 
up with in just a second. But here's the big truth to begin with, God's original plan was to bless the 
people he created for his own purpose and pleasure. So God created you for his purpose and his 
pleasure, and his original plan was to bless you.

Now, please don't misunderstand, I don't believe that God is taken off guard by anything that happened 
in the Garden of Eden. I don't think he was caught by surprise. I don't think Adam and Eve ate the fruit 
and God goes, "Oh man, I didn't see this coming." He's God. And so his redemptive plan is forever. The 
Bible describes Jesus as the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. So I'm not saying that God 
had a plan and it got wrecked by man, and now he comes up with a new plan. I just simply mean that 
the way God relates to people is he started out relating to us through blessing. And we sinned, we 
disobeyed, we rebelled, and we lost that blessing. Okay? We lost at least the full experience and 
enjoyment of that blessing when we sinned.
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So, all of history and all of biblical history, as you read from Genesis on through the end of the book, is 
the unfolding of the plan of redemption. That God wants to save us back to himself, right? He wants to 
restore what was broken, he wants us to know him again when fellowship is lost. And so it's the 
unfolding of the plan of the plan of redemption that culminates with the coming of Jesus as God on 
earth. And he goes to the cross, he dies for the sins of mankind, he rises again, and the New Testament 
unveils the full understanding for us that when you place your faith in Christ, your sins are forgiven, you 
are made brand new, and you're restored in your walk.

And then here's the follow up truth that goes along with that, God's redemptive plan is still to bless you. 
What I mean is, he didn't just give his Son, Jesus, so that we could go and do something religious and 
check a box or sign a form or walk forward in a stadium or a church somewhere and say a prayer and 
then we're good. You know? His plan was not just that we are kind of safe for eternity, that we've gotten 
... it's like a get of hell card. That's not what he intended for our faith to be. He always intended for our 
faith to be full and rich and ongoing and developing and growing. For me to become more like Jesus, for 
my character to grow, my integrity to improve, all those things. That I go deeper, stronger, broader in 
my life. That's been God's plan.

So in other words, his plan is not just to save our necks, his plan has always been to bless us, to give us 
his fullness, to grow us, to walk with us, to show us things that we haven't even begun to imagine yet. So 
that's always been God's redemptive plan. His original plan was to bless, his redemptive plan is to bless.

And the New Testament echoes this. In Romans 4:7, the Bible says this, "Blessed and happy and favored 
are those whose lawless acts have been forgiven. And whose sins have been covered up and completely 
buried. Blessed and happy and favored is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account nor 
charge against him." So in the freeing from the guilt of my sin, and the forgiveness and washing away 
and cleansing of my sin, of when the penalty is removed from my life because of what Jesus did in my 
place, also coming with that is blessing and favor and the fullness and the joy of God.

Passage we looked at last week says that he wants to pour into your life to the full measure of the 
fullness of God. So he gives himself completely to us. God invests himself entirely into the relationship 
that he has with us. And asks and gives us the opportunity to do the very same thing, to invest ourself 
fully in the relationship I have with God. So we're going to unpack that a little bit.

But I want to go back to the terminology of God pouring himself out for a second, because there is a 
moment in history that's kind of a key moment, especially for the church, that a lot of us miss or 
misunderstand. Just to give you the context, when Jesus rose again and ascended back to heaven, the 
apostles the disciples, the original 12 or 11 at this point because Judas is gone. They replaced Judas with 
Matthias, and so the 12 of them are gathered in an upper room and they're waiting. And Jesus told 
them, "I want you to wait. Wait for the promise of the Father."

And so on a particular day, we refer to it in retrospect as the Day of Pentecost, on that day in history, 
the church gathered and God's Spirit came upon the church and empowered the church in a way they 
had never experienced before. Miraculous things occurred that day. People who had traveled from all 
over the Mediterranean world back to their Jewish roots were hearing the Gospel, the good news of 
Jesus Christ, in their own languages and dialects by people who didn't necessarily know those languages 
and dialects. And so there's this miraculous occurrence on that day. It's the kick off of this church age 
that began that day, this fantastic thing that happened.
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And so, Peter, he understood what was going on in the crowd that day because it got a little 
unbelievable. This miraculous thing occurs and when miracles occur in crowds, we all have a tendency to 
be a little bit skeptical. And so in their skepticism, people from those other places started to say, "These 
guys are drunk. This is some kind of weird party going on. Honey, get the kids, pull the mini van up." 
That's how people were starting to think.

And so, Peter stands up and he says, "Let me explain, let me explain." And he says, "Hundreds of years 
ago, there was a prophet named Joel, who saw this day coming. And today, today, the Day of Pentecost, 
is the beginning of the fulfillment of what Joel prophesied." And so he quotes Joel.

I want to read that passage for us in Acts 2:17, Peter has stood up, and he says, "Here is what's going 
on." Okay? "In the last days," God says in Acts 2:17, "In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
and they will prophesy."

Now, what I want you to catch about this verse is a couple of things that we sometimes miss or mistake. 
First is when he says, "In the last days." When I hear the phrase, "last days," when you hear, "the last 
days," a certain image might come to your mind, and I can almost guarantee that the movie that plays in 
your mind stars Nicolas Cage. When you hear, "last days," you think the sky is falling at this point, we're 
all being attacked by some kind of locust, like weird stuff is going on that I sort of skimmed over in the 
book of Revelation. It's all coming down, right? The last days.

My grandmother used to talk about, "We're in the last days." And now, I agree with her, but not for the 
reasons that she thought. What Peter was really saying was, today, meaning the Day of Pentecost, the 
last days have begun. So the last day, when you see that phrase in the New Testament, it includes 
everything from the Day of Pentecost until the second coming of Christ.

Now Jesus is coming, and the Bible describes the way the world gets before he comes, yes. But in this 
context, he is saying in this final age, in this last days, in this era, in this New Testament church era, God 
is pouring out his Spirit on his people.

So, he's saying the last days is now. In other words, the year 2019, the year 2020, those are years that, 
as far as ... I don't know about 2020, I should back up and say Jesus could come before the end of the 
third service, right? Not the second probably, but it could be. Anyways, just don't get too comfortable, 
all right? Jesus could come at any moment, but I'm saying that in this present moment in your life, 
whatever it is that you've gone through this week, good, bad, or ugly, or somewhere in between, that 
you're living that in the middle of this span of time called the last days.

What is God doing during these last days? He is pouring out, he is making available the fullness of 
himself in your life by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit inside you. That is the New Testament 
age. And so here we are today. You receive, God gives the Holy Spirit. He gives his fullness.

Now, here's what I want to do today, I want to be really careful to nail something down before I get to 
the seven actions that I'm going to get to in a moment. What I want to do is give you one thing that 
you've got to believe, that you've got to know, and then seven things to do in order to receive the 
pouring out of God's Spirit.
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Now, the reason I'm wording it that way and being ultra careful because I want to make this really clear, 
here's the one thing that you need to know, God's favor, his blessing, his fullness, his favor, is offered 
freely in Christ to anyone who will receive it by faith. His favor is offered freely. What do you have to do 
to get it? Nothing. How much will it cost you to pay for it? Can't go that way. It's offered freely in Christ 
to anyone who will receive it by faith. It comes with the package of salvation.

Now the reason I want to nail that down is because if we're not careful, the seven actions I'm about to 
tell you about in your head will become a means of earning God's fullness and God's favor, and that 
would incorrect theology. We don't earn anything from God. We don't deserve from God, we don't 
suffer to get things from God. Jesus did that for us, right?

So everything that you need in your life, everything God wants to give you, it is already freely yours in 
Christ. Ephesians 1:3 says it this way, "Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm has already been 
lavished upon us as a loved gift from our wonderful heavenly Father." The Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, all because he sees us wrapped up in Christ. This is why we celebrate him with all our hearts.

So everything you need, already yours. Everything that you need to get through life, to be strong, to 
serve, to make a difference, everything that you need to succeed or to thrive or to grow spiritually, 
you've got it all. He's already given it to you and it's free, you don't have to pay to pay for it or earn it. He 
has made it available to you, he's poured it out in your life.

So, nothing I'm about to say is about earning his favor. And the reason I point that is because we'll say 
amen theologically, and then on Tuesday we'll sin or we'll mess up and we'll go, "Oh man, I just lost it all. 
I've got to perform better to impress God, to make him bless me more." And we're missing the point 
when we do that. This is all by grace.

Here's the problem, the problem is that sometimes I am given things that I don't use. I'm given things 
that are available to me, they are mine, they're in my possession, but I don't make use of them. I don't 
think of them in the moment when I need them. They may collect dust on the shelf while I try to work 
really hard without them. People have given me tools over the years, and I go to do some kind of job, 
some really hard job like changing light bulbs or something, and I'm trying to do it all by hand, I don't 
know, think of something bigger like build a, I don't know, house. I'm building a house, I've never built a 
house. But if I were building a ... and I could do it all by hand with just hammers, right? But sitting over 
on the shelf is the tool I need and I'm just not using it.

God's blessing and favor, his fullness, his power, his joy, it's already in your life. But some of us just, we 
don't tune in, we don't think about it. We try it on our own. We go on our own. And so what I want to do 
in these seven ways to receive God's blessing is to kind of give you the assurance that these are not a 
means of earning. These are simply a means of appropriating. This is about positioning myself under the 
outpouring of God. That God is already blessing, I just need to get where he's at.

Okay, one my mentors, Pastor Rick Warren, used to say that church leaders, pastors, should stop praying 
for God to bless what your church is doing and start doing what God wants to bless. And there's a 
difference there. So don't just say, "God, I'm doing all this stuff, please bless it." But instead to say, "God, 
there are things you are blessing, there are things you want to bless, help me to get underneath the 
fountain and just do and be faithful to what you want me to do."
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So, here are they are, in rapid succession, and you can explore each one of these deeper in the 
scriptures and this could be a whole sermon series in and of itself, but number one is this, pray for God's 
outpouring. Now, again, don't misunderstand, this does not mean that if I don't pray, God won't give me 
his outpouring. He's already blessed me, but I need to pray for God's fullness.

I need to pray for God's fullness, why? Because prayer has two sides, it has two angles. And on the one 
side, God receives the praise of my prayer. It delights his ears, it delights his heart when I ask him. 
Because asking him is a way of stretching my faith. If I weren't asking God, I'd be doing it on my own. But 
when I realize I can't do it on my own, I go to God and I ask. And so when I ask him, stretches my faith, it 
honors him, it says something about my belief in him, and so God is honored by that prayer.

But prayer has another side and it's the side in which it's taking place in me, that when I pray and I 
articulate my need and my trust, I am actually reminding myself of my dependence on God as well. That 
when I ask him, I am thinking it, I am intending it, I'm asking God and I'm reminding myself in the asking, 
"I need to trust him for this. He's my go to source about this."

James said sometimes you don't have because you don't ask. And so it's this matter of God having 
established a system of doing certain things on earth, that he says, "I will bless on earth in heavenly way 
in response to prayer. It's just the way I set up the economy," God would say, "I gave you a tool. I'm 
going to do some stuff but you've got to pray for it. When you pray for it, I'll show up and do some 
stuff." And so, you pray for God's outpouring because he responds to that. He longs for that.

And never does God say, "These greedy kids, they're just always asking for more of me." You know? 
That's not how God works. Jesus made it clear, he says he's not the kind of father that, in Jesus' 
terminology, would give you a snake when you're asking for bread. Instead, when you come and say, 
"God, I want your Spirit, I want your fullness, I want more of you," God pours out that more because he 
wants you to have what he is giving you the desire to want to have. Does that make sense? So pray for 
it, pray for it. Pray for the blessing of God. Pray for the fullness of God. Pray for the favor of God on 
where you're journeying with him.

Second is this, work for God's outpouring. Let me stop. I just said we don't work for it, right? Now I'm 
saying we work for it. Well let me clarify, you don't work to earn it like wages, but you work to see the 
fulfillment of it. In other words, God doesn't just go, "Okay, you're a brand new Christian, let me just 
give you full maturity. Here you go." Bam! It doesn't happen that way. Instead he gives you a lifetime to 
work out your salvation, as Paul told the Philippians, with fear and trembling. To develop the fullness of 
your faith, to work it out. That is to put in the sweat equity.

When God brought the people out of Egypt up to the edge of the Promised Land, he told them, 
"Everything you're about to set your foot on I have given you. It's as good as yours, it's my gift to you, 
you take possession of it." And then they just walked in and partied? Right? No, it was battle after 
battle, it was ups and downs and defeats and losses. Does that mean that after all that fighting and all 
that working they get credit for having the land? No. It's a gift from God entirely by grace, but he 
involved them in the achievement of it, in the fulfillment of it, because then their energy is moving 
together and God is saying, "I will favor your work. When you decide to put in the sweat equity, I'm 
going to bless that."
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And so Paul would later say about the church, he would say we build the church, right? We're like 
church builders. And he said in that, we plant, we water, but God alone gives the growth. Okay? So the 
results are 100% of God. I just get the privilege of being involved in the process. So I work for the 
blessing of God. Not in the sense of earning it, but in the sense of participating in it, to see it come to 
pass. It's a privilege to me, a gift to me to get to do that. So work for God's outpouring, work for the 
fulfillment of what God wants to do in your life.

Number three, fight for God's outpouring, fight for it. When you get into Ephesians 6, if you want to 
study this later, Ephesians 6, you'll see that we don't wrestle against flesh and blood, we wrestle instead 
against principalities and powers and forces of wickedness and darkness in high places. And so, God has 
given me everything I need to fight that battle, right? Everything I need is provided to me. He hands me 
the armor, I'm expected however to put it on. I'm expected to take up that shield of faith and the sword 
of the Spirit. I'm expected to suit up every day and go into battle.

And if you're a Christian, if you're a believer, you're in the middle of a war, whether you knew it or not. 
You were reborn into the war. And there's a war being waged over you. Satan is trying to blind 
everyone's minds to the Gospel. And you and I get to go and open up eyes to the Gospel. And so there's 
this warfare happening, this blessing of God is something that Satan hates. And when God's people 
begin to really enjoy the fullness of God's Spirit and the fullness of God's presence, Satan doesn't like 
that and so he works extra hard to fight against us and to fight against the ground we hope to take. And 
so you sometimes have to fight for the blessing. You fight for it. You fight for God's best.

Number four, you hurt for God's outpouring. You carry a pain because of God's outpouring. Now that 
doesn't mean that God puts you through the pain on purpose. It doesn't mean he hurts you on purpose, 
and yet he certainly allows us to walk through things that he uses for our good.

I love when you look in the Old Testament at the book of Genesis in the middle chapters, you get the 
story of Jacob. And Jacob started out in his life very smart, crafty, kind of a con man. If he needed 
something, he'd figure out a way to get it. He would move the pieces and manipulate people in order to 
get what he wanted. The blessing, the birthright, whatever it was, he would sort of manipulate things to 
get there. And then one night he meets God. He meets him in the middle of the night when no one else 
is around.

He has sent his family away for their protection, he is all along. And the Bible says a messenger of the 
Lord comes to meet with him. Now, scholars debate about who that is, is it a pre incarnate appearance 
of Christ? Is it an angel? Jacob described it as, "I think I've seen God face to face." All I know is that in 
some form or fashion God confronts Jacob that night and they wrestle, they wrestle. They go back and 
forth.

And just as the dawn is coming, when the darkness is starting to fade, that messenger of God says, "You 
need to let me go. Because if you see me, you can't handle this kind of brightness, this kind of holiness. 
You're going to die, you've got to let me go." And Jacob responds, "I'm not letting go until you bless me." 
Until you bless me.

And what I love about that story is, I don't think for a second God couldn't take Jacob. Like, I don't think 
it would take long, just click, gone. You know? But instead, he engages with Jacob, let's him wrestle all 
night, and Jacob gives this great statement of faith, "No, I am persistently going to hang on to you 
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because I know you have something for me I don't possess yet. And I'm not letting go until I have it." 
And so God gives him the blessing and dislocates his hip. And Jacob walks with a limp the rest of his life. 
The permanent reminder of that hanging on process, that hurt and that pain.

You know who I think understands that kind of pain today in our culture? Our veterans. And we don't 
always do this, but as a church, this just happened to come on Veterans Day weekend, are there are any 
veterans in the room today? Would you lift a hand? Can the rest of us give you a hand and thank you? 
And thank you for watching out for us and taking care of us.

What I notice though is that two veterans who served in the same war, don't know each other, walk into 
a coffee shop, and they've got a connection that nobody else in the room has. Their pain becomes this 
basis of connection, this hurt that they've gone through, this scar that they carry. It becomes this 
reminder of the cost and the value of the freedom that's been purchased, right?

And I think the same is true in your life, that God will allow you to walk through certain things and 
become a permanent scar, a pain in your life, not a wound, not something that's always fresh, but a scar 
that you've been healed of, but it's a reminder of what you went through to get it, of what God let ... 
and you value what you obtained as a result of that scar.

The legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table said that when the knights would come 
back from battle, they would be inspected. And if they didn't have any wounds they would be sent back 
out. And King Arthur would say, "Go get your scars and then come back." Like, life has for us this 
blessing and this fulfillment, but you're going to have to hurt for it.

I can remember at this low point of my life and ministry, going back over a decade ago, I'm in a spot, 
really almost 15 years ago, and I wanted out. I was done, I was discouraged, I was fed up. And I called a 
mentor and said, "Can I just quit?" And he said, "Yeah." And I thought, "Great! I'll just hang up right 
now." But he goes, "But, if you quit now you'll never become the person God wanted you to become." 
He said, "If you want to become the man God wants you to become, you're going to have to walk 
through a fire. You can walk through it now, or you can walk through it later. It's up to you." Thank you, 
that was not the advice I was looking for. I just wanted a way out.

The fact is, if you're going to become the man or the woman of God that he designed for you to be, 
you're going to walk through some pain. And that pain is going to be a permanent reminder of the value, 
the preciousness of the blessing God had in store for you. And the scriptures illustrate that over and 
over. Mark Batterson said never trust a leader without a limp. I love that, never trust a leader without a 
limp.

Number five, live for God's outpouring. What I mean is, be motivated by God's outpouring. Some of us 
live for other things. We live for money. We live for pleasure. We live for sex. We live for relationships. 
We live for success. We live for drugs. We live for alcohol. We live for the next party. We live for some 
kind ... We live for sports. We live for dessert. We live for deer hunting. We live for all kinds of things.

Now, a lot of those things, nothing wrong with them in their proper place, right? Some of those things 
are good, probably not the drugs and the alcohol, but some of those things are okay. It's okay to be 
successful. It's okay to have money. It's okay to ... all those things are fine in their proper place, unless 
you live for them. And you know what it looks like to live for something, when you neglect people and 
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you neglect God, and relationships become secondary because I've got to get that. You know? It's this 
living for something.

Imagine if you woke up every day and you said, "Today, I'm living for God's blessing. Nothing matters 
more. I will live today at full speed because I know God's blessing is at stake, and I want that more than I 
want anything else. I live for his outpouring. I live for it." I don't fault people for living for God's 
outpouring. If you think they're just a little crazy and a little on edge, and those people are weird who 
are always talking about wanting God's best for their lives, so be it. I mean, just go for it because God's 
best is better than anything else on earth, right? So live for it.

Here's number six, die for God's outpouring. Now I'm not speaking literally, don't get nervous. If you're a 
guest, we don't do this regularly, literally dying in service or anything. I did have a person die on me in 
the service once, but I don't want to tell that story. They came back, it's okay.

Let me just move on really quickly. There are places in the world today where you might literally be put 
on the line to die for your faith, right? There are places in the world where you worship underground. I 
know I've watched videos of people being baptized in Turkey because they're from Iran and they have to 
sneak across the border and get baptized and then go back. And if they do that publicly in Iran they're 
going to die. There are places in this world where you might literally need to die for your faith for the 
ultimate blessing of God.

For most of us in America, it's not necessarily that way. Somebody might not wish us Merry Christmas at 
Old Navy or something, but pretty much we're not persecuted in that way here. But we still get the 
chance to die in the sense that Paul said. He said, "I die daily." I die to myself. I die to my wishes, my 
ambitions, my desires. I die to my preconceived notion about what life should be all about, and instead I 
receive what God says it's all about. I put myself out of the way, I die to my will, I die to myself.

Listen, I believe, if I could just really truly, completely, once and for all die to myself, I would be done 
with problems. I would live for the rest of my life without an issue. Might go through pain, but not a 
problem of my own creation. If I could just die to myself. So die for the outpouring. I will lay my life 
down. I will consider my life second in value to the outpouring that God desires for me.

Here's number seven, thank God for his outpouring. It's as good as done. Thank God for his outpouring, 
it is rooted in his promises, right? I get to thank God for the verse we read earlier. That every spiritual 
blessing has already been lavished upon us in love because God sees us wrapped up in Christ. I get to 
thank God.

I even get to thank God in advance, in advance. One well know leader calls this prophesying your praise. 
In other words, thanking God in advance. Now, I'm not talking about sort of a vain and fleshly kind of 
thanking in advance. I don't mean that you see like the newest Tesla model and you're like, "God, I just 
... I know you pour out blessings. I'm going to thank you in advance that, I don't have any money, but 
somehow that's going to be in my garage next week." That's not what I'm talking about.

What I'm talking about is that when God has promised something, I get to claim it and believe it and 
stake everything on it. I get to thank God in advance. When times are tough and the money is short, I 
know God is a provider. It's just who he is. I know when I'm hurting on the inside, he is a healer. It's just 
what he does. I know that when I'm alone and I'm lonely and I'm walking through that valley, he is the 
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one who comes alongside me and never leaves me, never forsakes me. There are so many promises of 
God about the future that pertain to what he continues to pour out, that today I get to stand here and 
thank him in advance for what he's going to do.

You know, every time I preach I do this. Before I preach I said, "God, I want to thank you in advance for 
what your word is about to do." Not my imperfections, not the dumb jokes I tell, or the things I might 
say incorrectly. But when his word comes through in its perfection, when it comes through in its power, I 
believe his word always breaks hearts and has results and makes changes. It instructs, it reproves, it 
corrects, it does all kinds of things. And so I know God is going to go ahead and do that, so I can praise 
him in advance.

I can thank him ahead of time because God wants and wishes and desires to pour himself out. He's 
doing that in this current age and there are people who experience it daily. And there are those of us 
even who are walking through pain or walking through difficulty, walking through loss, walking through 
loneliness, going through hard trying times, but even in the middle of that are being blessed by God, are 
experiencing his favor even in the middle of those hard trying times. You get to walk under the 
outpouring of God's Spirit. To position yourself by obedient faith under the blessing that God ... because 
of who he is and what he does, because of the blessing that God is giving.

Again, let me take you back to something I mentioned earlier briefly, but God doesn't get mad when you 
want more of him. He doesn't get upset because you want to go deeper. He doesn't get upset because 
you want more time with him. he doesn't get upset that you approach him and you need more grace. He 
actually tells us in the book of Hebrews to come boldly to his throne, asking for grace in times of need. 
Boldly. Not frivolously, not timidly, boldly. God loves that. He is moved by the bold faith of people who 
ask, people who walk, people who die, people who live, people who crave and thank God for the 
blessing, who align our lives obediently with God's pathway, because on that pathway I know God 
blesses. I believe it.

I'm often saying that the best is yet to come, our best days are ahead. And I don't mean that in some 
kind of pie in the sky, I'm sure all our problems are going to go away magically, I don't mean that at all. I 
think sometimes your problems get worse when you follow Jesus. But I still believe our best days lie 
ahead because that's just how God works, right?

I mean, it didn't say, "I'm going to give you an old heaven and an old earth." He said, "I'm going to give 
you a new heaven and a new earth. Everything is moving toward this crescendo for eternity and you're 
going to enjoy it. I want you to have the fullness of my blessing. And even now in this life, even when 
you walk through hard days now, I will pour into your life my fullness. I will fill you in the way that you 
need fulfilled."

And you won't find it anywhere else. You won't find it in a chemical. You won't find it in a club. You 
won't find it any ... you'll find it in Christ alone. And when you are wrapped up in him, he lavishes upon 
you all of his good gifts. You just come and say, "God, I want to use what you've made available to me. I 
want to live out the blessing that you've promised to pour into my life."

Would you bow your heads with me? The fact is, all of this begins in a relationship. When you meet 
Jesus and you trust Jesus, you not only receive the forgiveness of all of your sins, you receive all of the 
blessing that God intends for his people. So if you've not met Jesus, I want to introduce you to him 
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today. To invite you to come and trust him today. If there's a person in this room and you've not trusted 
him as Savior, you don't have a relationship with Christ, let's start there.

From your heart, this is not a formula, it's not a magic spell, from your heart, the intention of your heart 
and your motives, would you trust him and just say, "God, I confess I have sinned, I have sinned. I have 
blown it. I have rebelled. I've broken your rules. But God, I believe Jesus died for me. I believe you died 
to forgive my sins, so that I could be forgiven and freed. Receive me into your family, God. Receive me 
into your family. Lord, I want to begin a relationship with you today where I experience your blessing in 
ever increasing measure throughout my life. And God, I want to do that so I overflow.

If you're here and you're a believer, maybe you've walked through doubt this week about the blessing of 
God. Would you just pray in this moment, "God, remind me, remind me of the fullness of your blessing. 
Pour it out. Pour it out, God. I'll take all you have to offer. Not mere emotionalism, not mere religion, 
but the fullness of a walk with you, of a relationship with you. Father, we praise you. We ask that our 
best days are ahead and we trust you for your blessing. We believe in you. And we want to receive from 
you that which you've planned to freely give us entirely by grace. May we receive it, may we appropriate 
it, may we use it all for your glory. Lord, we love you. In Jesus' name, amen."
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