
A Biblical Financial Strategy 
UN$TRAPPED, Week Two 

 
We’re saying that this message series is about money. But that isn’t entirely accurate. 
This is really a message series about bondage versus freedom. 
 
Jesus put it this way… 
 
Matthew 6:24 NLT 
No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to 
money. 
 

Either you manage your money,  
or your money will manage you. 

 
The book, The Millionaire Next Door, is the memoir of Dr. Thomas J. Stanley’s 
interviews across America of people with a true net worth in excess of $1 million. He 
found something interesting – it isn’t the people in the wealthiest neighborhoods 
with the biggest houses and nicest cars that are truly wealthy, by American 
standards. It’s the people “next door” who live in average houses and drive modest 
cars who have lived on far less than they have. 
 
Our approach to wealth in America is definitely “fake it till you make it.” But one of 
our core values at Grace Hills Church (#4) is, “We keep it real and fight against fake. 
We live and lead with authenticity.” 
 
So today, we’re going to get real about finances and allow the Bible to teach us how 
to manage our money  
 
1. Earn your income honestly. 
 
Proverbs 13:11 NLT 
Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work 
grows over time. 



 
The growth of your character needs to outpace the growth of your wealth. Most 
people who get rich quick don’t stay that way because, underneath the poor 
financial management is all kinds of bondage emotionally and spiritually, and that 
doesn’t go away with an influx of cash. 
 
The Bible commends hard work instead. God told us to rest one day per week, but 
he also told us to work the other six. That doesn’t mean it’s a sin to not have a paying 
job. It just means that if I want stuff, I should generally work to earn it and be 
productive with my life.  
 
2. Honor God with your best. 
 
Proverbs 3:9-10 NLT 
Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. 
Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine. 
 
A lot of people don’t give because giving comes at the end of the list… 
 
If I’ve paid all of my bills and done all of the eating out and buying of toys, gadgets, 
and clothes I want, and I still have something left, I’ll gladly give it.  
 
But God is worthy of coming first in our thoughts, first in our time, first in our 
finances. He is worthy of our intentional giving.  
 
3. Plan your spending. 
 
Proverbs 21:5 TEV 
Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly, you will never have 
enough. 
 
Most of us look to see where our money went. And some of us don’t actually do that. 
But wise people tell their money where it’s going to go. They keep good records. 
They live by a written budget. They project and forecast and then discipline 
themselves to live according to the plan. And they plan for worst case scenarios in 
advance.  
 



4. Save for the future. 
 
Proverbs 6:6-11 NLT 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and become 
wise! Though they have no prince or governor or ruler to make them work, they 
labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter. 

But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep? When will you wake up? A little 
extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—then poverty 
will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber. 
 
It’s wise to set aside for a rainy day. It’s not good to horde wealth when you’re not 
also being generous, but it’s smart to have savings and retirement. Again, it’s the 
difference between bondage and freedom down the road.  
 
5. Appreciate what you have. 
 
Hebrews 13:5 CEV 
Don’t fall in love with money. Be satisfied with what you have. The Lord has promised 
that he will not leave us or desert us. 
 
You can only be satisfied with what you have when you assess what you actually 
have. And what the Bible gets at is that my relationship with God is always, always 
enough.  
 
And in the words of the great theologian, Mary Poppins,  

“Enough is as good as a feast.”  
 
 
So, do you have enough? Do you know that even if you lose all of your money, you 
still have that treasure in heaven that comes as a free gift from God when you enter a 
relationship with his Son, Jesus Christ?  


