
Well, good morning Grace Hills.

Good morning.

I have to ask who's rooting for the Chiefs? Who's rooting for the 49ers? We're a house divided. Yes. Who 
doesn't care? Wow. That's two thirds of the room, man. I'm rooting for the Bears next year. We're 
rebuilding this year. Like the Razorbacks.

Anyways, I'm so glad you guys are here and that we get to do this together, that we get to enter into a 
whole new message series about how you can do hard things. I want you to understand that. I want the 
title of this series to become a motto for you for the next seven weeks, because God calls us to do some 
hard things and I want us to understand that whatever God calls you to do, whatever he calls you to 
break free from, whatever he calls you to overcome, whatever he calls you to get through, you 
absolutely can get through it. You can do it. You can break free from it, because God is real and powerful 
and alive. It's his will. It's his plan. It's his purpose. And absolutely nothing, nothing, will attack, or 
defeat, or thwart the plans of an almighty God.

So we're going to walk through this series and talk over the next six weeks after today about some of the 
specific hard things that you can do. In other words, the hard things that God calls me to do as a 
Christian. Because I believe that built into the Christian life is a calling to do hard things. It's hard to 
forgive people that have hurt you, but God calls us to do that. It's hard to keep the faith when the 
culture around me might not like my faith or agree with my faith, but God calls me to keep the faith. It's 
hard to fight against temptation, to stand guard, to fight for my wholeness, but God has called me to do 
that. And if he calls you to it, he will carry you through it. Guaranteed promise every time. Every time.

I want to start off this series today with an overview and of a preparation for all that we're going to 
study in the coming weeks. But I want to set the stage with a passage of scripture in just a moment that 
a lot of you might be familiar with, but maybe too familiar with it, because we're going to unwire a little 
bit of what we understand about it and see how it really relates to our life.

But I want to start off today with a message simply about how you can do anything God wants you to 
do. You can do anything God wants you to do. So in the coming weeks, we're going to talk about you can 
make peace with difficult people. If you happen to know any difficult people, I don't know, but you can 
do that. You can fight for your wholeness in a world that's always trying to destroy you. You do that. You 
can stay faithful to the calling that God has put in your life, even when you're tempted to be led astray. 
So you can do anything God wants you to do.

I believe that we fall into two different errors as people, as Christians, today. On the one hand, some of 
us believe we can do anything we put our minds to and some of you are going, isn't that the point of the 
message? No, it's not. I remember in the fifth grade I had this teacher, my favorite teacher growing up in 
the fifth grade, she was very motivational and to this day I'm thankful for some of the things that she 
spoke over me and my classmates that have stuck in my brain over the years because they were 
positive, life-giving messages.

She would say things like, "You guys can do anything you set your minds to. If you dream it, you can 
achieve it." My fifth grade teacher told me that and I appreciate that so much, but I also learned when I 
was about 17, 18, 22, 28, 36, 12, somewhere along the way that she lied to me, that I couldn't do 
everything I set my mind to and I've got proof because in the fifth grade I knew when I grew up I was 
going to be a Ninja. I found out it's illegal to assassinate people and there's just not much calling for 
ninjas anymore. So didn't fulfill that.

So I switched. If I can't be a Ninja, I'm going to be a Jedi. And I found out to be a Jedi, you got to go back 
to a long, long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. So that's not possible either. All of it's off the table.



So there's an error in taking even scripture and going, I can do anything I want to do. What if God 
doesn't want you to do what you want to do? What if he's not promised you power for the thing that 
you intend, because he intends something else? So, we're not going to go all wishy washy, positive 
thinking alone. We're going to be positive, but we're going to have roots to that positivity.

Because the other error that Christians fall into is believing, I really can't do anything beyond what I'm 
doing now. I'm not capable of much. I can't do hard things. That when things are a challenge, I just don't 
know if I'm up to that. And so I'm not going to take risks and I'm not going to grow. That's for other 
people. That's for the smart people. That's for the wealthy people. That's for the powerful people. That's 
for the privileged people. That's for the people that had a leg up somehow over what I have and that's 
just not me.

That's a, that's an error as well. One is dangerous and can be destructive. The other steals life. It can be 
deadly to who I am spiritually. So we're going to fall in the middle today and understand what God has 
to say about what I can and even what I cannot do, but I want to focus on what I can do.

I want to share a verse with you that a lot of you, again, you're familiar with, but I want us to read it out 
loud together. Philippians Chapter Four Verse 13 in the new King James, let's read this together.

"I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me." How many of you like that verse? It's a good 
verse. It looks great on the wall. It looks great in a greeting card. This is the third time in a message this 
year I've preached something that looks great in a greeting card that we don't necessarily understand 
how to actually claim. And so I want to dig into it a little bit today because I wrestle with this at different 
moments of doubt in my life and I go, "Is this true? Can I really do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me? Is that true or is it too much to ask?"

And the fact is, yes, it's absolutely true. It's in God's Word. It's in the Bible. I can trust this verse. I just 
need to understand this verse. I just need to understand what it's all about because what Paul's not 
getting at is I can complete any task because of Christ. There are some tasks I can't complete. I can 
change any circumstance through Christ. He not necessarily saying that either. I can make things around 
me different through Christ. Not necessarily. That's not what he's getting at. He's speaking internally 
about something from the inside of who I am. I can do this. I can do this hard thing through Christ. I'm 
up to the challenge that God gives me.

In other words just to repeat, just to reiterate, you can do anything God wants you to do. You can do 
anything God wants you to do. If he has commanded you to do it, you can do it. If he's commanded you 
not to do it, you can stand against it. If he has called you to something, you can do it. When he puts you 
in a marriage, you can be faithful in that marriage. When he puts you in a career for a purpose, you can 
be faithful in that career for a purpose. When he calls you to some kind of ministry, not just vocational 
ministry, like being a pastor, but a ministry in the sense of loving your neighbors and serving your world 
and making a difference for Christ, which all of us are called to do. When God calls you to do that, he will 
equip you for it. You can absolutely do that. You can do what he calls. You can do what he commands. 
You can do what he instructs.

But here's the other half of the equation you need to understand. God wants you to do some very hard 
things. You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. Absolutely. You can do whatever God 
calls you to do. Whatever he commands you to do. And he is going to call you, he's going to command 
you, at times to do some very difficult things. He's going to call you sometimes to do one of the hardest 
things that I know that there is to do. And that is to wait. And to wait. And to wait. And in the middle of 
the waiting you go, I can't do this any longer. And God says, yes you can. You can wait.

He calls you to withstand temptation, to learn how to flee it, to learn how to run from it, to learn how to 
get accountable. He calls you to that. And so when the temptation is so strong and you're like, this is 



pulling on my heart, my mind, my flesh, my will, I want to do this so badly and I just can't stand under 
this. And God says, yes you can. Yes you can. This is hard, but you can do it.

When there's that person you got to make peace with and you don't want to because it's going to feel 
like you're admitting you're wrong. And you know you're right. Amen. You guys are never wrong. I'm 
never wrong. I just know. So we do this hard thing of apologizing, or this hard thing of admitting that we 
really are wrong, or just confessing our weaknesses and our faults and our failures. And that's hard. But 
there is healing in confession and you can do it. You can do it.

You can counsel someone that comes to you for advice and you can do it with God's encouragement. It's 
going to be hard, but you can do it. You can walk someone through pain and loss. You can do that. You 
can forgive what seems so unforgivable to you, that was done to you, that you didn't ask for. You can 
forgive that because God wants you to be free. So it's a hard thing and you can do it.

And we're going to talk about lots of those things over the next six weeks, some specific hard things that 
God has called you to do, but today I just want you to get in your mind what it is that God has led you 
into, what it is he's called you to do, That's hard. That you don't know if you can do it or not. Because 
before I go any further, I just want to share with you, I've been there in my life.

When I think about marriage, or I think about ministry, or I think about life, I think that probably all of us 
in the room can identify that at one point or another we have uttered those words. I just can't do this 
anymore. And sometimes I don't even know what that means. I don't know what's next. I just can't do 
this anymore. The pain is too much. The waiting is too long. The suffering and the hardship, I just can't 
stand it anymore. The cycle just keeps repeating. I just can't do this anymore. Some of us even get to 
that place when it comes to life and we go, I just can't go on anymore.

And if you're there in your marriage, if you're there in your life, I want you to know, yes you can. God 
believes you can. God wants you to give life all that you've got and to stay in this game. To stay in this 
game.

So I want to look at Philippians 4 with fresh eyes for a second and I want to read it from a paraphrase by 
Eugene Peterson called a message. And Eugene Peterson translates this particular passage in a way that 
I think is very honoring of the intent that Paul had.

So starting in verse 10 of Philippians 4, he says, "I have learned by now to be quite content, whatever my 
circumstances." That right there is a key to what Philippians 4:13 is actually talking about. "I am content 
regardless of my circumstances." He goes on. "I'm just as happy with little as with much. With much as 
with little. I found the recipe for being happy, whether full or hungry, hands full or hands empty. 
Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can," and look at the way he words it. "I can make it through anything 
in the one who makes me who I am. I can make it through anything in the one who makes me who I 
am."

So when he says, "I can do all things through Christ," he's not necessarily saying that you can change all 
of your circumstances. I know that it's motivational for us to say, if you want to be a millionaire, go for it. 
You'll be a millionaire. But maybe you won't. Maybe you'll lose everything. I'm not telling you... Don't go, 
"I went to Grace Hills and they said I might lose everything." But just there are times in life where what I 
want, what I've visualized, what I'm striving for is just not what I'm going to wind up with and so I can do 
all things doesn't necessarily mean I can change all of my circumstances.

It does not mean I can change the minds of other people in my life. It does not mean I can make my 
spouse think like me. It doesn't mean I can make my boss agree with me. It doesn't mean I can change 
the economy. It simply means that no matter what the economy is like, no matter what my marriage is 
walking through, no matter what it's like at my job, no matter how bad life gets or how low I feel, no 
matter what, I can make it through it. I can do this. I can win because God is for me in the middle of it.



And so I know that sometimes you walk into church on Sunday and you're okay, you walk in and it's 
another day to praise God and you're happy to be here and things are going pretty well and my week 
was pretty good and I'm here and I'm happy. And so praise Jesus. And if that's where you're at, 
awesome. But I also know from history that there are those moments where you're wearing the smile 
and you're doing the best you can. But just like Wednesday, you were ready to throw in the towel. You 
were ready to give up and walk away and walk out on life.

But I want you to know you can keep doing this. You can keep going. You can keep trudging. You can 
keep marching. You can keep fighting. You can do this and get through this because God is on your side. 
He's in you and he is for you. And he has made you something different and made you something better 
by virtue of his creation and his redemption.

Meaning he made you ready for some stuff. And you and I have sinned. And so we've messed some of 
that up. But then he redeems us through a relationship with Christ. Purchases us back from the bondage 
of sin. And so by creation and by redemption, he has equipped you for whatever situation he's put you 
in. He's equipped you for the fight. He's equipped you for life. He's equipped you for marriage, for 
parenting, for working, for producing, for helping, counseling. Whatever it is that God is doing with your 
life. He's equipped you for all of that, and you can keep doing those things even when things get 
difficult.

Now I have to stop and make a side point for just a second because sometimes I preach things that 
might sound motivational or they might sound universal, and there are these exceptions that I want to 
be clear about as a pastor. That if you're in a marriage in which you are suffering abuse, you should get 
out of that abusive situation. So I want to make that clear when I talk about you can keep going and you 
can stay strong, I am not encouraging you to absorb abuse because God's will is never for you to be 
abused. So sometimes the you can doesn't apply to staying in an abusive situation. You can applies to 
escaping it. But whatever direction God is leading you in, he's going to take you there and he can get you 
through it.

So what I want to do today is ask you a couple of questions that are very important for you to answer 
and for me to answer as well out of all of this. And the first one is simply this, what is the hard thing that 
God is calling you to do? What is the hard thing that God's calling you to do it? It might be, I'm going to 
strengthen my marriage even though my spouse has given up. It might be, I'm going to forgive what my 
mom or dad or aunt, uncle, grandparent, neighbor, what they did or said when I was young that had an 
effect on me the rest of my life. I'm going to forgive that. I'm going to forgive that. That's hard to do.

It might be, I'm going to wait on God. Instead of kicking doors open and forcing my way into what I 
perceive as the successful path, I'm going to trust that God's got something better, that his promises are 
true. I'm going to wait and I'm going to wait. I'm going to wait longer on this. It could be just I'm going to 
go through some pain. I'm going to carry and walk through this pain and this difficulty because I know 
that God grows me in that way.

What I love about what Paul said is that he talks about his circumstances being beyond his control. He 
says, "I've been rich and I've been poor." Now, if I were to give you a choice today and say you can 
either be rich or poor, totally up to you, how many of you vote for poor? See, we vote for rich. We vote 
for better. We vote for easy. We vote for smooth. We vote for comfortable. That's just who we are as 
human beings.

I don't ever remember one time in my life going, "God, things have been so easy lately, would you just 
like, let someone steal my identity? I'd like to go through three or four months of phone calls with 
creditors and just bring it on, God, I need to suffer." No, we don't do that. But sometimes you wind up in 
that situation, that scenario.



"God, strain my relationship with my kids. Just let them go nuts, God, they're 13 now, let them leave 
home." We don't pray for that stuff. We don't pray for the hard things that come along.

And so in the middle of that, Paul talks about, "I've been rich and I've been poor." In his background, he 
was a successful Roman soldier, he had climbed the ranks. When the Bible says in Acts 7 that the people 
who stoned Stephen to death laid their coats at the feet of Saul who would become Paul. That means 
he's a high ranking official. He gave the order and the command. When he's riding on a horse to 
Damascus that suggests that he has climbed the ranks of military in his day, but he's also a high ranking 
religious Jewish officer as well. A member of the Sanhedrin. One who had climbed the ranks and was 
highly respected on both accounts.

So at that point he's probably very wealthy. He's probably very powerful. He knows what success is like. 
And then on the way to Damascus, God knocks him off his horse and blinds him for three days and says, 
"Saul, why are you persecuting me? Why are you, why are you rebelling so hard against me? And Paul 
comes to faith in Christ in that moment and starts going by Paul instead of Saul. And it changes 
everything for him.

And then he spends three years in the Arabian desert learning from Christ, downloading from Heaven 
what God will do in his life. And then he finds success as a Christian. What I mean by success is he goes 
on and becomes an apostle who is highly respected, a leader in the church. He plants churches all across 
the Mediterranean world, and they sprout up and great things are happening. They're being established, 
he's ordaining elders, he's going on to the next city and planting, and it's going well. He's writing letters 
that you're reading out of today. He wrote Philippians. He writes almost half of the New Testament.

So he is successful as a believer in that sense. He talks about receiving collections and making tents and 
doing various other things. So financially he goes through some high times as a believer, but he also 
says, "I've been poor." The scriptures are really clear. He was beaten. He was whipped. He was falsely 
accused.

One of the things I envy about the Apostle Paul was his ability to start a riot. I think if there's a skill I 
want to put on a resume, that's one of them. I can type 130 words a minute. I can start riots. That's what 
Paul did. He would go to a city and everybody would get upset and so he'd leave and go to the next city 
and some of those mad people, like hornets, would chase into the next city, start riots there too. That's 
what his life is like.

There was one time they beat him so badly, drug him out of the edge of town and left him for dead. Left 
him for dead. There's that time in Philippi, he's thrown in a prison. He's beaten with many stripes, 
thrown into prison, chained there, and at midnight is singing praises to God. So he is beaten, he is 
arrested, he is persecuted, he is now suffering the very thing that he used to inflict upon others.

Paul is walking through hard, hard things and in the middle of those times, in the middle of a jail cell, 
chained to the wall, when his back is bloodied from the stripes of those whips, in that moment Paul 
would say, "I can keep doing this through Christ who makes me who I am. I can keep doing this. I can 
absorb this persecution. I can handle this pain. I can walk through this suffering."

And he would also say, and, "Sometimes this is tougher." He would also say, "I can do success." I say it's 
tougher because sometimes success and ease and comfort actually is worse for our faith than suffering 
because I get to thinking life is easy. I've arrived. I'm okay. I got it made. I don't really need God.

The Gospel tends to thrive when places where poverty is rampant because people understand their 
dependency on God. In our culture, in our society, it's a little tougher because you want to invite a 
neighbor to church and you're bobbing and weaving around their BMW up on the steps of their big 
gigantic house knocking on the door. And they answer, you're like, "Hey, you need God." And they're 
going, "For what?"



So, success sometimes is just as much of a temptation as failure as suffering is. And yet you can get 
through it. I promise you. You can get through it. You can do it in Jesus' name.

So what's the hard thing God's calling you to do? Forgive, suffer, walk through persecution, wait on him, 
trust him, enter a new venture that he's calling you into that you don't know if you're equipped for? 
Whatever it is, you just decide today, over the next six weeks, I'm going to ask God to help me say yes 
again and again and again to what he's called me to do.

But here's the the second question, right on the heels of that. And it's what's holding you back? What's 
holding you back? I was asking people this week because I knew I was going to preach on this. So 
different scenarios I would ask, well what is it holding you back? I was asking our staff and asking some 
friends, what holds you back from doing what God wants you to do?

I got a lot of surprising feedback, for me. I think one of the most popular answers is fear. A lot of us feel 
afraid. There's either a fear, I'm not going to be up to it, or a fear that if I do it, it's going to cost me 
something. If I forgive them, they're going to hurt me again. That's a legitimate fear. And so we walked 
through fear and so we hold back.

Or I don't know if I've got the gifts for the thing that God is calling me to do. That's understandable. Now 
God will gift you and God will carry you, but there's this fear of stepping out of what is comfortable.

I think another one for us is unconfessed sin. Now this one's less talked about. No one goes, "I think 
God's called me to great things, but I really got some sin in my life." That we don't talk as much about 
that. But the fact is it will hold you back. It's bondage. It'll prevent you from sensing the freedom that 
God wants you to sense in your life. So an addiction to sin, or a cycle, or a pattern can hold you back 
from doing what God wants you to do.

There are all kinds of things that might be holding you back and we're going to address more of them 
throughout the series, but I want to speak to one in particular today and it is just what's holding you 
back might just be your unbelief. Just your lack of belief. And one of the reasons why you might struggle 
with unbelief is because of all the voices in your life that have been telling you to not believe. To not 
believe.

See, I think that we're so worried sometimes that if I try to rise up, the people I know will either be 
jealous, or upset, or threatened and they will just push me back down.

Or we worry about how rising up is going to affect my relationships with other people. We assume that 
people are not necessarily going to be cheering me on, so I'll just stay in a place of hiding.

The New Testament, however, lays out this very interesting point for us in Hebrews Chapter 11, that's 
called The Hall of Faith. It's where the writer of Hebrews says, "This person won by faith. This person 
won by faith. This person won by faith." And it goes through Noah and Abraham and all kinds of others. 
And then down toward the end also says, "This person got sawn in half by faith." And we're like, wait a 
minute. But what it means is people withstood suffering and temptation through faith. They got through 
persecution through faith. Good, bad, ugly. They won by faith. They won by faith. And even when the 
world took their life, they won by faith.

And I believe that that's true today, but sometimes I look around and I'm not sure if I'm going to be able 
to live out the story of a Noah or an Abraham, but I love the way the writer of Hebrews takes it. Next in 
chapter 12, he turns a little bit and he goes, "And we now have this great cloud of witnesses." Well, 
what does that mean, this great cloud of witnesses? It is that the stands around us watching us run our 
race. Those stands are filled with people who by grace have been not only redeemed, but have 
overcome. That Hebrews 11, The Hall of Faith, is a list of testimonials to what God wants to do in your 
life through faith. And so he says, you're surrounded by a history of people who will say, "Yes, you can. I 
know you can. I believe you can. Because God did it for me. God did it for me."



One of my wife and our favorite movies of all time is Rudy. Anybody seen Rudy? Yeah, we're going to 
watch a little of it today. Rudy was a guy, if you haven't seen the movie, I was reading about it. Rudy 
considers at 92% accurate. There's a few things that they embellished for dramatic purposes, like all the 
jerseys, the captain of the team did that, the whole team didn't necessarily, but he said it made a great 
movie.

So anyways, but everything else, his dad telling him, "Just give up. Just work the mill. Just get a job." 
That was true. His brother saying, "who do you think you are?" That was true. His college professors and 
the rejection letters, all of that was true. People just kept telling him from birth to adulthood, "Just 
settle. Just settle. You're not up to this. You can't do this. Just give up. Just find a job."

The only person that really believed in him was his best friend that died and so he's got nobody that 
believes he can actually do what he said he'd do. Now, here's the realistic side. We've all seen the 
movie, if you've seen the movie, you look back on and you go, we almost feel like I knew he could do it. 
That's because you saw the movie. But if you saw Rudy, shorter than everyone else on the field and not 
looking like a football player, and you knew that academically he even took a few years to get into Notre 
Dame, you're really questioning and wondering can he really do it or not?

He finally does. He takes some time off. He works. He saves his money. He gets into Holy Cross, across 
the river. Eventually, eventually, he gets into Notre Dame. He struggles. He studies hard. He eventually 
makes the team as a practice player and then his final year of eligibility finally is allowed to suit up and 
sit the bench all year long, which he is content to do in the sense that he's happy to just be there, but 
everything in him craves that one shot to play for Notre Dame. And then it finally happens. So if you've 
not seen Rudy, I'm so sorry I'm about to ruin it for you, but watch this with me.

All right, go get it, kid. [crosstalk 00:30:13].

Jesus said, every time a sinner repents down here and comes into the kingdom, all of Heaven throws a 
big celebration. All of the angels in Heaven rejoice when somebody else comes home into the family of 
God. That great cloud of witnesses cheers when someone else gives their life to Christ. Our loved ones 
that have proven the pathway that God has called us to, that he is faithful, that have walked it and 
watched it and proven it. They are cheering every time someone comes home.

Not just when someone comes to faith in Christ, but every victory upon victory, every grace upon grace, 
every time you stick with it and stay in there and fight and win. And when you're down, people are 
surrounding you in prayer and when you stand back up again and you keep going, Heaven cheers for 
you. You have this great cloud of witnesses saying, we know you can do it.

Maybe nobody else ever did. Maybe there was never a teacher, or parent, or someone there to 
motivate you and speak your name and whisper great things about your future. they Didn't prophesy 
over you, that didn't praise your future, that didn't say anything about you. It was all withheld. Maybe it 
was even negative. You'll never amount to anything. You'll never come up too much. You'll never be 
able to do that. Just settle.

Out of all of those voices, you've got to know that Heaven says, that all of Heaven, says that you can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens you. You will get through this. You just got to keep going and 
keep going and keep going. Stay in there.

I know it's hard. I know you thought marriage would be easy and now you're fighting and you're fighting 
and you can't seem to stop. And the cycle is maddening and you just can't escape. And you guys just 
don't know if I can do this anymore. Yes you can. Your kids are growing up. And they're fine until they're 
born, and then they'd start sinning.



They hit six and sometimes six year olds act like a mongoose fighting a Cobra. And it's like where did this 
kid come from and what did he inherit from his mother? And whatever else you might be wondering 
about.

And then they hit 13 and they are experts and you're raising experts that know way more than you ever 
did, for now. And then they hit somewhere and they're going to take life on their own. And parenting 
gets hard. And in the discipline you feel guilty. I went too far. I didn't do enough. I haven't done this 
right. I don't know if I can do this anymore. Yes you can. Yes you can.

Church is hard. I walk into church and I'm an introvert. I don't know everybody. I'm not sure where I fit. 
Not sure what my place is. I just want to fade and disappear and not go there. It's too much pressure. 
Not sure what to do. I just can't do church any more, because it's hard. Yes you can.

I just can't keep praying. I keep talking to God and he's not answering. I keep asking for deliverance and 
it's not there. I keep wanting him to answer my prayers and I'm not seeing. I just can't keep doing this. 
Yes you can.

You can do it through Christ who strengthens you. You can do it through Christ who strengthens you. I 
don't know who's going to win the Superbowl today. I make no predictions. Actually I do. I know it's 
going to be Joe Montana's old team. Someone got it. But I do know this. If you put your faith in Christ 
and you follow him and you keep following him, I know you'll win. I know it. I know you will win. I know 
you can do this through Christ who strengthens you. I know it.

And if nobody else ever tells you this the rest of your life, you just know God knows your name and he 
speaks your name, and he says over you, Jason, Danny, Jessica, Angie, Brandon, Herbert. I don't know if 
there's a Herbert, probably not. You can do this because of Christ. Let's bow our heads.

If you're here this morning and you don't know Jesus yet, the hard thing for you to do is to turn your life 
over to him, confess your sins, and receive him as your savior. It's hard, but you can do it. It's hard, but 
you can do it. And if you're ready to do that right now, to cross that line of faith, to trust in Jesus, you 
just right there where you sit, you cry out.

Jesus, I believe in you. I want to be saved. I want to repent of my sins. I want to come into your family. I 
want to become a follower of Christ. If you're praying that right now, raise the hand. Say, "That is me. 
I'm trusting Jesus today. Following him."

Father, I pray that in difficulty as we follow you, Lord, there are believers here today who are just 
wrestling with hard things and they keep saying, I don't know if I can do it anymore. I just can't keep 
going. God, let your word and your spirit and your people just speak into them. You keep going. We will 
support you. You keep going. We'll keep walking with you.

God, help us to know what to do. Not just what to do, but how we're going to do it. And Lord, just right 
now, tear down some walls of fear, of trepidation, of lies from the past, lies from the skeptics that were 
around us earlier in life. God, may we just thrive in the truth of who you are and who you make us to be. 
God, we love you. We praise you, Lord. We ask all of this in Jesus name. Amen.


