
Three Keys to Getting Along with Others 
You Make Me Crazy, Week One 

 
We’re kicking off a new series today called You Make Me Crazy. It’s all about relationships and 
it’s based on five passages of scripture from the New Testament book of James.  
 
So I want to encourage you, for the next five weeks, to read through the book of James once 
each week – it’s just five chapters, and you’re going to be amazed at how your heart changes 
when you digest a book of the Bible for five weeks. 
 
Food. Water. Shelter. These are the essentials of life, right? I would add one that might not be 
essential for our physical survival in the short term, but it’s absolutely necessary if we’re going 
to thrive on this planet – relationships.  
 
It’s a skill our parents tried to teach us as toddlers and yet we still struggle with throughout 
adulthood… playing well with others. 
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Getting along with people is the one big prerequisite to building relationships that are healthy 
and long-lasting. But there’s a problem… 
 
We’re human. 
 
People lose jobs over not being a “team player.” Marriages and families fall apart. Friendships 
are lost. Because we bring our humanness, our selfishness, and our sinfulness right into our 
relationships with us. 
 
But the Bible is a book filled with divine wisdom about all the things we were created for, and 
that includes relationships. The Bible is primarily the story of how God pursues a redemptive 
relationship with us through his Son, Jesus Christ. But it’s also a book of wisdom about how we 
can have redemptive relationships with each other. 
 
Today, we’re going to look at a single verse, packed with wisdom. In fact, I think it contains the 
three big keys to getting along with others… 
 
James 1:19 NLT 
Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to get angry.  
 



Be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to get angry. If we could do that, we could improve our 
communication skills in all of our relationships 1000%. 
 

Be quick to listen. 
 
Most of our problems are usually the result of not understanding where people are coming 
from when they speak. We’re easily offended, partly because we don’t really hear the heart 
behind the words people are saying. 
 
What does active listening look like? 
 

• Keep eye contact. 

• Listen to body language. 

• Resist the urge to prepare a response.  

• Reflect what you’ve heard. 

• Ask clarifying questions. 
 
Hear the heart! 
 
Imagine the power of this in your marriage. In your workplace. Imagine the power of this in 
our political and cultural discussions. 
 

Be slow to speak. 
 
If you want healthy relationships and healthy communication, you need to slow down and 
think before speaking. And say things that build people up… 
 
Colossians 4:6 GW 
Everything you say should be kind and well thought out so that you know how to answer 
everyone. 
 

Be slow to get angry. 
 
What if you could be unoffendable?  
 
James 1:20 NLT 
Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 
 
Being easily offended is exhausting. 
 



Yes, the world is broken. But don’t be offended by it. Instead, thank God that He’s 
intervened in it, and He’s going to restore it to everything it was meant to be. His 
kingdom is breaking through, bit by bit. Recognize it, and wonder at it. War is not 
exceptional; peace is. Worry is not exceptional; trust is. Decay is not exceptional; 
restoration is. Anger is not exceptional; gratitude is. Selfishness is not exceptional; 
sacrifice is. Defensiveness is not exceptional; love is. And judgmentalism is not 
exceptional . . . But grace is. 
 
- Brant Hansen, Unoffendable 

 
The problem with the idea of “righteous anger” is that in the moment, everyone believes their 
anger is righteous. 
 
Anger is easy. 
Love is a miracle. 
 
Let’s choose to love people.  
Who do you need to go love today?  
Who do you need to listen to today? 
 
And by the way… 
 
We offended God by our sin, but he took the initiative and sent his only Son, Jesus, to the 
cross to pay for all of our offenses. Have you received his free offer of forgiveness and eternal 
life? 
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