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Well, good morning Grace Hills, and happy New Year. Just like the first service, it's just... and you guys 
are more awake, you've got more caffeine. So we'll go with a mediocre new year. Okay? And we'll be 
excited about that I guess. I want to talk to you real quick about today. Today is really special for us as a 
church family for several reasons, or it's special to me for several reasons. First of all, has nothing to do 
with Grace Hills, but 25 years ago today, my wife went on our first date with me. Yeah, and we were 
already married and didn't know it. But also today for our church family, kicks off 21 days of fasting and 
prayer.

And I want to address that for a second, because if you didn't grow up in a church that talked about 
fasting, you may not understand or know what it's about, it may seem a little odd, a little weird and 
that's okay. Fasting is a little weird, that's how it's supposed to be. What it simply is all about is I'm going 
to take something that is a valued part of my life every day, and I'm going to set that aside and I'm going 
to dedicate that time and that energy to some extra prayer. I'm going to spend time with God, I'm going 
to practice self discipline in some way, and I'm going to give that attention and that devotion to God 
above and beyond what would normally be for me.

Okay? So fasting is this intense season of being serious. It's what I always call drop your fork moments in 
life. In other words, "God, I want to put my fork down and I want to talk to you about the needs in my 
life, my family, my church, my community, my nation, and we just want to ask you, God to pour out your 
power amongst us." Some people here, you've been talking on Facebook about going without food for 
21 days, which a lot of people are doing. And that's kind of the true nature of fasting as we know it. If 
you're going to do that, I want you to be medically ready for that. If you've got health issues, please talk 
to your doctor, don't jump into something like that without medical advice.

But just approach it in other ways too, some people are giving up shopping, some people are giving up 
video games, some people are giving up their dog, I don't know. But there's just different ways to 
approach that, say for 21 days I'm going to restrict some of my freedom, some of my luxury, some of the 
things I enjoy, and I'm going to go in different directions. Some people are doing a Daniel fast or 
whatever. So just to just enjoy that, okay?

I also want to talk to you about something else that's coming this week that I've been praying about a 
long time, God put this on my heart at the end of last fall. And everything that we were looking forward 
to in 2020, and just kind of where I believe God is taking us as a church family, where he's taking me out 
my comfort zone kind of leads toward 2020 being a year of encounter.

A couple of years ago, we celebrated a year of breakthrough. Last year, 2019 was a year of healing and 
today this year, months ago, God just put this word on my heart that we need an encounter with God. 
Because the Christian faith, I believe is logical and reasonable, it is absolute truth that stands up to all 
kinds of scientific and historical and archeological tests. And that's great, but it's not just a head thing. 
That God personally comes into my life and relates to me, that in addition to what I know about God, he 
desires that I encounter him, that I personally experience him showing up and working in my life.

So we're going to do something this Wednesday that's brand new for us, want you to watch a short 
video clip with me and then I'll share more. [inaudible 00:04:35]. So once a month, on a Wednesday 
night, we're going to gather as a church family and just ask God to show us what it means to encounter 
him. A lot of prayer is going to be had in that service, if you're at a place in your life where you want 
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people to pray for you and over you, to put their arms around you and pray for the needs of your life, 
we're going to do that on those Wednesday nights. We will celebrate communion every time, a once a 
month. Every time we have an encounter service, we'll celebrate communion. We'll just get close and 
we'll just kind of pour it out to God.

That's when we'll sacrifice the chickens. That's when we'll... no. I'm trying to let you know it's going to be 
beyond my comfort zone, hopefully, and maybe even beyond yours too. And that's purposeful. We're 
not going to do anything crazy or heretical, okay? We're just going to come together and really invite 
God to show up in power among us, so that we encounter him. And I'll share more about this 
Wednesday, but I look back in my life at certain moments when God did something in my life that I 
cannot deny. I look back and I go that was a marker in my faith and my faith is stronger because of what 
I saw God do. So, that's what we're going to talk about on those Wednesdays, okay?

I want to talk today about the year 2020, because I grew up in the Buck Rogers generation, anybody else 
watch Buck Rogers? It was a period of our history, I know great American hero, yeah. It was a period of 
our history when we looked forward for some reason to the year 2020. I just remember talking about 
that a lot, like what are things going to be like. I mean we had these crazy concepts about the future like, 
"By the year 2020 we'll probably be able to like talk to each other on video or something." And now we 
are, we're FaceTiming, right? And we're going to have like flying cars and we now do, now my car 
doesn't fly and yours doesn't fly. But in Dubai you can take an air taxi, a drone from one place to another 
that'll float you around wherever you want to go. We have flying cars. I just hope they don't become 
mainstream anytime soon.

So we're in this age, we're here, we're at this new season when things are exciting and it's a brand new 
year. I also know there's nothing magical about a brand new year, that today's a day, just like two weeks 
ago was a day. There's nothing that's just automatically magical about a new year, but I know that what 
a lot of us do is we come to a new year and we sit down on January 1, and we start kind of envisioning 
and dreaming and charting out what the year is going to be like. We make resolutions and 
commitments, and we're going to fix it all, and it's going to be great. And so some of us write down, "I'm 
going to read my Bible more, I'm going to read all the way through it. I'm going to spend more time with 
my family. I'm going to get healthy physically, I'm going to exercise, I'm going to hit the treadmill every 
day. I'm going to..."

You know, whatever our resolutions are, "I'm going to live by a budget, and I'm going going to suffer 
some and I'm going to get some criticism along the way and I'm going to go through some health 
issues." You know, none of us write those things down, do we? We envision the year as perfect, and I'm 
going to get it all right. And even if we know I probably won't get it all right, but this going to be the best 
year of my life, and the news comes that rocks our world about our health or we lose someone dear to 
us, or we encounter a tragedy or the nation goes to war in some way, and we don't expect those things 
and we don't see them coming.

And so what it does for a lot of us is when we've just been kind of happy and positive and focused on 
how great everything's going to be, then something comes along and it's difficult and it kind of rocks our 
world and we go, "Where's God? I thought he promised me all good." And he never really did. So we're 
going to jump into a series today where we kind of talk about that. We're going to talk about how crucial 
and how urgent right now is. The message series is just called the time is now.
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The time is now. The Bible has a lot to say about this current moment, the moment in which you live, 
the moment that is right now, the Bible has a lot to say about what to do in this moment. Yesterday's 
gone, I don't know what's coming tomorrow, but right now he's got a purpose for me and an assignment 
for me, and so we're going to dig into what it looks like to live that out. Today we're going to talk about 
how the time is now to discover God's purpose. The time is now to discover God's purpose. Then we're 
going to talk over the next few weeks about the time is now to move past shame and regret, the the 
time is now to experience victory in our walk every day.

And so we're going to get into a lot of things over the next four weeks that really help us to kick off a 
new decade of our lives. To have a vision and to sort of clear the deck, if you will, of the things that get 
in the way. But today, how do you discover God's purpose for your life? I believe that God is a God of 
purpose. That you are not here by accident, that you didn't just land on this planet by chance. That 
there's something that God has put in your heart that causes you to crave the knowledge of the eternal. 
That you seek and search and wonder, and there's a reason why you seek and search and wonder. We 
were designed to tap into eternity, we were designed to seek after God and to see what he had to say 
about our lives. God made us that way, so that even out of our sin and even in our brokenness and even 
in the problems and the suffering of life I longed for and look for and find that there's a God of purpose 
behind it all.

So I want to dig into that for just a moment. Here's the big truth that we're going to talk about today to 
kick off this year. Now is the time to discover who you are, to discover what God made you for, who God 
is, and to discover what he wants next in your life. What God is doing, what God is up to. And I want us 
to talk today from a high level because this is foundational for everything else we'll talk about the rest of 
the year, really, this is foundational to know that there's a God, he loves us, he has a plan, to know that 
God has a purpose, that is foundational to everything about living a life of faith.

I was kind of taught and trained to share my faith from the perspective of, step one, you're a sinner. But 
the problem is we skip over God's original intention and design for us. We we skip over sometimes the 
fact that God designed all of this and made you very intentionally and very purposefully. And so we're 
just going to tap in today to God's big picture of you and God's big picture of himself. I want to read a 
passage to you from Romans 13, it's not the primary passage that I want to dissect in a bit, but I do want 
to look at it. In Romans 13, beginning of verse 10 the Bible says this, "Love makes it impossible to harm 
another, so love fulfills all that the law requires." Now that's just for context. I just wanted you to know 
that what Paul has been talking about is love, okay?

He's been talk about living a life of love, but then he says something crucial about that. He says, "To live 
like this is all the more urgent." That's a key word, "To live a life of love," Paul says, "Is all the more 
urgent, for time..." And if you're looking at the slide, there's a Greek word there. Kairos. You don't have 
to memorize these Greek words, but if you do, you'll impress your friends over coffee. Okay? But for 
time, kairos, is running out, and you know it is a strategic hour and there's the Greek word, hora, hour. 
In human history, it is time, and he uses another word [foreign language 00:13:14], "For us to wake up, 
for our full salvation is nearer now than when we first believed."

Now, there's a reason I included those Greek words there, because Paul, when he was writing this, he 
wrote it in Greek and he had some words to choose from. He could have used the Greek word Chronos. 
Chronos is the word that we get our word chronology from, right? So it's the measurement of time, it's 
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the clock, it's the timeline. If I say how much time until the hot pockets are done and you go, "38 
seconds and there'll be ice in the middle and hot on the edges and ready to eat, you know?" That's 
Chronos, that's 38 seconds we measure in Chronos. But Paul chooses three other words here.

He says, "It is urgent that we live a life of love." Why? Because kairos is running out and kairos is a word 
that has to do with time from God's perspective. And so Kairos in the New Testament, you see it 
mentioned many times as being an appointed time, like in God's mind this is a time for something in 
particular. So he's saying kairos, time, it's running out, it's running short, we don't have a lot of kairos, 
we don't have a lot of the current opportunity. To paraphrase, life is short. Life is short, okay? Then he 
goes on and he says, "You know that it is a strategic hour in human history," not an hour as in 60 
minutes, but an hour as a moment. A moment of significant impact, a moment of significant purpose.

If you've ever seen the movie or read the book about the historical event, Our Finest Hours, it's all about 
the coast guard rescue of a down ship. And it's men rising with bravery, and we say it was their finest 
hour. Or we'll talk about that in military terms as our finest hour or achievement, and we'll set our finest 
hour. That's the kind of hour that Paul is talking about here. So kairos is running short, it's running out. 
And this is a strategic moment, right now is a strategic moment. And then he gives us one more, he says, 
"It is time, it is [foreign language 00:15:32] in the word [foreign language 00:15:34] just means it's a 
sense of urgency.

It's like yesterday my wife and my boys were up here doing some stuff last night, and I had gone outside 
to take something to the dumpster and I came back in and then I was doing something else, I was busy. 
And I hear Angie go, "Brandon, Drew's outside by himself and he's yelling and he's scared and so you got 
to go get him right now." Like [foreign language 00:16:01]. So I dropped everything and I ran out, I ran 
around the building and he wasn't out there, he was sitting on a couch in here the whole time. But for a 
moment it felt so urgent like you drop everything and do this now, that's the word Paul uses here. Life is 
short, kairos, time is running out. Now as a strategic hour in human history, God is doing something big 
right now. And so it is urgent that right now you wake up, that you become alert and aware and awake 
to the fact that God is alive and he is real and he is doing something. And if you don't pay attention, if 
you don't wake up, you'll miss it.

And I don't want you to miss it and God doesn't want you to miss it. I've missed too much of it in my life 
already, I want to be in tune with what God is doing in the world and in my life and in my family. So that 
is our encouragement for the year, that today, right now in this moment, it is crucial and urgent that I 
tune in to the purposes of God, to what God is doing. I want to read a passage of scripture to you about 
our purpose that really has to do with an encounter that an old Testament prophet named Jeremiah had 
with God.

Most of the Sundays of this year, we're going to be talking about someone in the Bible who encountered 
God in a very personal way and how it may have changed their life or even changed history, and see 
how God does the same for us. But in Jeremiah's life, Jeremiah lived at a time when the Israelites were 
captured and taken away. At least the residents of Jerusalem and Judea were taken away by 
Nebuchadnezzar to live in Babylon, and they were there for 70 years. Now, if you don't know that, the 
passage doesn't make as much sense. The passage I'm going to read you is one we quote often, there's a 
verse in it that when I read it, you're probably going to recognize it because if you got a graduation card, 
it probably said this verse.

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=6j9NclAuwKRfIt2z3dyQBnQuQaz22yzAgRllMgvCu7paLcfXQrubJyGYqpYKNGULAoNwhF3lhH0oTEuQJNJOrNOXns4&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Jan 12, 2020 - view latest version here.

The Time is Now to Discover God's Purpose for Yo... (Completed  
01/10/20)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 5 of 9

I mean, it's one of those verses we claim and we use, it's on my bedroom wall on two pieces of art, it's 
kind of drawn out. But some of us claim it and read it and use it, we don't really know what it means, we 
don't really know the context of it. And that's the one I want to dig into. In Jeremiah 29, beginning in 
verse one just for context, the Bible says, "This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent 
from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people that Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon."

I'm reading that verse just so that you know God didn't write this, he didn't inspire this to be written to 
the church about New Testament times, he didn't inspire it to be written just to me about my personal 
life, it was written in a time and in a context to people in captivity, to the Israelites, to God's chosen 
people. Remember that as we read the part of the letter, we're going to read.

So in verse 10 this is a portion of the lengthy letter that he sent, "This is what the Lord says, 'When 70 
years are completed for Babylon I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this 
place, for I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me and I will listen 
to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you,' 
declares the Lord, 'And will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,' declares the Lord, 'And will bring you back to the place from which I 
carried you into exile.'"

So did you see it? That part of the verse that we so often quote or read and it's in greeting cards, and we 
say it a lot, "'I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'Plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, to give you a hope and a future.'" And we put that on the wall and we put it on pieces of art, and 
we send it to people and we read it, and sometimes we try to claim it in ways that I don't think it was 
intended to be claimed. And here's what I mean by that, what we do is, is we go, "Hey, you're 
graduating high school, well here's a verse for you, God's going to prosper you."

Six months later when they don't have a job and the student loans are scaring them to death and they're 
going, "Where's God? Thought he's going to take care of me?" Or we'll say it to somebody who's going 
through a hard time, "Hey, the hard time is temporary, you got to know God's going to prosper you." 
Someone loses their job, God's going to prosper you. And then things stretch on a few more months and 
a few more months, and I'm not seeing the answer the solution and I'm going, "Where's God? I thought 
he promised to prosper me. I thought he promised to not harm me, but to give me hope in the future, 
make my life better."

Here's what we miss, right before he says, "I'm going to prosper you," he says, "You're going to be in 
captivity 70 years." So how many of us sign up for that? I want God to prosper me whatever it takes. All 
right. You're going to spend 70 years alone, without the resources you need, it's going to be a hard 70 
years, you still in? I don't know about that, you know? Now I do believe God wants to prosper you, just 
probably not in the way that most of us as American Christians interpret prosperity. So I want to dig into 
what that means because I believe this passage has a bigger meaning than just a well wish. This passage 
speaks to deeper things than just your current circumstances, than just the next few years of your life.

That this passage is about identity, this passage is about how God works. When you interpret something 
from the Old Testament like this, you've got to remember it was written to Israel for a season, and we 
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don't draw it and just sort of directly apply it as though it were written directly to me. Instead, what we 
do is there's a middle step, and the middle step is to say, "God said this to Israel then, he showed them 
some things about himself, what can I learn today about what he showed Israel then?" Does that make 
sense? So I don't remove the context and just go, "Oh, I'll just take it however I want to take it." No, I 
look at how he spoke to Israel and I go, "What are the principles that I learned about God from what he 
said to them?" And that is the relevance of this passage today.

So, let's dig into that. What was he telling him them when he said, "You're going to be in captivity 70 
years, but I'm going to take care of you, I'm going to prosper you, I've got a hope in a future for you. And 
I'm going to bring you back and you're going to come back home and you're going to enjoy good, and 
I'm going to bless you and you're going to talk to me and you're going to pray, and I'm going to answer 
you." What was he teaching them about himself? I think he was answering three big questions for them 
that you and I probably crave the answers to today, and I just want to answer them one at a time. The 
first one is simply this, who are you? Who are you? Now he was answering through Jeremiah to every 
Israelite who's in Babylon in captivity wondering where God's at, wondering why all this is happening, 
that God was reminding them of who they are.

That in this passage he tells him, "I'm not giving up on you, you are still my child. We still have a 
relationship. I am bringing you back home someday, and when you get here we will talk. You will pray to 
me and I will listen and I will respond." He is reminding them that nothing on earth, nothing in their 
circumstances is going to break or circumvent the relationship that they have with each other. This is 
still who you are, you are still Israel, even in Babylon. And so when you look in the New Testament and 
go, "How does the new Testament teach us?" Well, listen, I trusted Jesus years ago in my life, and the 
moment I trusted Jesus I was adopted into God's forever family, and he doesn't un-adopt me. He 
doesn't disown me, he doesn't forsake me or leave me, the New Testament says over and over that God 
is here for me and that my identity is wrapped up in my relationship with Christ.

Now that's important, because a lot of us seek our identity in the affirmation from the world around us. 
Or we seek our identity in our achievements, or we seek our identity in the way others might define us, 
but my identity ought to be wrapped up in how the creator designed me to live. The fact that he has 
redeemed me, and I know what I've done, and I know the things that I've, that I've committed in my life, 
and I can look at my past and go, "Why did I do that? Why did I think that way? Why did I get involved in 
that?" But I can also stand here and go, "For all of my worst mistakes and my biggest sins and my 
hardest moments of rebellion and failure and pain and suffering, I know I am forgiven. That's who I am. 
It's who I am in Christ. I have a relationship with him."

And so when you ask who is Brandon Cox, I might say, "I'm a dad, I'm a husband, I'm a pastor, I'm a 
whatever." You know, whatever you do for a living. I know around here in Walmart world you've got 
some strange titles, like who are you? "I'm the strategic modular specialist incubator for the supplier 
services community of the division." And so you might be many of those things, okay? At the end of the 
day when you trust Jesus, you're a child of God, that's who you are. And I believe we suffer today from 
an identity crisis. And the reason we stay in repeating habits of addiction and brokenness is because we 
forget who we are. We forget whose we are. And so you need to know who are you. Well, you're a 
person that God created to love. That's who you are.
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If you've never met Jesus, you are that. You are a person that God created in his image and he loves you. 
If you've trusted in Jesus, you are his child forever. And so if you're here today, you were created and 
loved by God. And if you don't know Jesus yet, I want to urge you to step into your full identity, the 
identity that God wants for you, that he purchased for you with the life of his very own son, that you 
step into the forever family of God and say, "I am his child forever." He answers the question of who we 
are. Second question I think he answers is why am I here. So if I know who I am, okay, why am I here? 
What purpose does my life serve? Why am I on this planet? I so God made me, but why did he make 
me?

Why didn't he make me? And the answer ultimately is to know the creator who loves you. He told Israel, 
"Hey, in captivity I'm still your God. And when you come back home, I'm still your God. And when you're 
in captivity, you can pray to me and I'll answer you, and when you come back home, you can pray to me 
and I'll answer you. Let's get to know each other." And it's a recurring theme in the book of Jeremiah, 
God's knowledge of his people. This is the same Jeremiah that in the beginning of his prophecy said, 
"The word of the Lord came to me," back in chapter one, "The word Lord came to me and said, before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you." Think about that, you are crafted in your mother's womb. From 
conception until birth, God is like a master artists shaping you into who you're going to be.

Why? He knows you and he wants you to know him. Wants you to know him. That's simplifies life a lot. 
What's my purpose? Well, I got to make a certain amount of money in order to matter, or I've to lead a 
certain number of people in order to matter, I got to achieve certain things to matter. No, I matter to 
God because he knows me and he wants me to know him, and my relationship with him is more 
important than anything else on the planet. In my mother's womb, he was forming me, shaping me, he 
knew me. He knew Brandon. And sometimes you ever feel invisible in this world? And I know that some 
people struggle with this more than others, some people, it doesn't really bother them, they walk into a 
room and they don't mind at all to be the center of attention.

But there are a lot of us that just feel like we're a little invisible, I'm not sure if my life really matters, I'm 
not really sure if I'm significant or needed. Like, if I just kind of disappeared like Jimmy Stewart the world 
would be better without me kind of thing. And that's never true. That's never true. God made you like 
you are and you matter to him and your relationship with him matters deeply to him, and he wants it to 
matter to you as well. Here's the third question, what is God doing in my life? Where's he taking me? 
How does all this make sense? Because for the Israelites, remember they're living in Babylonian 
captivity. They're going to spend 70 years there, and he tells them in advance you're going to be there 
70 years. He even tells them elsewhere in this letter, "Seek the prosperity of Babylon, make the city 
flourish because it's going to be your home awhile and you want a city that flourishes so go and be a 
contributor." He tells him that.

So even when you live in a strange land, be a contributor and he says, "Because you're going to do life 
there for a while." So that's what God is doing in them. He has them in captivity, he has them held, he 
has them in a place that is uncomfortable, he has them in a place that doesn't feel like home. They don't 
feel comfortable in their own skin, they feel out a place, they don't know why they're there, they don't 
know why they're going through what they're going through, but God tells them, "I've got a purpose for 
you. I'm purging you, I'm refining you, I'm growing you. You're going to come back home in 70 years and 
it's going to be totally different, the idolatry that you were guilty of, that's going to be gone. I'm working 
in your life even in the middle of this, and I've got big plans for you."
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So what is God doing? I believe that he is giving you a future, that God does desire to prosper you, but 
we hear the word prosper and we automatically go, "Awesome, I'm going to get rich." But to prosper, it 
means to flourish. It's not just a financial term, it means God wants you to flourish. Okay? Now the 
problem is we sometimes come to God and want him to make us flourish completely now. We don't 
want to wait for it, we don't want to walk through captivity, we don't want to suffer in this world. I want 
God... If he says he's going to prosper me, God I want you to do it now, fast, here, without a lot of work, 
without much pain, make it all good, make it easy, let my life just flourish because then I'll know that 
you really do want to bless me. And yet God leaves us here on this planet where there's pain.

But think about this eternal truth for a second, if you've got everything you want and everything you 
dream of, and everything that makes you happy is right here on earth right now, why do you need 
heaven? Why do you need the eternity of redemption from this place that God has in mind for you? So 
his prosperity that he wants to give you here, it might be some for today, he might trust you as a 
steward with a lot of resources so that you can invest them, and if so, that's great. He might have you in 
a place of poverty the rest of your life. I want to be really clear, neither one of those is more godly than 
the other. In Christianity, we have these two extremes, we've got a prosperity gospel that's like, "If you 
really love Jesus, he'll make you rich." And then we've got a poverty gospel that says, "Money's bad, and 
if you really love him, you'll be poor."

Neither one of those are biblical concepts, okay? In the middle of that is that God prospers us according 
to his purpose, and that there may be times in which he says, "I'm going to prosper you financially, I've 
got a reason for it, I want you to support people, or help people or whatever." And there may be other 
times when God says, "Sell it all, give it away, you're moving to the other side of the world and you're 
going to give your life to some orphans." I mean, God just works in different ways, different people's 
lives. But I know this, God's plan, his purpose is absolutely from eternity's view, to prosper his people, 
not to harm us, to give us a hope and a future.

Here's the thing, I'm a Christian, I'm a believer in Christ. What that means is I have sworn allegiance to 
King Jesus. I believe that's what the New Testament gospel is about. King Jesus rising from the dead to 
usher in his kingdom, and that I get to follow and swear absolute allegiance to King Jesus. And when you 
do that, you are saved and redeemed and changed and forgiven and made brand new, and you're 
indwelt by his spirit, you're accompanied, you are empowered, you are gifted. You're all of those things 
when you come to know the King, when you follow him. And the thing that you cannot forget is that 
King Jesus is alive. If you don't believe King Jesus is alive today, you're not celebrating Christianity at all. 
To be a Christian, this is building block number one, this is the requirement, you got to believe that he 
died for you and he rose for you, he is alive and your hope is wrapped up in him.

I am hopeful today. So here's what I want to challenge you with, when it comes to how I approached the 
rest of this year, when it comes to my attitudes about the future and about 2020, and about all my goals 
and ambitions, there are three options. And I want to... I'll spoil this, I want you to go with a third, okay? 
First option is, everything's going to be awesome, this year is going to be fantastic, whole new decade, 
man I'm going to make bank, I'm going to be successful, I'm going to climb the ladder, I'm going to get to 
the top. And you know, the economy over the next 10 years, it's just going to climb and climb and climb, 
because that's what economies do, right? And so we get in our minds that everything just gets better 
and better. No, that's not an option to sort of go Pollyanna and assume everything's going to be great, 
because then when I encounter problems, my faith falls apart.
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So there's option two, I'll just be cynical, I'll just go, no life's hard, it's just going to stink anyways. You 
know there's an entire world religion dedicated to a simple philosophy, life stinks. Get more comfortable 
with it and you'll be at peace. A whole religion with millions of adherence, and that is the point of it. And 
that is not a Christian attitude. Here's the third option, okay? And again, I want you to go with this one. 
Third option says life is going to be hard sometimes and God will always be good and faithful. Life will be 
hard, God will be good. Life will be difficult, God wins. Life will be tough at times, but I am looking 
toward eternity and so when I say to someone, when I say to you as a congregation, "God's best is yet to 
come," I get to say that boldly. I believe it.

God's best is yet to come. We will get through the hard times, we will get through the captivity, we will 
deal with the seasons of loneliness. We will walk through the brokenness, we will go through the 
chastisement because I know that the God we are serving in the middle of captivity, he has a plan to get 
us out forever. He has a plan for your good, that's what God is up to in your life. So I want to speak hope 
into you. We as Christians, we can go a lot of different directions with our philosophy, but one thing we 
don't get the option to do is give up hope. Hope is built into the core of Christianity.

If you follow Jesus, you have hope whether you like it or not. You know you get those grumpy days, I just 
don't want to be hopeful. Well, too bad. Jesus is alive. He's coming again and he's got heaven in his 
hands and he wants it for you and he wants to know you and have a relationship with you, and he wants 
you to flourish. Even in the middle of captivity to flourish. And so that's where we're going to go. Let's 
bow our heads.

Father I pray right now, if anyone in this room doesn't have a relationship with you, God, that they 
would discover their identity today. You made them to love them and you want them to know you. If 
that's you, if I'm describing you in this prayer, would you in this moment consider just telling God, "Lord, 
I believe in you. I love you, I want a relationship with you. I've sinned against you, I pray for your 
forgiveness of that on the basis that Jesus died for me. I receive you into my life, I trust you, please save 
me. I commit to follow King Jesus the rest of my days." And when you pray that prayer, God welcomes 
you into his family. When that's the intention of your heart, God, he causes you to be born again and he 
adopts you. Lord, do that among us. Father, for people in captivity today, people who are trapped, 
people who are hurting, people that are suffering. I pray that your hopefulness will invade their hearts 
and their lives. And Jesus, we will give you all the praise in Christ's name. Amen.
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