
The Real Hero of YOUR Story 
Made for This Moment, Week One 
 
Synopsis:  
It’s not about you, just like the book of Esther isn’t really about Esther. It’s about 
God, the Creator and Savior of the world. He’s the main character of this book of the 
Bible, and whether you realize it or not, he’s the main character in your story, too. 
Have you met him yet? 
 

5 Big Characters… 
 
1. Xerxes 
 
Esther 1:1-2 NLT 

These events happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 
provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. At that time Xerxes ruled his empire 
from his royal throne at the fortress of Susa. 
 
It was roughly 485 bc. Xerxes (also called Ahasuerus) was one of the middle 
leaders of the Persians, who followed the Babylonians and who were eventually 
defeated by the Greeks.  
 

TRUTH: It doesn’t matter how corrupt the powers that govern 
this world can become, God is always sovereign. 
 
2. Vashti 
 
We don’t know much about Vashti, but during a huge celebration hosted by 
Xerxes, when he was drunk, he sent messengers to have Vashti come and entertain 
his guests with her beauty. She refused to do so (it likely involved stripping down in 
front of the crowd of men), so the angry king removed her as queen and sought to 
replace her. 
 
3. Haman 
 



Esther 3:1-2 NLT 
Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the 

Agagite over all the other nobles, making him the most powerful official in the 
empire. All the king’s officials would bow down before Haman to show him respect 
whenever he passed by, for so the king had commanded. But Mordecai refused to 
bow down or show him respect. 
 
4. Mordecai 
 
Esther 2:5-7 NLT 

At that time there was a Jewish man in the fortress of Susa whose name was 
Mordecai son of Jair. He was from the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of 
Kish and Shimei. His family had been among those who, with King Jehoiachin  of 
Judah, had been exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. This 
man had a very beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also called 
Esther. When her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her into his family and 
raised her as his own daughter. 
 
5. Esther 
 

The Plot 
 
1. Mordecai saves the king. 
 
Esther 2:21-23 NLT 

One day as Mordecai was on duty at the king’s gate, two of the king’s 
eunuchs, Bigthana  and Teresh—who were guards at the door of the king’s private 
quarters—became angry at King Xerxes and plotted to assassinate him. But 
Mordecai heard about the plot and gave the information to Queen Esther. She then 
told the king about it and gave Mordecai credit for the report. When an 
investigation was made and Mordecai’s story was found to be true, the two men 
were impaled on a sharpened pole. 
 
2. Haman plots to kill all of the Jews because of Mordecai. 
 



He was an ancient Hitler, bent on the annihilation of an entire ethnicity of people he 
considered less valuable than his own and a threat to his ego.  
 
3. Mordecai and Esther hatch a plan. 
 
Esther 4:13-17 NLT 

Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because 
you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. If you keep 
quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some 
other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were 
made queen for just such a time as this?” 

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go and gather together all the Jews 
of Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids 
and I will do the same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see the 
king. If I must die, I must die.” So Mordecai went away and did everything as Esther 
had ordered him. 
 

TRUTH: God always has kingdom insiders, and you are one of 
them. He wants to use you to dispel darkness and throw light 
on your world. 
 
4. Haman makes a gallows for Mordecai. 
 
Esther 5:10-14 NLT 

Haman gathered together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, and boasted to 
them about his great wealth and his many children. He bragged about the honors 
the king had given him and how he had been promoted over all the other nobles 
and officials.  

Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! Queen Esther invited only me and the 
king himself to the banquet she prepared for us. And she has invited me to dine 
with her and the king again tomorrow!” Then he added, “But this is all worth nothing 
as long as I see Mordecai the Jew just sitting there at the palace gate.”  

So Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested, “Set up a sharpened 
pole that stands seventy-five feet  tall, and in the morning ask the king to impale 
Mordecai on it. When this is done, you can go on your merry way to the banquet 
with the king.” This pleased Haman, and he ordered the pole set up. 



 
5. The king can’t sleep. 
 
Esther 6:1-10 NLT 

That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to bring 
the book of the history of his reign so it could be read to him. In those records he 
discovered an account of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to the king’s private quarters. 
They had plotted to assassinate King Xerxes. 

“What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?” the king 
asked. His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.”“Who is that in the 
outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, Haman had just arrived in the outer 
court of the palace to ask the king to impale Mordecai on the pole he had prepared. 

So the attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in the court.” “Bring him 
in,” the king ordered. So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to 
honor a man who truly pleases me?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the 
king wish to honor more than me?” 

So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor someone, he should bring out one 
of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has 
ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. Let the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials. And let him see that the man 
whom the king wishes to honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led through the 
city square on the king’s horse.  

Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he 
wishes to honor!’” “Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and 
my horse, and do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of 
the palace. Leave out nothing you have suggested!” 
 

TRUTH: God will work in mysterious, sometimes silent and 
spiritual ways to bring about his purposes.  
 
6. Haman’s plot is exposed and he is executed. 
 
Esther 7:1-10 NLT 

So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. On this second 
occasion, while they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me 



what you want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is 
half the kingdom!” 

Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor with the king, and if it pleases the 
king to grant my request, I ask that my life and the lives of my people will be 
spared. For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, and 
annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that 
would be too trivial a matter to warrant disturbing the king.” 

“Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be so 
presumptuous as to touch you?” Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our 
adversary and our enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before the king and queen. 

Then the king jumped to his feet in a rage and went out into the palace 
garden. Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for 
he knew that the king intended to kill him. In despair he fell on the couch where 
Queen Esther was reclining, just as the king was returning from the palace garden.  
  The king exclaimed, “Will he even assault the queen right here in the palace, 
before my very eyes?” And as soon as the king spoke, his attendants covered 
Haman’s face, signaling his doom. Then Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, 
“Haman has set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet  tall in his own 
courtyard. He intended to use it to impale Mordecai, the man who saved the king 
from assassination.” 

“Then impale Haman on it!” the king ordered. So they impaled Haman on the 
pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided. 
 

TRUTH: God is the real Hero of your story, whether you believe 
it or not. He’s been working in your life the whole time! 
 
It’s time to step up and align your life with God’s purposes! Respond to his activity, 
open your eyes to the ways he’s been weaving your life together and trust him 
entirely with your present situation and your eternal destiny.  
 
 
 


