
 

The Church: Jesus’ Big Idea 
Church. For Good. Week One 

 
 
This is NEVER going to work! If Jesus were pitching his big idea to the 
entrepreneurs on Shark Tank, that’s probably what they’d tell him.  
 
For all intents and purposes, the church never stood a chance of surviving, much 
less thriving. But Jesus expressed his intention to a few close friends once…  
 
Matthew 16:13-19 NLT 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John 
the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Messiah,  the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John,  because my Father in 
heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. Now 
I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’),  and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. And I will give you the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid  on earth will be forbidden in 
heaven, and whatever you permit  on earth will be permitted in heaven.” 
 
People have all kinds of ideas and feelings about the church - good, bad, and 
sometimes really ugly. But that’s because we know the church as it has been 
shaped by a couple thousand years of human management.  
 
The fact is, the church shouldn’t be there, humanly speaking. But somehow the 
church has survived!  
 
Church is a transliteration of the Greek word ekklesia, which is a compound word. It 
comes from ek (out of) and kaleo (to call). So, the church is a body of people who 
are “called out” from the world around them for God’s purposes.  
 



 

The church is the body of Christ, a spiritual family of redeemed 
people who have experienced reconciliation with God and 
each other, and who are empowered by God’s Spirit to share 
the good news about Jesus with the rest of the world.  
 
There are two passages of Scripture that spell out Jesus’ will for his church… 
 
Matthew 22:37-39 NLT 
You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 NLT 
Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age. 
 

5 Purposes of the Church  
(Cover quickly - just an overview...) 
 

1. We GATHER together. 
 
It’s in the church that we learn to love our neighbors. You need other people. Other 
people need you. 
 

2. We GLORIFY GOD together. 
 
The church gathers to celebrate our most honored guest - God himself. We learn 
to love him with all our hearts in the community of the church.  
 

3. We GROW together. 
 
We are informed by the Scriptures, and transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. 



 

 

4. We GIVE together. 
 
We serve God by serving other people. We grow from consumers into contributors. 
We invest our lives together - our time, talent, and treasure. And we all benefit from 
each other. This is called ministry, and at Grace Hills, every member is a minister. 
 

5. We GO together.  
 
A great commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission will 
grow a great church! So we make disciples and we send disciple-makers all over 
the world to share Jesus and plant churches. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 NLT 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s 
sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we 
are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. 
 
 
Jesus is passionately committed to rescuing people and building his church. 
 
Ephesians 5:25-27 NLT 
Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, 
washed by the cleansing of God’s word. He did this to present her to himself as a 
glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be 
holy and without fault. 
 
If you’re a believer… Are YOU committed to what Jesus is passionately committed 
to? Are you just dating the church? Or are you willing to go “all in”? 


