
Does God Have a Plan? 
What Happens Next? Week One 

 

During our last Wednesday night Facebook Live prayer time, Bettina, a member of our 

church said, “It just feels so weird being in limbo right now.” And she’s not alone. 

 

We’re in a weird spot. 2020 hasn’t treated the world very well so far, it seems. And right 

now leaders are in the really tough spot of determining which is worse - an out-of-control 

virus or the economic fallout of trying to slow the spread of that virus.  

 

So we’re not going to school. A lot of us are not driving to work. We’re waiting…  

And we all want to know…  

 

What Happens Next? 

 

Well I’m afraid I don’t have the answers in terms of how things will go with the virus, or the 

economy, or what else we might face in 2020 and beyond. But I DO have a perspective on 

the future, and on how to prepare for it.  

 

THREE BIG QUESTIONS FOR THE MOMENT WE’RE LIVING IN... 

 

Q1: What in the world is going on? 

A: Exactly what the Bible says would be going on. 
 

Matthew 24:6-14 NIV 

[6] You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. 

Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. [7] Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. [8] All 

these are the beginning of birth pains.  

[9] “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will 

be hated by all nations because of me. [10] At that time many will turn away from the faith 

and will betray and hate each other, [11] and many false prophets will appear and deceive 

many people. [12] Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 

[13] but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.  

[14] And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 



 

- Wars and rumors of wars 

- The realigning of nations 

- Famine and hunger 

- Earthquakes and other natural occurrences 

- Persecution 

- Apostasy 

- Increase in wickedness 

- Love will grow cold 

 

In Revelation 6 , John recounts the “seals” that are broken, the first four of which are the 

four horsemen of the apocalypse. 

 

1. The rider on the White horse, who goes forth to conquer. 

2. The rider on the Red horse, who incites violence and war. 

3. The rider on the Black horse, who turns economies upside down. 

4. The rider on the Pale horse, who brings hunger, disease, and natural disasters. 

 

Many of my evangelical friends debate whether these passages are referring to the time 

period between Jesus’ death and the fall of Jerusalem in 70 a.d. or to a future time period 

often called the Great Tribulation.  

 

I have come to believe that both Jesus and John were referencing events to come during 

the first century, but that there are implications of what they predicted that stretch through 

the church age. These things will happen repeatedly until Jesus comes again.  

 

Q2: Does God have a plan? 

A: Absolutely, and he is working it out right now! 
 

Romans 8:26 MSG 

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping 

us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our praying in 

and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far 

better than we know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present 

before God. That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is 

worked into something good. 

 



- God is saving more people  and collecting them into his family. 

- God is equipping the church to share his love and his truth. 

- God is sanctifying and cleansing  us for eternity in heaven. 

 

And then, when the time is right, Jesus is coming again to fix it ALL! 

 

2 Peter 3:10-11 MSG 

But when the Day of God’s Judgment does come, it will be unannounced, like a 

thief. The sky will collapse with a thunderous bang, everything disintegrating in a huge 

conflagration, earth and all its works exposed to the scrutiny of Judgment.  

Since everything here today might well be gone tomorrow, do you see how 

essential it is to live a holy life? Daily expect the Day of God, eager for its arrival. The 

galaxies will burn up and the elements melt down that day—but we’ll hardly notice. We’ll 

be looking the other way, ready for the promised new heavens and the promised new 

earth, all landscaped with righteousness. 

 

 

Q3: How can I align with God’s purposes? 
 

1. Repent of sin. 

2. Receive Jesus Christ as Savior.  

3. Live like you’re looking for Jesus to appear. 

4. Spread the word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


